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Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs, Regular Meeting

Attendance:
Chair:
Vice Chair:

Commissioners:

Guests:

Staff:

Thursday, August 29, 2013, 4:00PM - 6:00PM
Lincoln Building
Oak Room, 1st floor, 421 SW Oak Street
Portland, OR 97204

Alberto Moreno

John Haroldson

Commissioner Cano Cano, Gil Carrasco (phone), Cynthia Gomez, Lupita
Maurer, Judy Parker,

Fernando Gutierrez, Oregon Employment Department; Maria Haroldson-
Chavez, Oregon State University; David Bautista, Assistant
Superintendent of the Office of Education Equity at the Department of
Education; Amanda Hess, Sen Chip Shields office; Kirk Ellis, St. Mary’s
Academy

Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer

. Call meeting to order
The meeting was called to order at 4:12pm. A quorum was established.

1. Adoption of the Agenda
MOTION (Haroldson/Gomez): The agenda was adopted. CARRIED.

I11.  Approval of Minutes from 6/20/13 meeting
MOTION (Carrasco/Haroldson) To approve the minutes as presented. CARRIED.

IV.  Guest Speaker: Mr. David Bautista Assistant Superintendent of the Office of Education
Equity at the Department of Education — presented a briefing on key initiatives including
the Oregon English Learners Statewide strategic plan. It is attached.

Mr. Bautista discussed many issues such as examining why some schools are more
successful than others in educating Hispanic students and identifying educational
practices that are successful for different communities.
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Chair Moreno asked that OCHA might invite him back for an update on ODE actionable
strategies to improve education for students of color including Latinos? Mr. Bautista
answered that he would be pleased to do so.

The Commission thanked Mr. Bautista for his presentation.

Chair’s Report and Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Maurer — attended an immigration reform meeting with Congresswoman
Bonamici. The Representative noted that at the national level there is still no cohesive
approach to immigration reform, focusing instead on a number of separate small bills.

Commissioner Gomez — reported on the upcoming 9/6/13 and 11/8/13 meetings with the
Environmental Justice Task Force (EJTF) where she represents OCHA. The Nov 8
meeting of the EJTF is currently scheduled to be held at PSU. Chair Ben Duncan hopes
to make it into a summit. Cynthia is working with a committee of 4 PSU students to plan
it.

Commissioner Cano — reported that the National Hispanic Heritage Month events give
OCHA and all partners an opportunity to join celebrations and discuss the good work of
our organizations going forward. She will be presenting at a Clackamas County
celebration.

Vice Chair Haroldson — reported that he been touring Oregon Youth Authority (OYA)
facilities. He also attended the OAC Leadership meeting in August 2013 representing
OCHA. He attended an OS Bar event/program where many Latinos participated. He
also attended Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Commission.

Sen Shields’ office — Sen. Shields’ Legislative Director Amanda Hess reported on their
work to improve issues of police accountability and excessive use of force. The
Senator’s office is also following the cost of health insurance premiums working to
assure that state approval is not being given to premiums that will price people out of the
market. She also briefly discussed the issue of background checks for community
Healthworkers. In the area of traditional health workers and others, background checks
can be a significant blockade to working in the field. As administrative rules are being
written for the new certification of traditional healthcare workers, their office is
concerned that they be written in a way that will protect care recipients while enabling
skilled workers to be certified for work in the field.

Chair Moreno — reported on the work of the Oregon Latino Health Coalition (OLHC)
which has pushed for 10 years to assure undocumented women in Oregon receive pre-
natal care with no restrictions and have now succeeded in the 2013 legislative session. He
also noted that House bill 3407 has been passed that allows primotores/community
Healthworkers to become medical assistants. This is the first type of legislation in
Oregon that focuses on traditional care. He is interested in working with OCHA and
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OLHC to explore leveraging policy changes that are systemic and lead to real actionable
change.

