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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 

December 8, 2014, 3:00pm – 5:00pm 

800 NE Oregon Street, Room 221, Portland, OR 97232 

  

 

ATTENDANCE 

Chair:   Alberto Moreno 

Vice Chair:  John Haroldson (phone) 

Commissioners:  Andrea Cano, Cynthia Gomez, Diego Hernandez (phone), Judy Parker 

Absent:  Gil Carrasco, Rep. Vega Pederson, Senator Shields 

Guests: Pastor Mark Knutson, Augustana Lutheran Church; Rose Kachadoorian 

and Grant Jackson, Oregon Department of Agriculture; Garnet Cooke, 

Oregon OSHA; David Baker and Justin Smith, SlipStream Cinema; 

Jessica Guzman, Legal Program Coordinator, CAUSA; Jennifer Duncan, 

JHS Multicultural Film Festival 

  

 

I. Call meeting to order and roll call 

The meeting was called to order at 3:02pm. Chair Moreno requested Commissioner Judy Parker 

chair the meeting and she agreed to do so.  A quorum was established. 

 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

MOTION (Cano/Moreno): To adopt the agenda as written. CARRIED. 

 

III. Approval of OCHA meeting Minutes from October 2014 

MOTION (Moreno/Cano): To approve the October 2014 minutes as written. CARRIED. 

 

IV. Public Comment 

Pastor Mark Knutson, Sanctuary Movement and Augustana Lutheran Church: 

 Pastor Knutson introduced himself and briefly explained the Sanctuary Movement and Francisco 

Aguirre’s situation. Augustana is the 6th church in the nation to have an individual seeking 

sanctuary live in the actual church. Mr. Aguirre went to Augustana seeking sanctuary from 

action by Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the congregation agreed to it. As of 

December 8, 2014, Mr. Aguirre had lived at the church for 81 days. He is returning home and 

ICE has agreed to desist until his federal court appearance on January 13, 2015. 

 

 Pastor Knutson noted that the church has been receiving far more donations and shows of 

support than threats and that immigration reform needs to move more quickly than it currently is. 

The Commissioners thanked Pastor Knutson for coming. 
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Jennifer Duncan, Executive Director, JHS (Justice Honor Service) Multicultural Film Festival: 

Ms. Duncan introduced herself and thanked the OCHA for the time to speak. The JHS 

Multicultural Film Festival presents documentaries 8 times a year to raise awareness about the 

challenges underserved and underrepresented communities and cultures face. They partner with 

Multnomah County Library, which purchases the selected films and makes them available to the 

public for free.  

 

Ms. Duncan would like someone from the Hispanic community to serve on their board. "Harvest 

of Empire" and "Bananas!" are the two Hispanic-oriented films, showing in April and May 2015. 

Commissioner Gomez agreed to facilitate a discussion at the showing of "Harvest of Empire" on 

April 14, 2015. Nancy will coordinate with Commissioners to see if the April OCHA meeting 

can be on the 14th, so Commissioners can attend the screening after the meeting.  

 

The Commissioners thanked Jennifer for her presentation. 

 

V. Old Business 

Notario Fraud Prosecution 

Commissioner Parker went to the Oregon State Bar to discuss the possibility of legislation to 

classify Notario fraud as an obstruction of justice, thereby granting victims the opportunity to 

apply for a U-Visa. The OS Bar supports this idea and Commissioner Parker will convene a 

meeting to further explore this idea. Immigration lawyers in Oregon are waiting to learn the full 

ramifications of President Obama's upcoming Executive Order on Immigration before they 

consider their support of this classification of Notario Fraud. 

 

Chair Moreno commended the Immigration Committee for their proposed legislation for Notario 

Fraud, and envisions each OCHA committee eventually developing legislation. 

 

VI. New Business 

A. Legislative issues of interest to OCHA 

1. Health Care for All Children – there are 3 placeholders for Legislative Concepts: this will 

be policy for healthcare for all children, regardless of immigration status. One bill 

requests a Healthcare for All Children fund from the legislature. 

