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ATTENDEES

Chair: Andrea Cano

Commissioners: Santiago Ventura, Alberto Moreno, Lupita Maurer (phone)

Staff: Lucy Baker

Guests: Martin Campos-Davis, Jessie Cortez & Jose Sandoval, Oregon Human

Development Commission (OHDC); Dr. Connie Sora, Evaristo
Romero, Maria Al Sanchez, & Lorena Sprager, La Clinica del Carifio
(LCDC); Rodney Kyar & Stan Baker, Hood River Police Department
(HRPD)

l. Meeting called to order
Meeting started at 9:15 am. Roll call taken. A quorum was not present. Approval
of Minutes from May 21, 2012, and adoption of Notes from September 13, 2012
was tabled until a quorum is present.

1. Welcome and recognition of guests
The Commission welcomed Martin Campos-Davis, the Director of the Oregon
Human Development Corporation (OHDC). Later, Jose Sandoval and Jessie
Cortez of OHDC also participated in the meeting and were welcomed. Jose
shared his work focus on health of farm workers. Jessie discussed the focus of her
work on farm worker health at OHDC.

The Commissioners introduced themselves.

I11.  Commissioner reports
Chair’s Report
e  Chair Cano reported on the partnership of OCHA with OLAA and its
participation at their Legislative conference last fall. It was well
attended and helped set the legislative agenda for the Latino
community for the 2013 legislative session.

e She had a series of meetings with the legislative leadership including
House Speaker Tina Kotek and others on the legislative issues and also
attended the opening session of the legislature. Her focus is on
building trusting relationships with key legislators.

e  She attended a number of events regarding the Death Penalty including
a meeting with Sen. Chip Shields. OCHA has gone on record as
against the death penalty.
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Andrea joined Consul General Enrique Romero Cuevas and Frank
Garcia Jr. at the USHLI Conference in Portland, lauding the good
organizational work and outreach by OCHA Commissioner John
Haroldson.

Andrea has traveled to McMinnville, Prineville, Hood River and others
to make presentations and meet with Latino local leaders.

OCHA and the other Commissions to provide joint testimony for
Cultural Competency training for health care workers.

Chair Cano has met with the Washington Latino Commission and other
organizations to discuss strategies to better support farm workers, wage
theft legislation and other topics of common concern.

Prior to the OCHA meeting, Chair Cano met with key leadership of
various organization on March 1, 2013 in Hood River. Coordinated by
Martin Campos-Davis of the Oregon Human Development
Corporation, the visits included: 1) the Hood River Valley
Legalization Project (Karen Murphy) on the issues of immigration, the
new drivers permit, labor issues, DACA processing fees, 2) Oregon
Work Source staff (Fernando Gutierrez, Gabriel Salamanca) who were
joined by Work Source Columbia Gorge, White Salmon, WA (Lazaro
Sanchez — a former OCHA commissioner - and Silvia Serrano-Huszar)
on labor issues for migrant workers, and OR/WA ‘common border
concerns’, 3) La Clinica del Carifio (the ICEO, Connie Sora, Evaristo
Romero, Paul Moyer, John Ferguson, health care and outreach staff).

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Ventura

Commissioner Santiago Ventura reported on the presentation on
Indigenous community he provided to the Hispanic Coordinating
Council. He noted that many people do not know that there is a large
number of contributing community members who are indigenous. In
his presentation, he focuses on the specific needs of the indigenous
people. He champions the culture of the indigenous community and
supports fostering these many indigenous cultures within the US.

He has been working with the Gervais Schools system to assure that
they provide appropriate supports to ESL students.

Commissioner Morales has met with the Gervais Police Department on
community issues.

He would like to have statistics on agricultural workers who are
indigenous.

Santiago is working on a project that will produce a report and
recommendations on farm worker and indigenous community needs.
He expects it to be a national model for engaging indigenous people
nationally on health and safety issues for farm workers.

Commissioner Moreno




e Commissioner Alberto Moreno introduced himself. He is the
Executive Director of the Oregon Latino Health Coalition (OLHC) and
is now the President of the Oregon Farm Workers Ministries.

e He is working with the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) and the
Governor’s Office about extending prenatal care for all Oregon women.
Rep. Alissa Keny-Guyer is helping championing that focus.

e The OLHC started in health clinics throughout the state.

e The OLHC is supporting legislation, HB 3407, which will establish a
Commission for Traditional Community Health Workers with a Board
with at least 50% representation of community members within OHA.

e The OLHC is part of the Oregon Health Care Alliance that is
promoting key issues on health, education and access issues.

Commissioner Maurer
e Commissioner Lupita Maurer met with Sen. Steiner Hayward on the
importance of driver’s license access to everyone driving safely in
Oregon. The Senator was supportive.