During his tenure as OCHA Chair, he asks that all Commissioners join him in
rededicating to and involving themselves with OCHA in realizing its potential as an
advocacy organization.

Chair Moreno noted that OCHA is again hosting the Governor’s signing ceremony for
Hispanic Heritage Month 09/18, from 1:30 - 2:00pm, at the Capitol in the Governor’s
Ceremonial Room on 2" Floor. He will be speaking at the ceremony along with Frank
Garcia, and Maria Rubio representing OLAA, prior to the Governor’s remarks and
signing.

V1. OLD BUSINESS
A. Update on Diversified Builders and Engineers Council (DBEC) and Letter of support:

Commissioner Cano provided background on the issues DBEC has raised regarding
ODOT’s interpretation of a disparity study outcome from 2007 and 2009. In a meeting
scheduled for 9/5/13 between ODOT; DBEC; and Frank Lopez, CEO of the National
Hispanic Construction Association based in Washington, DC; these issues and a
resolution will be discussed. Many who have met the established requirements as
certified minority contractors are still waiting to receive contracts. ODOT would like to
speak with the OACs.

The Commission reviewed the draft letter from OCHA to Matthew Garrett, Director of
ODOT, about DBEC’s concerns and asking ODOT to report back to OCHA on how it is
addressing the issue.

MOTION (Haroldson/Parker): to approve OCHA’s letter to ODOT on contracting
concerns with corrections. CARRIED

The letter will be sent on Tuesday in time for the 9/5/13 ODOT meeting with DBEC.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Update on Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) driver’s card - SB 833:
Commissioner Cano discussed the work that DMV is doing to provide access to the
community about the new Driver’s Card. This will include information in English and
Spanish at the DMV website and in hard copy materials. Bi-lingual DMV staff will be at
locations around the state to help with information and intake for the Driver’s Card.
DMV would also appreciate sharing the names of organizations statewide that can help it
get the information to those who need it. DMV has also asked for OCHA’s feedback on
the brochure that they are developing. Commissioner Cano shared copies of the brochure
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with the Commissioners electronically in an e-mail and asked everyone to review it and
send feedback to DMV by Sept. 9. The brochure and other materials will need to be
translated into Spanish which DMV will do through their internal sources. Commissioner
Cano thinks that there would be an opportunity for interested Commissioners to review
and comment on the Spanish version. Commissioner Haroldson and others indicated an
interest in that review. Commissioner Cano will reach out to DMV with that offer and
share the Spanish version if she can in its draft form.

OCHA Strategic Planning/Work Plan session:

The Commission discussed its process for strategic planning and developing actionable
work plans. By October, the Chair would like to have conducted an environmental scan
of the Latino community statewide as part of a needs assessment to guide Commission
advocacy. 2 survey instruments that might be useful to the effort were mentioned by
Commissioners Haroldson and Cano. One is being used in Linn and Benton Counties for
outreach to cities/counties and one was used by OLAA for its environmental scan prior to
its most recent summit. Chair Moreno will work with staff and OCHA Leadership to
choose a suitable survey tool, develop the questions and conduct the survey as a Doodle
survey or a Survey Monkey survey. After the environmental scan, OCHA will hold a
planning session with a facilitator to consider the challenges and opportunities, review
the Community mandate from the results of the survey and prepare work plans which will
be shared with the Governor’s office.

1. Developing OCHA Committee structure:

Chair Moreno also wishes to work with OCHA to develop a Committee structure in
support of its priorities and work plans.
Suggested topics included:
e Education
Economic Opportunity
Healthcare
Justice & Safety
Housing
Immigration

Vice Chair Haroldson agreed that the development of the needed infrastructure
will be essential for OCHA to do its statutory work in a sustainable way.

