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LAND CONSEFVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

AMENDMENTS TO F
GOAL 3: AGRICULTURAL LAND C

and | B S DL B

GOAL 4;: FOREST LANDS N BT

Adopted August 7, 1992
PHIL KEISLING
SECRCTAR. JF STATE
GOAL 3: AGRICULTURAL LAND c, /; -

To preserve and maintain agricultural lands.
Agricultural lands shall be preserved and maintained for farm uase,

consistent with existing and future needs for agricultural products, forest and

open space and with the state's agricultural land use policy expressed in

ORS 215.243. Oregon’s agricultural diversity is reflected in farms of different

sizes and varying production levels. To reflect this agricultural diversity, counties

may adopt different types of comprehensive plan designations to protect

agricultural lands.

Counties, in cooperation with LCDC, the Departments of Agriculture and

Forestry and farm and forestry experts, may identify and map small-scale

-resource lands. LCDC, in cooperation with counties, the Department of

Agriculture, farmers and agricultural experts, may identify high-value farmland.

Apricultural lands not identified as high-value farmland or gsmall-gcale resource

lands shall be identified as important farmlands. High-value and important

farmland shall be preserved and maintained for commercial farm use.
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ADUPFIED AUGUNST 7, 1992

On small-scale resource lands, counties may authorize the following uses,

subiect to other provisions of law: (1) the uses allowed by Goal 4; (2) uses

authorized by exclugive farm use zones pursuant to ORS Chapter 215: and (3) a

dwelling on a_single ownership as defined by LCDC rule.

On high-valye and important farmlands, counties may authorize farm uses

and those nonfarm uses that will not have significant adverse effects on accepted

farm or forest practices.

IMPLEMENTATION

Zoning applied to agricultural land shall limit uses which can have

significant adverse effects on agricultural and forest land, farm and forest uses or

accepted farming or forest practices.

any| Counties shall establish

minimum sizes for new lots or parcels in each agricultural land designation. The
minimum parcel size establighed for farm useé in high-value and important
farmland [sse] zones shall be appropriate to maintain [for-the-econtinuation—of] the

existing commercial agricultural enterprise within the area. The minimum lot or

parcel size in small-scale resource zones shall be consistent with the resource

capabilities and other factors related to development of such lands.
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{Goal-2)-for-goal-exeephions:)

Counties may designate agricultural land as marginal land and allow those

uses and land divisions on the designated marginal land as allowed by
ORS 197.247 unless thig law is repealed by the Legislature.

LCDC ghall review and approve plan designations and revisions to land use
regulations in the manner provided by ORS Chapter 197.

DEFINITIONS

Agricultural Land -- in western Oregon is land of predominantly Class I,
II, IIT and IV soils and in eastern Oregon ig land of predominantly Class I, II, III,
IV, V and VI soils as identified in the Soil Capability Classification System of the
United States Soil Conservation Service, and other lands which are suitable for
farm use taking into consideration soil fertility, suitability for grazing, climatic
conditions, existing and future availability of water for farm irrigation purposes,
existing land-use patterns, technological and energy inputs required, or accepted
farming practices. Lands in other classes which are necessary to permt farm
practices to be undertaken on adjacent or nearby lands, shall be included as
agricultural land in any event.

More detailed soil data to define agricultli:ral land may be utilized by local

governments if such data permits achievement of this goal.
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Agricultural lan___d does not include land within acknowledged urban growth

boundaries or land within acknowledged exceptions to Goals 3 or 4.
Farm Use -- is as set forth in ORS 215.203. [end-ineludes-the-non-farmm

High-Value Farmlands -- are areas of agricultural land suitable for the

production of crops at a commercial scale.

Important Farmlands -- are areas of agricultural land which are not
identified as high-value farmland or small-scale resource land or appropriate for

designation ag forest land or agriculture/forest land pursuant to Goal 4.
Small-Scale Resource Lands -- are areas of agricultural and forest land

not [suitable] appropriate for farm or forest uses at commercial scale. [and-are-net
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