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BEFORE THE OREGON MORTUARY AND CEMETERY BOARD 

 
 

 

In the Matter of the cemetery license of 

 

CITY OF VERNONIA, dba CITY OF 

VERNONIA MEMORIAL CEMETERY, 

                                             

                                              LICENSEE 

 

 

  

CONSENT ORDER 

 

 

CASE NO. 13-1035D 

 

 

The Oregon Mortuary and Cemetery Board (Board) initiated an investigation of City of Vernonia, dba 

City of Vernonia Memorial Cemetery, CM-0374 (Vernonia Cemetery) after it received a written 

complaint from a consumer regarding final arrangements made for a decedent. 

 

The Board finds it has grounds to issue a Notice of Proposed Disciplinary Action, upon which Vernonia 

Cemetery would be provided with the opportunity to request a hearing. In lieu thereof, the parties wish to 

resolve this matter informally by entering into this Consent Order on the terms set forth below, pursuant 

to ORS 183.417(3). 

 

The Board and Vernonia Cemetery agree to the following: 

 

 

1. On or about September 4, 2013, a decedent was interred at the Vernonia Cemetery.  

  

2. When the casket containing human remains was delivered to the cemetery, the metal disc 

properly identifying the remains was missing. 

 

3. It is the responsibility of a Cemetery Authority to see that the identifying metal disc is properly 

secured to each receptacle containing human remains. The Cemetery Authority must also sign the 

final disposition permit verifying this fact prior to accepting the remains. It is specifically 

prohibited for Cemetery Authorities to accept remains without the proper identifying metal disc 

unless death occurred in a state other than Oregon. OAR 83-030-0000(6). 

 

4. A Vernonia Cemetery employee erroneously accepted the casket and allowed the interment to 

proceed as scheduled. Principals are responsible for the actions of employees related to the 

operation of a licensed facility. OAR 830-030-0090(2). Therefore, Vernonia Cemetery is in 

violation of OAR 830-030-0000(6). 

 

 

5. Violations of the Board’s rules are cause for disciplinary action under ORS 692.180(1)(g). 

 

6. Vernonia Cemetery agrees that they have violated OAR 830-030-0000(6). 
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7. Vernonia Cemetery acknowledges that they have read, understand, and agree to the terms of this 

Consent Order. 

 

8. Vernonia Cemetery understands that they have the right to a contested case hearing under the 

Administrative Procedures Act (ORS Chapter 183), and hereby fully and finally waive any and 

all right to a hearing and any rights to appeal or otherwise challenge this Consent Order. 

 

9. Vernonia Cemetery agrees the Board may issue the Order set forth below. 

 

10. This Consent Order is a public document. 

 

11. This Consent Order shall be effective when signed by the Executive Director of the Board. 

ORDER 

The Board issues the following final order: 

City of Vernonia, dba City of Vernonia Memorial Cemetery is reprimanded for violation of OAR 

830-030-0000(6) and ORS 692.180(1)(g). 

 

It is so agreed. 

 

 

September 26, 2014                                  Signed  

 Date       Jeff Hoyt, Manager 

       City of Vernonia Memorial Cemetery 

 

 

DATED this 30  day of September, 2014.      

OREGON MORTUARY AND CEMETERY BOARD 

 

             

       By:  ___Signed_______         

        Michelle Gaines                          

              Executive Director  

 