To start the work of the environmental scan, the Chair and Vice Chair asked the
Commissioners to send contact info from different regions in the state that could
help share the scan survey. Commissioner Parker also reminded Commissioners
to include organizational, business, manufacturing and other contacts who might
help share the survey tool widely or have a viewpoint themselves. Staff will work
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with OCHA leadership to draft a request from OCHA that will accompany the
survey mechanism and will get it to the Commissioners for review and comment.

C. Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation Ceremony:
On Sept 18, 2013, @1:30 — 2 pm OCHA will co-host the Governor’s proclamation
signing ceremony for Hispanic Heritage Month with the Governor’s Office. It will be
held in the Governor’s Ceremonial room on 2" floor in the Capitol. Chair Moreno will
MC the event. Speakers will include himself, OCHA partner OLAA represented by
Maria Rubio, a legislator from the OCHA delegates or others, Frank Garcia, Sr. Policy
Advisor on Diversity and Inclusion, and the Governor. Everyone is invited to attend.

D. Other Business:

1. Commissioner Cano also reminded the OCHA that she has a longstanding interest in
seeing OCHA honor outstanding leaders in public policy and other issues of
importance to the Latino community statewide. Making this a permanent part of
celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month in collaboration with the Governor’s Office and
community partners would be wonderful.

2. Nancy Kramer was asked to email all Commissioners information for the 2013
Hispanic Heritage Month Breakfast information.

3. Maria Chavez-Haroldson discussed an Oregon State University project in the works
for August 2014. The Center for Latino Studies and Engagement will be holding an
awards ceremony to celebrate the achievements of Latinos and Latinas.

4. Chair Moreno expressed interest in OCHA developing an award ceremony for
outstanding achievements and excellence by Hispanics in Oregon. OCHA could focus
on the 6 key priority areas. Commissioner Cano would like to focus on Labor
Workforce and Arts & Culture.

VIII. Administrator’s Report

A. 2013 - 2015 OACO budget update:
Lucy Baker provided an update on the OACO 2013 — 2015 budget which the legislature
recently passed complete with the 2 policy option packages for Office/Commission travel
and a Work-Study student. At the time of the overall state budget signing by the
Governor, 2% budget “holdbacks” were instituted for all state agencies. This means that
each agency budget will be reduced by 2% immediately in the Services and Supplies
section of the budget, and may be returned to the budget in February, 2014 after the State
Economist’s forecast. For the OACO, this means an $8,500 reduction in Services and
Supplies, which is an already small part of the budget. Lucy proposes to ask DAS to
provide the OACO with rent reduction to help offset the loss to the budget from the
holdback.



B. OACO Staffing Update:
During March 2013 Joint Ways & Means legislators encouraged OACO to ask
Commissioners what they feel they need in resources to achieve their missions? The
OACO conducted a survey of all 44 Advocacy Commissioner asking that question and
received the answer that funding for Commission related travel and additional staffing
was needed. The OAC Chairs promised the Joint Ways and Means that they would
further discuss the needs with their Commission and propose a 2015-17 budget that
would address these needs. To do this, the OACO and Frank Garcia recently met with
DAS HR to discuss the work being outlined in the strategic plans and work plans of the
Advocacy Commissions. We looked at several staffing classifications and will provide
descriptions and options to the Commissions in the Fall as part of planning the next
budget to include more staff.

C. Planning for the January 2014 joint meeting of the Advocacy Commissions - the OACO
will be working with the Commissions’ leaders to plan for the first meeting of the Joint
Commissions in January, 2014. We are currently looking for the joint meeting to be held
on a weekday TBD in the Capitol. The Joint Commissions meeting will be in the
afternoon following new Commissioner Orientation with the Governor’s staff in the
morning. Lucy welcomes all interested Commissioners to work with the Chairs to plan
the agenda for the Joint meeting and the new Commissioner orientation. Commissioner
Carrasco offered to assist.

D. The remaining item on Key Performance Measures was tabled for the next meeting.

IX. Public Comment
There was no public comment.

X. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned by common consent at 6:36pm.



