










Eugene's minimum parking requirements
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Cruising for Parking



Suppose you want to park for 1 hour

Curb parking is 50¢ an hour.

Off-street parking is $4.50 an hour.

How long would you be willing to cruise for 
curb parking rather than pay the higher 
price for off-street parking?



TWENTIETH CENTURY CRUISING

AverageShare of
searchtraffic
timecruisingCityYear

(minutes)(percent)
19%Detroit (1)1927
34%Detroit (2)1927

8.0Washington1933

17%New Haven1960

6.1London (1)1965
3.5London (2)1965
3.6London (3)1965

6.074%Freiburg1977

9.0Jerusalem1984

11.530%Cambridge1985

12.2Cape Town1993

7.98%New York (1)1993
10.2New York (2)1993
13.9New York (3)1993

6.5San Francisco1997

6.5Sydney2001

8.130%Average









TABLE 14-1

SEARCH TIME FOR CURB PARKING  IN WESTWOOD VILLAGE

Search time (minutes)Price of
WestwoodMario'sHamburgerAcapulcocurb

AveragePlayhouseRestaurantHamletRestaurantparkingHour

6.27.25.45.76.6$0.504pm-5pm

7.89.07.66.87.6$0.505pm-6pm

9.410.68.59.88.7$0.006pm-7pm

9.711.110.09.28.3$0.007pm-8pm

8.39.57.97.97.8Average
Note: Cruising times are the average of 10 observations at each site during each hour.
The price of curb parking was 50 cents per hour before 6pm, and free after 6pm.
The price of off-street parking was $1 per hour before 6pm, and $2 per entry after 6pm.
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TABLE 14-2

A DAY OF CRUISING IN WESTWOOD VILLAGE

TotalCruisingCruisingTotalSearchParkingAverage
cruisingdistancedistancesearchtime perturnoversearch
distanceper meterper parkingtimemeterper metertime
(VMT)(VMT)(VMT)(hours)(minutes)(cars)(minutes)Hour

(8)=(7)x470(7)=(3)x(6)(6)(5)(4)=(2)x(3)(3)(2)(1)

00.00.000.01.90.08am-9am

00.00.000.02.30.09am-10am

1130.20.281.11.20.910am-11am

2960.60.3334.22.12.011am-noon

4230.90.6526.61.54.4noon-1pm

3380.70.4496.31.83.51pm-2pm

3290.70.5455.71.44.12pm-3pm

2350.50.5273.41.03.43pm-4pm

5081.10.9587.41.26.24pm-5pm

7331.61.27810.01.37.75pm-6pm

1970.41.4222.80.39.46pm-7pm

4611.01.4536.80.79.77pm-8pm

3030.60.5354.51.43.3Average

3,6337.7--4265417--Total



Cruising creates excess vehicle travel

1. It takes 3 minutes to find a curb space, and the turnover 
rate is 10 cars per space per day.

2. Cruising 3 minutes for parking at a curb space 10 times a 
day creates 30 vehicle-minutes of travel per curb space 
per day.

3. Cruising for 30 minutes at 10 miles an hour creates 5 
VMT per curb space per day.

4. Cruising 5 VMT a day for 500 spaces creates 2,500VMT 
per day.

5. Cruising 2,500 VMT a day for 365 days creates 912,500 
VMT per year.



How far is 912,500 VMT?

• 36 trips around the earth (25,000 miles)

• 2 round trips to the moon (239,000 miles)

• At 10 miles an hour, it would take one 
person 10 years, 24 hours a day, to drive 
912,500 miles.



 

 
 
 

Right-priced curb parking 
 
 

1 of 8 curb spaces vacant 
 
 

No cruising 
 
 

Average search time = 0 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Underpriced curb parking 
 
 

All curb spaces occupied 
 
 

Cruising for parking 
 
 

Average search time = 3.3 minutes 
 

 
 
 
 

 







In-vehicle
parking meter



Parking occupancy sensors



Redwood City parking ordinance
To accomplish the goal of managing the supply of parking and 
to make it reasonably available when and where needed, a 
target occupancy rate of eighty-five percent (85%) is hereby 
established.

The Parking Manager shall survey the average occupancy for 
each parking area in the Downtown Meter Zone that has 
parking meters. Based on the survey results, the Parking 
Manager shall adjust the rates up or down in twenty-five cent 
($0.25) intervals to seek to achieve the target occupancy rate.

Revenues generated from on-street and off-street parking 
within the Downtown Meter Zone boundaries shall be 
accounted for separately from other City funds and may be 
used only  . . .within or for the benefit of the Downtown Core 
Meter Zone.



Toll schedule on I-15 Express 
Lanes in San Diego



Toll schedule 
on SR 91 
Express Lanes 
in Orange 
County



Turning Small Change into Big 
Changes



1978 Plan for Old Pasadena

“The area’s been going downhill for years.”

“It’s a bunch of dirty old buildings.”

“It’s filthy.”

“It’s Pasadena’s sick child.”

“The area is unsafe.”








