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July 7, 2016 

 

TO: Land Conservation and Development Commission 

 

FROM: Jim Rue, Director 

 Grant Young, Eastern Oregon Regional Representative 

 

SUBJECT: Commission Tour, July 21-22, 2016, LCDC Meeting 

 

PORT OF MORROW AND SAGE CENTER TOUR 

I. SUMMARY 

The Land Conversation and Development Commission (commission or LCDC) will be taken on 

a driving tour of the Port of Morrow on July 21 for approximately one hour and approximately 

one more hour exploring the SAGE (Sustainable Agriculture and Energy) Center at the port. The 

port portion of the tour will be guided by Port of Morrow General Manager Gary Neal while 

SAGE Center staff will host and guide at the SAGE Center. The tours are intended to provide the 

commission with information and experiences specific to Morrow County and in general to 

Eastern Oregon. 

 

For further information, please contact Grant Young, Eastern Oregon Regional Representative, at 

541-325-6924 or grant.s.young@state.or.us. 

II. BACKGROUND 

A. Port of Morrow 

The commission will be conducting business in the Riverfront Center at the port. The tour will 

depart from there at 11:15 a.m. and return there for lunch at 12:15 p.m. The tour guide will be 

Gary Neal who is the General Manager of the port. 

 

The port itself consists of three industrial parks: the Boardman Industrial Park, the Airport 

Industrial Park and the South Morrow Industrial Park. The tour will include the Boardman and 

Airport sites. The Port of Morrow offers industrial building sites from 1 to 2,000 acres, served by 

road, rail, air and water transportation modes, and dependable and modern utilities. The port 

hosts large food processing operations and is also home to fiber- and seed-processing industries, 

lumber processing, and transportation facilities. Columbia River dock sites are also available for 

transportation-oriented industries.  
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The port tour will focus on the economic development and job-creation activities generated by 

port operations. The commission will learn about the opportunities and challenges at the port, the 

major economic driver in the region. 

 

B. SAGE Center 

The commission will depart from the Riverfront Center at approximately 2:00 p.m. for the SAGE 

Center. The remainder of the afternoon will be spent at the SAGE Center with a tour of the 

facility guided by SAGE Center staff.  

 

The SAGE Center was developed by the Port of Morrow to tell the story of the region’s history, 

agriculture, industries, energy production, sustainability practices, and transportation 

infrastructure. Hands-on exhibits feature the technologies used by growers and the related 

industries at the Port of Morrow. The SAGE Center provides space for permanent and rotating 

exhibits that allow the Port of Morrow and partners to communicate how each industry works 

without having to visit them directly. 

III. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Port of Morrow is the region’s largest industrial jobs engine and a vital part of the local and 

regional economy. Between the port itself and the Interpretive SAGE Center, the commission 

has a great opportunity to gain a greater understanding of activities and issues in this part of 

Oregon. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS 

For more information, click on http://www.portofmorrow.com and www.visitsage.com 
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