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MINUTES 
Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 

June 29, 2011 

10 am – 2 pm 

Oregon State Capitol, House Conference Room 243 

900 Court Street NE, Salem, Oregon 

 

ATTENDEES 
Chair:   José Ibarra 

Vice Chair:  Andrea Cano 

Commissioners: Steven Bender, Rep. Ben Cannon, John Haroldson, Lupita Maurer 

(phone), Marcela Mendoza, Dagoberto Morales, Judith Parker 

(phone) 

Absent: Gilbert Carrasco, Sen. Chip Shields 

Speakers:  Rolando Cruz (OCHA/OMHS Public Policy Intern), Alison Guzman 

and Lisa Arkin (Oregon Toxics Alliance/Centro LatinoAmericano), 

Carol Cheney (Office of Multicultural Health Services),  

 

Staff:    Lucy Baker and Nancy Kramer 

 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Chair Ibarra called the meeting to order at 10:03am. He welcomed Nancy Kramer, 

new Executive Assistant, to the Commission, and Rolando Cruz as a guest. 

 
II. Adoption of the Agenda 

A change in the agenda was proposed and adopted: adjourn [recess] at 10:55am for a 

presentation for Chair Ibarra. 

Motion (Mendoza/Cano) to adopt the Agenda including a recess at 11am. 

Carried. 
 
III. Approval of Minutes of February 16 meeting 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of 2/16/11 and discussed changed to the 

minutes which included: 

Changing the Driver’s license bill t reflect that it was not passed.  

Elimination of a quote on page 4 attributed to Commissioner Cano her regarding 

housing. 

On pg 5 it should read, “…she noted…” not “…he noted…”. 

Motion (Cano/Mendoza) - to approve the minutes with changes noted. Carried 
 
IV. Chair’s report 

Chair Ibarra acknowledged the progress and the work of OCHA during his 

Chairmanship, and acknowledge the numerous people who made these achievements 

possible. He also acknowledged there is much work to still be done. 
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V. Administrator’s report 

KPMs: Lucy Baker talked about the OAC Office and KPMs – Key Performance 

Measures. The Commissions’ KPMs will be looked at in the fall; they will be done 

this summer. KPMs are done annually. 

All State agencies’ KPMs were revised. The focus is now on customer service: how 

the commissions serve the legislators and collaborate with other state agencies. 

The Joint Ways & Means Committee wants OAC’s 5 KPM to be reduced to just 

customer service. 

Lucy Baker called the State’s Organizational Transformation team and spoke with 

Sarah Gates, who can help guide OACO through the process. Sarah Gates will be 

sharing the State’s big software and training OACO staff for free. It is important that 

the Commissions adopt the KPMs so the legislators are engaged. 

There will be short-term work this summer which will then be transformed into 

biennial KPMs. 

Discussion of what audience OCHA serves followed. 

 

2011 – 2013 Budget: The new budget begins July 1st. The Senate approved a 

percentage of each budget being held back. The Commissions’ CPA did a projection 

and if the hold back does not return, the agency can still have a productive biennium. 

Rep. Cannon confirmed that $13,000 was held back. The legislative vote as to 

whether the hold back will be reinstated will happen before February. 

The 2011 – 2013 Budget passed. Frank Garcia’s office said the OAC budget was on 

its way to the governor. 

 

OCBA: This Commission is meeting with Commissioners Nick Fish and Brad 

Avakian (BOLI) at their next meeting on 7/23. The very discouraging Fair Housing 

Audit will be discussed. They will be talking about the investigation of fair housing 

claims. 

 

Administrator’s Annual Performance: the Joint Chairs conducted a personnel 

evaluation of the Administrator. They identified some areas to improve and overall 

felt they received good service. This report will be made available to any 

Commissioner who wants to see it. 

 

Transformational Health Grant: The Joint Commissions have the opportunity to be a 

part of the Transformational Health Grant. Lucy Baker has been to 2 meetings. She 

will keep the Joint Commissioners abreast. 

 

Chair Ibarra added that he was invited to attend the White House agenda and he is 

going. Commissioner Maurer was invited too. 

