
Forecast for 2013
Oregon Commission 

on Hispanic Affairs

1983 – 2013 – 30 Years of Service 



OCHA Mandate

• The Commission is authorized by Oregon Revised Statute 185.310 - 185.330 to:

• 1. Monitor existing programs and legislation designed to meet the needs of 
Oregon’s Hispanic population.

• 2. Identify and research problem areas and issues affecting the Hispanic 
community and recommend actions to the Governor and the Legislative 
Assembly, including recommendations on legislative programs.

• 3. Maintain a liaison between the Hispanic community and government 
entities.

• 4. Encourage Hispanic representation on state boards and commissions.

• 5. Hold meetings to conduct its business. 



Tasks
• Researches and collates data on issues pertinent to the Hispanic 

community.

• Focuses on a statewide context – from the rural, urban, suburban, 
and coastal regions—to identify current programs and determine 
what gaps exist in social services.

• Refers people to professionals—putting seekers of specific services 
together with the individual or organization most capable of 
meeting their needs.

• Monitors existing programs that affect the Latino community within 
state government and the private sector.

• Develops and monitors legislation that affects the Hispanic/Latino 
community in Oregon.



Tasks

• Testifies before the Oregon Legislature on bills and measures deemed 
appropriate by the Commission and constituency.

• Encourages Oregon residents to resolve their own local issues in a 
positive, productive manner, with appropriate community stakeholders.

• Seeks and identifies emerging Hispanic leadership throughout the state.

• Promotes positive aspects of the Hispanic community.

• Works with its sister advocacy commissions, the Commissions on Women, 
Black, and Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs to foster greater community as 
well as the implementation and establishment of economic, social, legal 
and political equality for minorities in Oregon.
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OCHA History
• 1971 - Commission on Chicano Affairs

Created to address the needs and concerns of migrant workers. Governor Tom McCall 
appointed 15 members to work with a ten thousand-dollar grant from the Oregon 
Department of Human Resources to identify Hispanic concerns, educate themselves on 
policy and policy making, and seek methods for improving working conditions and 
community relations for Oregon's Hispanic population.

1981 - Governor's Commission on Hispanic Affairs

Created by Governor Vic Atiyeh with nine appointed members.

1983 - Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs
The Commission on Hispanic Affairs was created by the 1983 Legislative Assembly to work for 
the implementation of economic, social, legal, and political equality for Hispanics in Oregon. 
The Commission monitors existing programs and legislation to ensure that the needs of 
Hispanics in Oregon are met. The Commission researches problems and issues and 
recommends appropriate action, maintains a liaison between the Hispanic community and 
government entities, and encourages Hispanic representation on state boards and 
commissions. See the Oregon Blue Book for more information about the history of the 
Commission.

http://www.bluebook.state.or.us/








Pew Center on Young Latinos
Nation  - 50 Million total pop. Oregon – 452,000 total pop.

In 2010, just 17.6% of young 

(18-29) Latino eligible voters 

voted. 

That's roughly 1 in 6 eligible 

young Latino voters participating 

in elections.

• Hispanics median age  - 23 yr

• 36% of Hispanic eligible voters in 

Oregon are ages 18-29, so eligible 

Hispanic voters are young voters. 

• An additional 33.5% of eligible 

Hispanics are between 30-44 years old.

US born 62%, foreign 38%

•  20% of Hispanic eligible voters in 

Oregon (21%) are naturalized U.S. 

citizens.



Hispanics in Oregon’s Eligible Voter Population
• The Hispanic population in Oregon is the 19th largest in the nation.4 About 

452,000 Hispanics reside in Oregon, 0.9% of all Hispanics in the United States.

• Oregon’s population is 12% Hispanic, the 14th largest Hispanic population share 
nationally.

• There are 146,000 Hispanic eligible voters in Oregon—ranking 21st in Hispanic 
eligible voter population nationally. California ranks first with 5.9 million.

• Some 5% of Oregon eligible voters are Hispanic, the 20th largest Hispanic eligible 
voter share nationally. New Mexico ranks first with 39%.

• Less than one-in-three (32%) Hispanics in Oregon are eligible to vote, ranking 
Oregon 39th nationwide in the share of the Hispanic population that is eligible to 
vote. By contrast, 80% of the state’s white population is eligible to vote.

http://www.pewhispanic.org/2012/10/01/latinos-in-the-2012-election-oregon/


•Hispanic Origin. Hispanic eligible voters in Oregon have a different 

Hispanic origin profile from Hispanic eligible voters nationwide. More than 

three-quarters (76%) of Hispanic eligible voters in Oregon are of Mexican 

origin; another 5% are of Puerto Rican origin and 2% are Cuban. Among all 

Hispanic eligible voters in the U.S., 59% are Mexican, 14% are Puerto Rican, 

and 5% are Cuban. 

