Northwest National Marine Renewable Energy Center Wave Energy Test Project
Statement of Consistency with Oregon’s Territorial Sea Plan

Project Overview

The purpose of the proposed project is to collect environmental, technical, and energy resource
information to support responsible development of wave energy technologies. The project would be
located within a 1-square-nautical-mile area (project site) in the Pacific Ocean, approximately two miles
off the coast of Oregon near the city of Newport. Primary project components include a nominal, %
scale WET-NZ wave energy conversion device, an Ocean Sentinel Instrumentation Buoy, a Power and
Communications Cable, a TRIAXYS Wave Measurement Buoy, and associated mooring systems. The
proposed project will not be connected to the electric grid.

The first deployment is planned for the summer of 2012, for a period of approximately three months
between June 1 and September 30, 2012. Upon conclusion of testing at the end of the summer, the
WET-NZ and Ocean Sentinel devices would be removed; the mooring systems will remain in place so
that the devices could be deployed for a second test period in the summer of 2013. Upon conclusion of
testing in the summer of 2013, the devices will be removed. All project components, including the
mooring systems, will be removed by the end of the Nationwide Permit authorization period.

Oregon Coastal Management Program (OCMP) Enforceable Policies

The project site is located within the Territorial Sea of the State of Oregon and is therefore subject to
review for consistency with Statewide Planning Goal 19 (Ocean Resources) and Oregon’s Territorial Sea
Plan (TSP). The project site was identified through a comprehensive a site selection process that
involved environmental studies and consultation with stakeholders and other interested parties. This
site was posted in the Newport Times on April 26, 2011, and the Oregonian on April 20, 2011, for final
consideration by the public. After a 30-day period no objections were voiced.

The site location was then registered with the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and
Development for inclusion in the TSP. Pursuant to Part Five of the TSP, “An application for a permit,
license, or other authorization for the installation and use of the Northwest National Marine Renewable
Energy Center mobile test berth site is not subject to the requirements of sections B or C, above.”
Therefore, a resource inventory and evaluation is not required for this consistency determination.
Because the project site was selected in coordination with stakeholders and the purpose is to better
understand the ecological, economic and social impacts and benefits of wave energy, the proposed
project is consistent with Part Five of the Territorial Sea Plan and Goal 19.

Potential Effects

Given the relatively small spatial and temporal scale of the proposed project, any effects would be minor
and temporary. Standard, removable mooring systems will be utilized, so the proposed project would
only have minimal, temporary impacts on the benthic environment associated with the deployment and
removal of anchors. The Joint Permit Application submitted for the proposed project is accompanied by
environmental documentation prepared for the proposed project, including a Biological Assessment.
The analysis and information in these documents demonstrate that the proposed project is not



expected to have any significant environmental impacts which would prove harmful to the ocean
ecosystem or nearshore environment. Further, NNMREC has developed monitoring and adaptive
management plans for the proposed project to ensure there are no adverse environmental effects.

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued Water Quality Certification (WQC)
under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act for activities authorized under Nationwide Permit 5, subject to
the specific water quality conditions and criteria provided by DEQ. DEQ representatives have verified
that if the proposed project is authorized under Nationwide Permit S, then it qualifies for 401 Water
Quality Certification by complying with the conditions and criteria provided by DEQ. The Applicant
agrees to comply with any conditions provided by DEQ and acknowledges that the District Engineer,
State or Tribe may require additional water quality management measures for the Project.

The proposed project will comply with applicable navigational regulations for marking, lighting, and
informing mariners of the location of in-water and on-water system components. Marker buoys will be
placed at the project site when the WET-NZ device and instrumentation buoy are removed taken to
Newport between deployments. In addition, the project components will be outfitted with automatic
identification system transmitters that can provide navigation assistance for locating the devices in the
unlikely event they break free from the mooring system. Project deployment, maintenance and
removal activities will be timed so as not to interfere with or create a hazard to recreational or
commercial navigation or fishing, and all in-water work shall be conducted during the listed in-water
work window, as applicable. As such, the proposed project will only have a minimal, temporary impact
on navigation.

An initial evaluation of the project area indicates to the best of our knowledge, the described activity is
not located on property registered or eligible for registration in the latest published version of the
National Register of Historic Places. At this time the applicant is unaware of any cultural resource
surveys of the project area. As part of the Nationwide Permit review process, the Corps will provide
notice of the proposed project to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), interested Native
American Indian Tribes, and other interested parties to confirm that no cultural resources are located in
or would be affected by the proposed project. If any historic and/or archaeological resources and/or
artifacts are encountered during construction, all construction activity will immediately cease, and the
State Historic Preservation Office will be contacted.

Certification
In accordance with the requirements of the Coastal Zone Management Program, NNMREC hereby
certifies that the proposed project complies with and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent
with the Oregon Coastal Management Program.
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