Community Reports

The Commission welcomed the community members joining them for the meeting
and thanked them and Martin Campos-Davis for their excellent work and help
organizing the OCHA meeting and connections in Hood River.

Lieutenant Baker of the Hood River Police Department reported on the Advisory
Board to the Chief of Police. It includes community members who meet
periodically with the Police Chief to discuss their needs to help the Police serve
the community better. The force has 3 Hispanic, 1 Black and 1 Indian Officers
which is a large percentage of the entire force. There is a large Hispanic
community in and around Hood River which has grown over the years. There are
a number of officers working on their certificate in bilingual service.

Alberto asked the officers about reports he has heard from the Hispanic
Community that they are fearful to drive because of worries around traffic stops
and involvement of ICE. The officer clarified that the Police focus on traffic
enforcement for everyone. They look for documentation from those they stop.
As long as people have documentation from the Mexican Consulate, that is fine,
but they encounter forged documentation from time to time. Itis a crime to
present forged documents, and also a crime to present false identification. He
described the system of law enforcement that is involved with intake of drivers
with false documentation and how the system then will collect finger prints and
then reporting to ICE.

Commissioners asked if the Hood River Police have considered opting out of
reporting to ICE and asked if they can help in any way. Martin Campos-Davis
noted that the Police Chief is also welcome to contact him in Hood River if the
Chief wishes to add Latino Community members to the advisory committee.
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Commissioner Ventura noted that the community safety depends on the police.
Issues of forged documentation include a deeper issue on needed training for the
Latino community on the consequences of showing forged documentation. Is
there a way for the Police to work with the Community to provide this kind of
training? Other suggestions include reaching out to the Community via radio on
this issue.

Commissioner Morales thanked the Lieutenant. Santiago noted his appreciation of
the Lieutenant’s willingness to follow up on the offer of the OCHA and
Community groups to initiate training and outreach in Hood River around
documentation issues.

Lorena Sprager, and Dofia Antonia Sanches from La Clinica del Carifio/Nuestra
Communidad Sana. Commissioner Moreno helped with the introductions, noting
that Dofia Antonia is a nationally recognized Protora in health care, as a skilled
community health worker equally skilled in culturally competent and traditional
care. She is known statewide for her work.

Doiia Antonia discussed the programs she and her colleagues support through Next
Door Inc. This includes:

e HAPA, an acronym that translates into English as Men Responsible for
Stopping Abuse. The court refers abusers to the program and they
charge for the initial assessment for qualification and also for the
sessions. The majority is referred from courts, but two participants also
jointed the program voluntarily. The requirement is attending all
classes, completing the assessment and paying the cost.

e MCHEA focused on supporting Latinos interested in advocating for
health care reform. The group has gone to Salem and talked with
legislators. They are working with a group called Gorge Ecumenical
Ministries and Immigration Reform. They are a faith community in the
Gorge partnering with MCHEA. They have also brought the Mexican
Consulate to help the community get matriculas and the needed
documentation for driving.

e The ROOTS program focuses on families harvesting produce without
chemicals for their own consumption. If they have extra, the
participants can sell their produce at their farm market.

e Children in the Middle, or in Spanish: Children in the Eye of the Storm
is a program for families who are separated by divorce or conflict and
have kids involved. The group meets monthly at the Next Door Inc.
with meetings in Spanish and English.

e NACAB focuses supporting people starting or expand their existing
business in the Hispanic Community. There is also a youth group for
young men and activities. It is a support group for young men based in
The Dalles.

Overall, these programs are primarily sponsored by grants. A recently completed
grant by the NW Health Foundation focused on physical activity and healthy
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eating. It worked at the policy level to support physical activity and healthy eating
in schools and the work place. They have now been awarded a REACH grant that
will further this work for one year with the potential for 3 years. The greatest
needs include: drivers licenses, the need for integrated immigration reform,
chronic disease from lack of exercise or healthy eating, and sexual harassment in
workplace.

They also sponsor the HAA program which covers “guest workers” who come for
several months to work in the US and then are sent back. The workers contract
with growers for their work. There are incidents of abuse in this program akin to
slavery in her view.

The Commission thanked Dofia Antonia and Lorena for their presentations. The
Commission invited them to share any statements of community need with them,
which would be most helpful to the work of the Commission.

Martin Campos-Davis discussed the farm workers they serve through the Oregon
Human Development Commission (OHDC.) Most of their clients are Hispanic
but there is a small sampling of Asian farm workers and Nigerian farm workers.
OADC.org has community surveys for farm workers are available on their website
on farm worker needs.

Jessie Cortez also from OHDC discussed her program. She shared her
background is as a harvester of fruit and at a packing house. She participated in
the same programs that she now leads, helping others participate in training.

