














would be substituted that meets the minimum
requirements for the indicator species. The original
area could then be salvaged and reforested.

An old growth area will be considered significantly
aitered if it no longer meets the minimum habitat
needs for the indicator species.

M27-9 Firewood cutting and gathering is not
permitted.

Range

M27-10 Livestock grazing is generally not compati-
ble with old growth areas. The existing Glaze
cattle allotment will continue unless found through
the Allotment Management Planning Process to
be in conflict with wildlife values.

M27-11 Exotic plants will not be introduced.
Vegetative manipulation to enhance forage produc-
tion or species composition for livestock consump-
tion is not permitted.

Wildlife

M27-12 Snags, and the live trees needed for
future snags, will be maintained at 100 percent of
the maximum potential population of primary
cavity-nesting birds using the Deschutes National
Forest Wildlife Tree Implementation Plan. Live
trees in lodgepole pine stands may not be available
over the next few decades due to existing and
predicted bark beetle-caused mortality. Dead,
down trees will be managed to maximize biological
diversity.

Minerals

M27-13 This Management Area is open to mineral
entry for mining claims for locatable minerals.

M27-14 Geothermal leases will be issued with No
Surface Occupancy Stipulations.

M27-15 Pits and quarries for common materials
are not permitted.

Visual

M27-16 Management activities will meet or exceed
the inventoried visual quality objective.

Transportation

M27-17 Access by road or trail will be limited to
the minimum standard and density that meets the
objectives of this Management Area. Roads no
longer needed will be closed and allowed to
revegetate naturally. Helispots and transmission
corridors will not be allowed. Trail construction
may occur within the Lower Black Butte portion of
this Management Area.

Fire Management
Wildfire

M27-18 in Ponderosa pine forest, when existing
and predicted burning conditions favor low intensity
fires, containment suppression tactics are appropri-
ate. This may include burning out from existing
barriers and scratch lines.

M27-19 High intensity fires will be suppressed.

M27-20 The low intensity burn acre objective for
each old growth area will be the same as the
adjacent management area with the lowest burn
acre objective.

Prescribed Fire

M27-21 In Ponderosa pine stands, prescribed fire
may be used to achieve desired old growth
characteristics. It may also be used to reduce
unacceptable fuel loadings that potentially could
result in high intensity wildfire.

Fuel Treatment Other Than Prescribed Fire
M27-22 Prescribed fire is the preferred method of
fuel treatment. However, if prescribed fire cannot
reduce unacceptable fuel loadings, other methods
will be considered.

Fuel Loadings

M27-23 Natural fuel loading will normally be the
standard.
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Special Uses

M27-24 Special uses may be authorized if they
do not detract from the values of this Management
Area. Transmission corridors and helispots will
not be permitted.

Forest Health

M27-25 Monitor pests normally associated with
old growth ecosystems to prevent unacceptable
damage to adjacent areas.

M27-26 See Forest-wide standards/guidelines for
Forest Health. Only practices which are compatible
with the objectives of this Management Area will
be adopted when considering the treatment of
insects and diseases.
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Management Area 28
Metolius Wild and
Scenic River

Goal

To protect and enhance those outstandingly
remarkable values that qualified segments of the
Metolius River for inclusion in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers system.

General Theme and Objectives

The following S&Gs will ensure that the values
which qualified the river for inclusion in the National
Wild and Scenic River System are preserved until
the management planning is completed for the
Metolius River. These S&Gs will serve as interim
management direction, in conjunction with current
interim management direction provided through
Regional Policy, until the formal river corridor
management plan is completed and the Forest
Land and Resource Management Plan is amended
to include the appropriate direction.

The primary objectives for managing waterways
which are components of the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System will be to protect the
outstandingly remarkable values identified for the
river and maintaining the free-flowing nature of
the river. The difference between a wild, scenic,
or recreational section of river is measured by the
degree of development, appropriate types of land
use and ease of accessibility by roads and trails.

This Management Area contains a total of 4.6 M
acres. 1.3 M acres were identified as not suitable
for timber production during the analysis of the
management situation in accordance with CFR
219.14(a). During the analysis of alternatives using
the criteria in 36 CFR 219.14(c), 4.6 M acres were
identified as not appropriate for timber production
for this Management Area. Review and reconsidera-
tion of these findings must be done in accordance
with CFR 219.14(d).

Standards and Guidelines

M28-1 The following guidelines set forth standards
for the Metolius River segments designated as
scenic and recreational. These guidelines should
be applied to the extent of the Forest Service’s
jurisdiction over federal lands, federal scenic or
access easements, and other interests. They do
not apply to privately owned lands.

M28-2 Forest-wide S&Gs found in Chapter 4 also
contain important direction to be implemented
within the scenic and recreational river classifica-
tions.

M28-3 Standards for the Scenic segment of the
Metolius River

This segment of the river begins at Bridge 99 and
proceeds 17.1 miles to Lake Billy Chinook.

Vegetation Management: Vegetation management
activities would be confined to those required to
meet heailth and safety needs and protect re-
sources during catastrophic situations. Vegetation
outside the boundary but within the visual seen
area should be managed in a manner which retains
its visual quality.

Water Supply: All water supply dams and major
diversions are prohibited.

Hydroelectric Power: No development of hydro-
electric power facilities would be permitted.