Community benefit dollars are funds that hospitals are asked to reinvest a percentage of 

their gains/profits back into community. OLHC is asking for these community benefit 

dollars go to support this.  

 

2. Genetically Modified Organisms/Measure 92 

Commissioner Cano read a brief statement from Magdaleno Rose-Avila, a community 

activist working on Measure 92. The vote on Measure 92 was so close a recount was 

called, which is happening county by county.  

 

3. Executive Order on Immigration/Measure 88  

Jessica Guzman introduced herself and shared a PowerPoint presentation about President 

Obama’s recent Executive Order on Immigration following the failed attempt by 

Congress to pass a bill on immigration reform. 

 

Her presentation covered updates to DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) 

and the introduction of DAPA (Deferred Action for Parental Accountability). DAPA is a 

discretionary form of immigration relief. Those who apply and are granted DAPA will 
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defer deportation for two years. Eligibility for DAPA is determined by USCIS (U.S. 

Citizenship & Immigration Services) on a case-by-case basis. To qualify for DAPA: 

individuals must have been physically present, continuously, in the United States since 

January 1, 2010. Applicants are required to present evidence of their continuous 

presence. As of this meeting the application is not available yet. The fee is close to $500 

per application. 

 

DACA is expanded under the Executive Order. The new rules will remove the age cap 

(previously only for undocumented immigrants under age 31) and applies to individuals 

in the United States as of January 1, 2010 (previously it was before June 15, 2007). 

 

DACA/DAPA needs the financial support of the government to make it happen. Jessica 

mentioned that immigration application fees were increased in the 1980s so as to ensure 

the agency is self-supporting; however, the fees are prohibitive to many. Neither DACA 

nor DAPA equate to having legal status in the US. 

 

CAUSA is growing its collaboration with other organizations to support DACA. 

 

In Oregon CAUSA and other organizations are strategizing a second attempt to pass a 

new driver card option for undocumented immigrants in 2017 or 2020.  

 

The commission thanked Jessica for her presentation. 

 

B. Joint OAC Legislative Committee Meeting 

This is the first Joint Legislative Committee meeting for the Oregon Advocacy Commissions. 

It will be Thursday, 12/16, from 12pm - 4pm. Chair Moreno will attend. 

 

C. Disproportionate discipline issue in eastern Oregon 

This item was tabled for the February 2015 meeting. 

 

D. OCHA Fundraising 

This item was tabled for the February 2015 meeting. 

 

E. Oregon Pesticides Program, Oregon Department of Agriculture – Rose Kachadoorian 

Commissioner Gomez invited Rose Kachadoorian to speak to the OCHA regarding a new 

federal safety video for those working in forest land where pesticides have been applied. 

Many of these forestry workers are Spanish speakers. 

 

The Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA), OR-OSHA (Oregon Occupational and Safety 

Health Administration) and the Oregon Department of Forestry will be developing a 15 

minute training video (both in English and in Spanish) regarding the federal Worker 

Protection Safety (WPS) standard for forestry workers. The project has been funded by US 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The goal is for workers to learn and understand 

their rights and responsibilities and this video may have national reach, as currently there is 

nothing like it available. 

 

The agencies are also creating a video for Indigenous forest workers, whose primary language 

may not be Spanish. There is a concern that workers are unaware that small amounts of 

pesticide residue on their clothes can be dangerous to their family. The term pesticides 
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includes herbicides, insecticides and fungicides. There are currently no plans to make videos 

for other types of agriculture, such as vineyards. 

 

Other actions to raise awareness and inform workers include using graphics rather than words; 

posting important information, such as air contamination levels in areas accessible to all 

workers; posting information in centrally located areas. 

  

The Commissioners thanked Rose and her team, and Commissioner Gomez for making the 

connection. 

 

F. Committee discussions 

The work of committee members on health and immigration were discussed earlier on the 

agenda and there had been no further meetings of the committees.    Commissioner Hernandez 

has been working with OCHA’s joint public policy internship with OEIB to provide content 

and editing for a new issue brief on family engagement and chronic absenteeism.   He is 

travelling and unable to report at the December OCHA meeting but will have more to discuss 

in February. 