Jose Sandoval, a Job Developer with OHDC, reported on the growth of the agency
over the past several years. They are partnering with DHS, the Health
Department, and the Next Door Inc. Their clients come to the program as farm
workers who want to training for better, more stable jobs. OHDC and their
partners help with English training and other skills to help with their success in the
job search and employment. They provide internships for the participants to
become trained with employers that increases their diverse job skills. They also
have On the Job Training contracts with corporations needing a higher skill level
that pays half the salaries of new workers during their training period. He is also
working on establishing a Spanish language GED program with University
Extension. Jose hopes to have success in April. Clients who come through the
program have significantly higher percentages of finding better jobs and making
significantly better pay.

Dr. Connie Sora presented about her work for La Clinica del Carifio. She works
with clients to develop healthy lifestyles and healthy eating. The Clinic has
existed for 27 years and Dr. Sora has worked there for 11 years. Many of their
clients are uninsured, so they strive to provide low cost care and reasonably priced
pharmacy. Most of their staff are bilingual and bicultural. Their Community
Health Worker programs direct people to the clinic and have helped established
trust in the community. She and her fellow clinicians have also provided
character reference in deportation hearings and have resolved a number of
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deportation proceedings favorably for their clients. Their funding has been very
slim. It exists because the community and other agencies care about La Clinica
and donate their time, talent and energy. The challenges facing La Clinica are the
number of uninsured patients growing so quickly that they are unable to cover
these needs. They can now only see 30 % uninsured clients, but the demand is
over 50% uninsured. The other change they had to make includes their sliding fee
schedule. Low as it is, the payment must now be paid prior to being seen and that
has caused them to turn away a number of those seeking care. The national
Affordable Care Act will help next year. Her goal is to turn no one away.
Addressing diabetes, obesity and physical education is essential. Other challenges
include pre-natal care and obstetrics. The women she sees are often isolated, and
have no driver’s license. She is encouraged with the driver license work that may
produce legislation and other efforts she has heard today. Also she noted that La
Clinica must go to migrant camps early or drinking complicates their connection
with the Clinic. She considers alcoholism at the camps to be a serious problem.

Evaristo Romero presented on his work at La Clinica del Carifio. He believes that
drinking is an issue in the worker camps. He sees patients there. Transportation
and the long hours and demands of the work prevent migrant workers from
attending their clinic appointments. RAMAS is a coalition of migrant services and
the cherry growers working to assure farm workers know of the services available
to them during the season. They also present to the growers meeting that occurs
annually before the season.

All the presenters underlined the importance of health insurance and the 11 million
undocumented people with no care. The Federal mandate is clear that all must be
served, but there are loopholes allowing a growing trend to non-service.
Immigration reform is needed because the Affordable Care Act excludes
undocumented individuals.

Commissioner Moreno will request that the presenters today on health are invited
to speak at an upcoming health forum and meet with Tricia Tillman.

Lorena Sprager noted that their legislators have met them and the Latino
community to discuss the need for driver’s license reform. Rep. John Huffman
had already held Spanish language meetings with constituents. Sen. Mark
Johnson also was very responsive and later both legislators helped pass the Tuition
Equity out of committee. She also reported on the CAUSA/PCUN bus tour on
health, education and driver license reform that will include their area. They have
invited growers, the police and other community leaders to attend the presentations
associated with the bus tours. They also held a candidate forum for the Police
Chief and District Attorney with 160 individuals attending to ask questions of the
Commissions.

Commissioner Ventura stressed that the underlying issue is poverty.



VI.

VII.

VIII.

The OCHA thanked the community members who presented at the meeting and
look forward to working closely with them on issues in the future.

Working lunch

The Commission broke for a working lunch from 12:30 — 1:30 pm to meet and
discuss the issues of Mr. and Mrs. Lopez who wish to address the Commission on
issues with their employer, a fruit grower.

Community discussion resumed

The Commission reconvened at 1:30 pm to meet with Mr. and Mrs. Lopez. After
hearing about their concerns regarding housing, employment, and health the
Commission referred them to the Oregon Law Center with the possibility of
further follow-up.

Administrator’s report

Lucy Baker, Administrator of the Oregon Advocacy Commissions, reported
briefly on the current OCHA internship. She noted that she will work with the
OCHA to set a briefing for the Commission on their internship with the Oregon
Education Investment Board around developing policy briefs on issues of
education gaps, possibly at the next regular OCHA meeting. Commissioner Perez
has been the champion for this internship on the OCHA.

She also discussed the upcoming presentation of the Oregon Advocacy
Commissions’ budget before the Joint Ways and Means’ General Government
Committee of the legislature. Chair Cano has reached out to OCHA partner
OLAA for their testimony in support of the OAC budget and they have agreed to
do so. OCHA has also asked Alberto Moreno at the Oregon Latino Health
Coalition for their supportive testimony and he has agreed. The Commissions’
budget hearing is scheduled for March 111,

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned by common consent at 2:30 pm.