 

The Commission recessed at 11:00am. Chair Ibarra’s service to OCHA was 

recognized by the Senate. 

 

The meeting was reconvened at 11:22am. 

Vice Chair Cano presented Chair Ibarra with a plaque in honor of his service to 

OCHA. 

 
VI. Report on Migrant Health Study with OMHS/OCHA intern Rolando Cruz. 
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Rolando Cruz presented his work as an OCHA intern. This included a literature 

review and study of migrant worker health in Oregon. During his literature review 

he’s been researching pesticides, diabetes and other health disparities.  

 

The Commission discussed the report and had questions for Rolando Cruz. Concerns 

included: Rolando answering questions about the availability of bilingual signage, 

Spanish media, and the importance of building relationships between the workers, 

community leaders and study leaders. 

 

The Commission thanked Rolando Cruz for his report. 

 

Working lunch with Commissioner reports 

The Commissioners heard a report from Commissioner Morales about elections for 

the Consejo Consultivo del Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior (CC-IME), an 

organization created by the Mexican government. Terms are 3 years and 

nominations are currently being accepted.  

 
VII. Alison Guzman and Lisa Arkin, Oregon Toxics Alliance 

Alison and Lisa presented on the West Eugene Environmental Health and Justice 

Project. The recommendations to OCHA are appended as part of the minutes. They 

include: 

 Request that Lane County test water, urine air and blood 

 Facilitate a meeting between environmental justice and the Governor 

 Ask for State regulations for environmental justice regarding industry 

 

The Commission thanked Alison Guzman and Lisa Arkin for their report and 

presentation. 

 
VIII. Carol Cheney, Office of Multicultural Health Services 

Carol shared about the history of the OMHS and their focus 

(http://www.oregon.gov/OHA/omhs/adhoc/index.shtml). 

 

She also talked about the “State of Equity Report”: 

 Phase 1 Key Performance Measures were broken out. They learned immediately that 

there has been no standard way that people collect race/ethnicity data. The final report 

will be published this fall. 

 Phase 2 they established a task force to help create standards for race/ethnicity data 

collection, which was just adopted by the Joint Policy Board of DHS and OHA. 

  

She referenced: 

 The Rural and Migrant Health Care Equity Coordinator, a position shared with the 

Office of Health Policy and Research Delivery System Reform Unit which provides 

coordination for the Migrant Health Centers. 

 Coordinated Care Organizations (CCOs) – House Bill 3650 describes how Health Care 

Reform will be implemented in Oregon. 

 

The Commission thanked Carol Cheney for her report. 

 
IX. Elections 
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The Commissioners received ballots and envelopes in which to cast their ballots for 

Chair and Vice Chair.   The slate of officers on the ballot for Chair included: Andrea 

Cano and John Haroldson with an option for a write-in candidate. There were no 

nominations for Vice Chair. It was agreed that whichever Commissioner did not win 

would be Vice Chair. It was agreed that Staff Lucy Baker would serve as teller for 

receiving the ballots and counting the votes.  Commissioners attending the meeting 

by phone were instructed to immediately submit their votes by e-mail to Lucy who 

would see them using her Blackberry and enter them into the count. 

The balloting was conducted, the votes counted, and the results of the election were 

announced: 

 Andrea Cano was elected as Chair 

 John Haroldson was elected as Vice Chair 

 

Chair Cano and Vice Chair Haroldson assumed their duties and the Commission 

welcomed them. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:05pm. 

 



• Outreach to neighborhoods on 

industry permits.

 Spanish and English magnets of 

LRAPA’s number to call for 

complaints 

• Community initiated Bucket 

Brigade

West Eugene Community 
Action Group
Recommendations

FOR OCHA:

•Assist in finding individuals/ organizations 

willing to contribute resources for testing 

water, soil, air, urine, or blood

•Address the research problem area on Latino 

health in Lane County and asthma rates 

amongst the Latino population

•Help facilitate a meeting between  

environmental justice groups and the 

Governor

•Consider adding environmental justice 

frameworks into state regulations especially 

regarding industries
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