 

G. Commissioner Reports 

Commissioner Gomez reported that the Environmental Justice Task Force (EJTF) meetings 

have been robust. She and Julie Samples, of the Oregon Law Center, co-wrote a letter on 

behalf of the EJTF to encourage the state of Oregon to develop guidelines for all agencies 

around Limited English Proficiency (LEP) guidelines. Gabriela Goldfarb is determining how 

to achieve the most impact with the letter. 

 

Commissioner Cano noted that despite Cover Oregon many people still not getting care. 

They face low premiums but high deductibles. Another issue is how are hospitals adhering to 

class and culture standards? 

 

H. OCHA’s Biennial Report to the Legislature 

This report will be due in February 2015. At the August Joint Advocacy Commissions 

meeting Chair Moreno summarized the OCHA’s recent work, and that can be the start of the 

report. The report will focus on the types of legislation, advocacy and public policy research 

the OCHA is working on, and past and current partners. Commissioners were asked to send 

bullet points of achievements to Commissioner Parker.   Judy will work with the OCHA 

leadership and staff to compile the report. 

 

VII. Administrator’s Report 

A. Governor’s Recommended Budget update and OACO’s Key Performance Measures 

The OACO’s request for 3 new staff and one position reclassification to the next level was 

included in the Governor's Recommended Budget. The next step is having the Legislature 

approve it in spring 2015.  

 

The OACO previously had 4 Key Performance Measures (KPMs); and in the 2013 session 

the legislature increased that number to 15 key indicators of administrative performance and 

Commissioners’ satisfaction. The OACO achieved a 100% rating for the 15 administrative 

KPMs, for the first time, and was rated by Commissioners above 90% in every area of 

satisfaction except for timeliness which had a slightly lower rating.   Staff bandwidth has 

been a longstanding issue for the OAC’s since their refunding with 2 staff for 4 
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Commissions.  The new staff proposed in the OACO 2015-17 budget will help with this but 

all Commissions will need to actively pursue the funding request in the 2015 legislative 

session to assure funding for the request. 

 

B. Financial Report:  As the OAC’s near the end of the current biennium on June 30, 2015, 

Lucy provides a projection of the unexpended General Funds (GF) left in the agency budget 

in February and works with the Chairs and Vice Chairs and their respective Commissions to 

develop an expenditure plan.   Last biennium, the OAC’s approved replacement of the 

OACO’s 10 year old computers with the unexpended funds along with financial support for 

advocacy days at the Capitol with community partners, leadership development 

opportunities, out of state travel for Chairs and Vice Chairs to meet with their peers 

nationally, and other uses of the funds to further the OAC’s missions and the needs of the 

Office.   She will be sending the projections to all Commissioners in February.    

 

C. Equity Reference Data from the State Library 

Lucy briefed the Commission on a new partnership that the OAC’s and the State Library's 

Reference Librarians are developing to help supply the Commissions and their policy 

partners with equity focused reference materials and data on strategic issues to the OAC’s.  

Chair Moreno requested fact sheets on immigration, health status, and contributions of 

Hispanics. 

 

D. Lucy reported that the Oregon Youth Authority (OYA) is exploring the OACs’ input on 

racial impact statements requested in the 2015 legislative session.   Lucy will meet with Joe 

O’Leary, OYA Deputy, to discuss see what they have in mind for outcomes and process and 

work with the OAC leadership to develop an appropriate plan for review and comment by the 

Commissions. 

 

VIII. For the Good of the Order 

Next OCHA meeting is Feb 12, 2015 in Salem.  It was proposed that, given Commissioner 

Gomez’s leadership to facilitate the April JHS Multicultural Film offering on Tuesday, April 

14th, the OCHA consider rescheduling its April meeting from the 9th to the 12th. Nancy will send 

a doodle to check Commissioner availability. 

  

IX. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned by common consent at 5:05pm. 