•Educational Attainment. Nearly one-quarter of Latino eligible voters in 

Oregon (23%) have not completed high school, slightly less than Hispanic 

eligible voters in the U.S. (25%) but more than double the 9% rate of all 

Oregon eligible voters. 

•Homeownership. About half of Hispanic eligible voters in Oregon (51%) live 

in owner-occupied homes, below the share of all Hispanic eligible voters 

nationwide (58%). Greater shares of all eligible voters in Oregon (66%) and 

all eligible voters nationwide (69%) live in owner-occupied homes.

Origin, Education, Homeownership



Political Party 

Affiliation



Hispanic/Latino/Indígena Orgs
(Sampling) 

• Oregon Latino Agenda for Action

• Oregon Hispanic Bar Association

• Society of Hispanic Professional 
Engineers

• Oregon Association of Latino 
Administrators

• Latino Health Coalition Network

• Oregon Latina Nurses Association

• Organización de Campesinos 
Indígenas de Oregón

• Oregon Child Development Coalition

• Oregon Human Development Corp.

• Rural Development Initiative

• Rural Organizing Project

• Latino Alliance of Willamette Valley

• Hispanic Advisory Committee, City of 
Hermiston

• Hispanic Entrepreneurs, Rogue Valley

• Latino Network

• Centro Latinoamericano

• Centro Cultural

• Latino Community Association

• Adelante Mujeres

• Una Voz Unida

• PCUN, CAUSA, UNETE

• Latino Union Leadership Network

• Diversified Builders, Engineers 
Council (DBEC)



Indigenous Community - OCIMO   
2004

If you are a farm worker in Oregon, 
you are indigena. Over 40% of 
recently arrived workers, families are 
from our communities

Santiago Ventura, founder



OCHA PRIORITIES
A Culture of Presence, Participation, Perspective

• Leadership  - Identify, Develop, Involve

• Civic Engagement  - Fed, State, Local

• Voter Registration & Education

• Public Policy on ALL Issues

• Diversity of Narratives

• Relationships & Community Building

• Strategic Legislative Activity & Advocacy



2012 Legislative Session

• JOBS – Livable & Family Wages, Job Security

• EDUCATION – Access, Affordability, 

Achievement

• HEALTH – Access, Equity, Affordability

• GENDER EQUITY – Employment, Boards etc.

• STATE BUDGET – Services, Social Safety Net,
OR Advocacy Commissions



2013 Legislative Session

• PUBLIC SAFETY

• HOUSING

• STATE OF OREGON 10 YEAR PLAN

• CIVIL LIBERTIES

• LABOR

• HEALTH

• ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT



Web Sources

• Pew Hispanic Research Center  http://www.pewhispanic.org/

• 150 years of Latino Contributions in Oregon 
http://www.oregon.gov/Hispanic/pdfs/150_Years_of_Latino_
Contributions_in_Oregon.pdf

• Immigration Policy Center – “New Americans in the Beaver 
State: the Political and Economic Power of Immigrants, 
Latinos, & Asians in Oregon”

• Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs

http://www.oregon.gov/Hispanic/about_us.shtml

http://www.pewhispanic.org/
http://www.oregon.gov/Hispanic/pdfs/150_Years_of_Latino_Contributions_in_Oregon.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/Hispanic/pdfs/150_Years_of_Latino_Contributions_in_Oregon.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/Hispanic/about_us.shtml


OCHA/OACO
OCHA is one of four governor-appointed advocacy commissions 

serving the State of Oregon.  Others are Commission on 
women, Commission on Black Affairs, Commission on Asian 
and Pacific Islander Affairs

Staff for the four commissions include Lucy Baker, Administrator, 
and Nancy Kramer, Executive Assistant

By Mail:
1515 SW 5th Avenue,  Ste 1050, Portland, OR 97201

In Person: 
Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 5:00pm , except for furlough days

Ocha.chair@gmail.com or OACO.mail@das.state.or.us

OACO Phone: 503-302-9725,  Fax: 503-473-8519    Chair: 503 804 2785

mailto:Ocha.chair@gmail.com
mailto:OACO.mail@das.state.or.us

