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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
April 9, 2015, 3:00pm – 5:00pm 

421 SW Oak St., Oak Room, 1st floor 
Portland, OR 97204 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Chair:   Alberto Moreno 
Vice Chair:  John Haroldson 
Commissioners: Andrea Cano (phone), Cynthia Gómez, Diego Hernandez, Judy Parker 

(phone); Ana del Rocío Valderrama from Representative Vega Pederson’s 
office (phone) 

Absent:  Gil Carrasco 
Guests: Litxia Barrett; Gary Sims, Department of Corrections; Samantha from 

Senator Shields office, Laura Aguon, OACO Communications Assistant; 
JoAnn Hinz; James Barta, Children First for Oregon; Linda Roman, 
Oregon Latino Health Coalition; Marney Roddick, Oregon State Capitol 
Foundation program 

Staff:  Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
 
 

I. Call meeting to order and roll call 
The meeting was called to order at 3:05pm. The Commissioners introduced themselves and 
welcomed the guests in the room. 
 

II. Adoption of the Agenda  
MOTION (Hernandez/Gómez): To accept agenda with 2 time changes. CARRIED. 
 

III. Approval of OCHA meeting Minutes from February 2015  
MOTION (Hernandez/Haroldson): To accept the minutes as amended to reflect “excused 
absence” for Commissioner Haroldson. CARRIED. 
 

IV. Public Comment 
Gary Sims, Department of Corrections, thanked the OCHA for its work. 
 

V. Old Business - there was no old business. 
  

VI.  New Business 
A. Nominations for OCHA Chair and Vice Chair 

Vice Chair Haroldson opened nominations for Chair. 
Judy Parker nominated Alberto Moreno for Chair.  
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Vice Chair Haroldson called for any other nominations for Chair three times. Hearing no 
further nominations, Vice Chair Haroldson closed the nominations for Chair. Chair Moreno 
was deeply honored and accepted the nomination. 
 
Vice Chair Haroldson opened nominations for Vice Chair.   
Andrea Cano nominated John Haroldson for Vice Chair. 
Vice Chair Haroldson called for any other nominations for Vice Chair three times. Hearing no 
further nominations, Vice Chair Haroldson closed the nominations for Chair.  John Haroldson 
accepted the nomination. 
 
The election of officers will be taken up at the June meeting of the OCHA. 
 

B. Ratification of e-votes in support of legislation since the last OCHA meeting 
1. SB 939 – Directs Department of Corrections to enter into contracts with nonprofit entities 

to create programs to assist children of incarcerated parents. 
2. HB 2002 - Requires Oregon Criminal Justice Commission to establish independent 

procedures for receiving and recording profiling complaints. 
 
MOTION (Haroldson/Hernandez): To ratify electronic votes of the OCHA to support the bills 
as read into record. CARRIED. 
 

C. Prioritizing bills of interest to the Commission 
The Commission reviewed a list of bills of potential interest in order to select any specific 
bills as priorities.   The list was compiled from the reports of state and community partners at 
the Joint Legislative Committee meeting of the OAC’s in December. 

 
Vice Chair Haroldson expressed his concerns regarding the incredibly fast pace at which 
Commissioners are needed to review proposed bills and vote on them. He noted that he would 
need context for each bill in order to give his support to any particular bill.   
 
Discussion followed.   Other bills of special interest to Commissioners included: 

• Haroldson: HB 2571 on body cameras for police officers and SB 822 allowing 
recording of Grand Jury proceedings. 

• Hernandez: Hoping SB 894 will move forward, requested that SB 215 re: OEIB sunset 
be added to the tracking list 

• Moreno: HB 3517 on Cover All Kids, should reflect that it is supported by OLHC, 
OHEA, and OCHA, also of interest are HB 2717, HB 2734, and SB 703 

• Parker: All bills she flagged as of special interest to her are on the tracking sheet. 
• Ana from Rep. Vega Pederson’s office:  Rep. VP and Rep. Williamson are co-

sponsoring a bill on making contraception more easily accessible.   More information 
coming.  Cano - expressing support for pared down bill. 

• Gómez: HB 2717, HB 2734, SB 703 
 

The Commissioners discussed several ways that the bill tracking report could include whether 
the Commissions supports or is monitoring the various bills. 

 
D. Leadership training opportunity for OCHA scholarships: New Leadership Oregon.   

Linda Roman, currently the Health Equity Policy Coordinator at Oregon Latino Health 
Coalition, reported on her experiences with New Leadership Oregon, which is a week-long 



3 
 

training for women of color and others through PSU’s Center for Women’s Leadership.   She 
found it to be very helpful, including training on wage negotiation, and other subjects of 
special interest to women and girls.   She highly recommends it to the OCHA for their 
consideration in providing scholarships to attend for emerging Latina leaders around the 
state. 