Flood Control: Flood control dams and levees
would be prohibited.

Mining: Subject to regulations 36 CFR 228 that
the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior may
prescribe to protect the values of rivers included
in the National System, new mining claims and
mineral leases could be allowed. However, mineral
activity must be conducted in a manner that
minimizes surface disturbance, sedimentation and
pollution, and visual impairment.

Geothermal: Geothermal leasing will not be
permitted in this management area.

Road Construction: Few low standard primitive
roads presently access this portion of the river
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corridor. Those roads and the access they provide
would be permitted to remain in place during the
interim period in which the river management
plan is being developed and prior to amendment
of this plan. New roads and access facilities would
not be permitted.

Recreation Development: New recreational
facilities considered would be required to conform
with the primitive definitions in the ROS users
guide.

Structures: Any concentrations of habitations are
limited to relatively short reaches of the river
corridor. New structures would not be permitted.

Utilities: New transmission lines, gas lines, water
lines, etc. would not be permitted.

Motorized Travel: Motorized travel on land or
water may be permitted, prohibited or restricted
as necessary to protect the identified river values.

M28-4 Standards for the Recreational segment
of the Metolius River

This section of the river begins approximately
2,055 feet north of Metolius Springs and proceeds
north to Bridge 99.

Vegetation Management: Vegetation management
activities would be confined to those which protect
the immediate river environment, and its outstand-
ingly remarkable resource values.

Dead or dying trees adjacent to the river and
associated recreation facilities should be evaluated
for their scenic, wildlife and fisheries (should they
fall in the river) values as well as for any safety
and disease control risks they may pose.

Water Supply: Existing low dams, spring develop-
ment, diversion works, rip rap, water wheels and
other minor structures are permitted to remain in
place during the interim planning period, provided
the waterway remains generally natural in appear-
ance. New structures will not be permitted.

Hydroelectric Power: Development of hydroelec-
tric power facilities is prohibited.

Flood Control: Existing flood control works may
be maintained. New structures are prohibited.

Mining: Subiject to regulations (36 CFR 228) that
the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior may
prescribe to protect values of rivers included in
the National System, new mining claims and mineral
leases are allowed and existing operations are
allowed to continue. Mineral activity must be
conducted in a manner that minimizes surface
disturbance, sedimentation and pollution, and
visual impairment.

Geothermal: Geothermal leasing will not be
permitted in this management area.

Recreation Development: Numerous recreation
facilities exist in the form of campgrounds picnic
areas and various interpretive sites and trails.
Additional facilities will not be constructed during
the interim planning period unless considered
necessary to resolve a health and safety problem,
or to reduce resource damage.

Structures: Small communities as well as dis-
persed or cluster residential developments are
allowed. New structures for both habitation and
for intensive recreation use will not be permitted
during the interim period. Reconstruction, replace-
ment or repair of existing facilities will be permitted
if their resulting appearance and use is consistent
with the resource values identified for the river in
the Metolius River Resource Assessment. Manage-
ment of existing stream banks and structures
close to the river bank, including summer homes,
will focus on reestablishing natural riparian vegeta-
tion. This is especially important on islands which
may have wildlife habitat value.

Utilities: New transmission lines, gas lines, water
lines, etc., are discouraged. Where no reasonable
alternative exists, additional or new facilities should
be restricted to existing rights-of-way. Where new
rights-of-way are indicated, they will be required
to protect or enhance the resource values identified
for the river.

Motorized Travel: Motorized travel on land or
water may be permitted, prohibited or restricted,
consistent with the resource values identified for
the river. Controls will usually be similar to
surrounding lands and waters.

Additional S&Gs for River Classifi-
cations
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Wildlife and Fish

M28-5 Management will emphasize maintenance
.or enhancement of habitat for watchable wildlife
especially in the riparian zone. Retention of snags
will be emphasized for dependent species habitat
and as a source of large organic debris for the
river. Snags which may be a hazard in recreation
sites will receive careful scrutiny and will be
removed only if they pose a hazard.

M28-6 Fish and wildlife habitat improvement
projects will be permitted but should be natural
appearing and be compatible with other important
values of the riverine setting. Fish habitat improve-
ments will not create unacceptable hazards to
boaters.

M28-7 Portions of this Management Area have
been identified as key elk habitat. Refer to
Forest-wide standards/guideline WL-42-50 for
management guidelines for this area.

Wildfire

M28-8 All wildfires will be agressively controlled
by using low impact methods as much as practica-
ble. Firelines constructed by hand will be favored
over firelines constructed by heavy equipment,

except where high intensity fire situations may
exist.

Recreation Residence

M28-9 Recreation residence tract objectives will
be used as guidelines for management of the
recreation residences along the river during the
interim management period.

Administration

M28-10 The Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1988 requires that the 17.1 mile
Scenic segment of the river from Bridge 99 to
Lake Billy Chinook be managed by the Secretary
of Agriculture, through a cooperative agreement
between the Secretary of Interior and the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation. In
addition, a variety of County, State, and Federal
government entities have responsibilities and
interests in the management of the Metolius River
corridor. Each has a unique area of expertise and
authority, and each can make a contribution in
protecting this River. Working cooperatively with
these organizations and the public to develop the
Metolius River Wild and Scenic River Management
Plan will be an essential part of the Forest Service
management planning effort.
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