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SUBJECT: Agenda Item 14, July 21-22, 2016, LCDC Meeting 

 

Executive Order No. 15-18, Adopting the Oregon Sage Grouse Action Plan 

and Directing State Agencies to Implement the Plan in Full 

 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 
The Land Conversation and Development Commission (commission or LCDC) will receive a 

briefing by the Department of Land Conservation and Development (department or DLCD) staff 

on work underway to carry out responsibilities outlined in Executive Order 15-18. No 

commission action is being requested. 

 

For further information, please contact Jon Jinings, at 541-325-6928 or jon.jinings@state.or.us. 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

Executive Order 15-18 (E.O 15-18) was signed by Governor Brown on September 16, 2015, and 

served as the primary instrument transmitting Oregon’s Sage-Grouse Action Plan, the state’s 

response discouraging a listing of the species, to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Oregon’s plan was well-received and, on September 22, 2015, Secretary of the Interior Sally 

Jewell declared that the Greater Sage-Grouse “does not need protection under the Endangered 

Species Act.” Secretary Jewell went on to call the multi-state, regional response “the largest, 

most complex land conservation [effort] ever in the history of the United States of America, 

perhaps the world.”  

 

In addition to making an important contribution to the decision not to list the species, E.O 15-18 

identified state agency responsibilities. Some responsibilities constitute one time work items 

while others direct ongoing activities. Responsibilities assigned to the department include 3.B., 

C., D., F., H., and I. and are shown below:  
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3. Specifically, and without limitation to the foregoing paragraph 2, the following 

actions shall be taken: 

 

B. The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) shall 

maintain a central registry of development on all lands within sage­ grouse habitat in 

coordination with the BLM and county governments that both establishes the 

baseline level of development within each Priority Area for Conservation (PAC) and 

that tracks the location and geographic extent of new development in each PAC over 

time. 

 

C. DLCD shall have the responsibility to coordinate the actions of Oregon agencies 

in implementing the Sage-Grouse Action Plan, under the supervision of my 

Natural Resources Office (GNRO). 

 

D. All state agencies that carry out, fund, or permit actions within sage- grouse 

habitat-including but not limited to the Oregon Water Resources Department, the 

Oregon Department of Transportation , the Department of State Lands, the 

Department of Geology and Mineral Industries, the Oregon Department of Energy 

(ODOE) and the Energy Facility Siting Council, the Oregon Watershed 

Enhancement Board (OWEB), the Oregon Department of Agriculture, the Oregon 

Parks and Recreation Department , and the Department of Environmental Quality-

shall adopt or update their state agency coordination plans and agreements with 

DLCD pursuant to ORS 197.180 and OAR Chapter 660, Division 30 to ensure that 

such actions comply with the LCDC Sage-Grouse Conservation Rules (OAR 660-

023-0115) adopted to implement LCDC Goal 5 (Significant Natural Resources). 

State agency actions affecting land use also shall be consistent with the ODFW 

Sage-Grouse Mitigation Rules adopted at OAR 635-0140-0000 thru 635-140-

0025. To the extent that an agency's regulatory program needs to be updated to be 

consistent with the LCDC and ODFW rules, the agency shall complete that 

updating by no later than July 1, 2016 . 

 

F.  DLCD, in cooperation with ODFW local governments and the counties shall 

prepare a report on at least a biennial basis beginning on July 1, 2016, providing 

information regarding the status and trends of work to reduce threats to sage-grouse 

and sage-grouse habitat, including but not limited to work to reverse the spread of 

juniper and invasive plant species, work to improve pre- and post-fire resilience, the 

amount of direct development in each PAC over the preceding two years, the amount 

and types of compensatory mitigation, the results of surveys of sage-grouse 

population and habitat condition and trends, areas and/or elements where the Sage-

Grouse Action Plan is and is not functioning as intended, and recommendations for 

improving the efficacy of the Sage-Grouse Action Plan. DLCD also shall include in 

the report an evaluation of the economic effects of implementation of the Sage-

Grouse Action Plan on communities within sage­ grouse habitat.  



Agenda Item 14 

July 21-22, 2016 – LCDC Meeting 

Page 3 of 3 

 

 

H. DLCD and ODFW, working with my Natural Resources Office, in cooperation with other 

participants , shall develop by July 1, 2016 one or more memoranda of agreement 

between federal agencies, state agencies, local governments, and other partners that 

establish: 

 

i. How the BLM, DLCD and the counties will coordinate their administration of the 

central registry of large-scale development within sage-grouse habitat… 

 

I. Every two years beginning in May of 2016, DLCD, ODFW and OWEB shall prepare a 

proposed budget for the coming biennium that identifies and prioritizes resources 

required to continue the successful implementation of the Oregon Sage-Grouse Action 

Plan. 

 

Work on these five items is ongoing. The department continues to closely coordinate with 

the Governor’s Office, other state agencies and the Institute for Natural Resources (INR). 

Although the timeframes for some of this work has passed, the department and our 

multiple partners continue to proceed in good faith. The department has been advised that 

so long as progress continues the Governor’s Office is content that E.O. 15-18 is being 

honored.  

 

II. CONCLUSION 

This item is an information briefing and discussion opportunity. No commission action is 

requested. 

 

III. ATTACHMENT 

A. Executive Order 15-18 
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