 
E. Children First for Oregon.   James Barta, Legislative Director. 

The Commission welcomed James Barta and heard his report on the work that Children First 
for Oregon is pursuing this year in tracking data on underserved children as well as legislative 
support for bills that address disparities in health, education, economic security and other key 
issues.   He shared one of their most recent reports with the Commissioners and encouraged 
Commissioners to see the full report under County Data Book at www.CFFO.org. 
 
Discussion followed including topics of overrepresentation of Latinos in corrections, lack of 
access to health care for all school children, disruption of family and other issues challenging 
Latino children and families.  The Commission thanked James for his presentation and noted 
their interest in a continued dialogue and relationship with CFFO. 

 
F. Oregon State Capitol Foundation program proposals for Celebrating Democracy 

Marney Roddick, Oregon State Capitol Events Coordinator, addressed the OCHA on the new 
Capitol History Gateway project being undertaken by the State Capitol Foundation.  She 
discussed several exhibits in the Galleria at the Capitol, to highlight various aspects of culture 
in Oregon.   She hopes to open the Capitol for Hispanic Heritage Month as part of 
engagement of the Latino community in Oregon in the democratic process.   They are 
planning to host this event on Saturday, 9/26 and hope to attract families, students, and leaders 
in the Latino community to attend.  Discussion followed with ideas from the OCHA 
Commissioners on the event.   The OCHA offered to share information on the event in the 
community, and also offered to link Marney with USHLI through Vice-Chair Haroldson, and 
with the Mexican Consulate and Lara Media Services through Chair Moreno.  Other offers to 
help connect included Guadalajara Sister Organization, El Hispanic News, Mano a Mano 
Family Center, Salem-Keizer Coalition for Equality, Capacas Leadership Institute and PCUN.   
The OCHA thanked Ms. Roddick for her presentation. 

 
G. Live launch of OCHA's e-commerce portal for donating.   It is now possible, for the first 

time, to donate to OCHA using a credit or debit card at its website.   Nancy will send a link to 
OCHA’s donation portal to all Commissioners.  Many Commissioners and others have wanted 
to donate to further the work of the OCHA with Other Funds, and this is the way to do it.   All 
donations are tax deductible. 

 
H. Committee discussions 

1. Social Justice Committee – Commissioner Parker reported on the work she has do with the  
OSB and other stakeholder groups on expanding protections to victims of Notario Fraud.  
Chair Moreno, Vice Chair Haroldson, Commissioner Parker and Commissioners from the 
other OAC’s are ready to testify, but the bill may need more work.   Discussion followed.   

2. Education Committee – Commissioner Hernandez reported on the Legislative Task Force on 
which he serves for the OAC’s.   Its focus is the sunsetting of the OEIB as laid out in SB 
215.  He has pushed to assure diversity among the engaged stakeholder groups and other 
equity considerations on how success is measured are part of the recommendations of the 
workgroup.   Discussion followed.   The OCHA thanked Diego for his excellent work and 
on reaching out to each OAC to engage them around key discussions. 

http://www.cffo.org/
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3. Health Committee – Chair Moreno reported that he has been focus on legislative advocacy 
for the Healthcare for All Children campaign.   He thanked the OCHA and other OAC’s for 
their active support of the associated bill which simply removes the legal language which 
excludes undocumented children. There is no fiscal note associated with the bill at this 
stage.  That will come at a future time. 

 
G. ODOT Disparity Study - 9th Circuit Court. Commissioner Parker reported on recent action 
by the 9th Circuit Court regarding ODOT’s minority contracting practices. She noted that the 
court case requires ODOT, among other agencies, to conduct a disparity study examines whether 
there are disparities between the percentage of dollars that minority- and women-owned 
businesses received on an agency’s prime contracts and subcontracts during a particular time 
period (referred to as a “utilization analysis”); and the percentage of dollars that those firms 
might be expected to receive based on their availability to perform on the agency’s prime 
contracts and subcontracts (referred to as an “availability analysis”). 
 
OCHA, along with other stakeholders, worked with ODOT to ensure that the questions and 
communications reflect our state and its constituents.   
 
The ODOT disparity study will be conducted through the state and will be finished next year or 
early 2017. 
 

VII. Administrator's Report 
1.  OAC Budget Hearing.  Lucy reported on the recent budget hearing before the Joint Ways 

and Means General Government Committee where she, Chair Moreno and the other 
Chairs presented the work of the OAC’s and the budget request for the 2015-17 
biennium, including 3 additional staff positions and a permanent reclassification of the 
Executive Assistant 1 to an EA 2.   

2. Budgeting end of the biennium unexpended GF.  Lucy noted that at the end of each 
biennium state agencies, including OACO, have General Funds that are not expended.   
Historically, she asks the OAC’s to consider ways to expend their remaining GF in ways 
that further the missions of the OAC’s and make recommendations to her as she prepares 
to make final expenditures.  Discussion followed. 

 
VIII.   For the good of the order 

Nancy reminded Commissioners that elections for Chair and Vice Chair will be held at the 
OCHA June meeting. 
 
Nancy asked Commissioners to work on picking a date for their June meeting which will be held 
in Salem.   Discussion followed. 
 

IX. Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15pm. 


