


streets and roads, schools, parks and open space over the 20-year planning period
consistent with the land need requirements of Goal 14 and this rule.”

The UGB expansion proposal includes 20 acres for a new campus for Portland
Community College (PCC). The record contains a letter from property owner Airpark
Development, stating that they have “structured a preliminary agreement with PCC for
the purchase of 20 acres for a new 'Columbia County Center’ for the college.” (Rec.
2020)

I am not sure this is true, since the record does not appear to contain any
corroborating evidence to confirm Airpark Development’s claim, despite requests from
the public for a letter from PCC stating that they had definite plans to site a college here,
and general skepticism regarding the claimed need (Rec. 700, 732). It is also unclear that
the “preliminary agreement” referenced by Airpark Development is binding on PCC, or
merely tentative.” Actual purchase may be dependent on future study and decision-
making by PCC.

However, even if it were proven that PCC has made a binding commitment to
purchase this land, this would not establish that the site is needed to meet a genuine 20-
year need for educational facilities. An institution may choose to consider property
acquisitions for facilities that serve needs beyond the 20-year horizon.

The proposal makes no effort to quantify the actual 20-year need for regional
educational facilities. No school master plans are referenced. No evaluation of expected
PCC student growth is provided. There is also no information about the remaining
capacity in PCC’s existing facilities. Therefore, there is insufficient evidence to conclude
that additional land is needed for a regional educational facility within the next 20 years.

Remedy: Remand the £OA with instructions to remove the 20 acres for school
expansion from the claimed land need, or provide additional evidence that clearly

demonstrates the need.

Thank you for consideration of my comments. Please feel free to give me a call if

you have questions.
Ygurs truly,
e

Michael F. Sheehan

cc:  Anne Debbaut, DLCD, anne.debbaut@state.or.us
Brian Varrichionne, City of Scappoose, brianvarricchione@ci.scappoose.or.us
Todd Dugdale, Columbia County, todd.dugdale@co.columbia.or.us
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