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SEPT 29 2015 General Session Meeting Minutes FINAL approved by Board Nov 3 2015 
(Revised October 9 2015) 

 

Board Members Present:  Dwight Terry, President; Jane Woodward, Vice President; Laurie Goolsby, 

Secretary / Treasurer; Nancy Corr; Sirpa Duoos; Marie Henry; Kevin Loveland; RCA Moore (late); 

Morris Pearson.   

 

Board Members Absent:  Larry Gyure, excused; Judy Juntunen, excused. 

 

Staff Members Present:  Michelle Sigmund-Gaines, Executive Director; Marianne Itkin, Investigator; 

Chad Dresselhaus, Compliance & Education Program Manager; Tyler Anderson, AAG; Kelvin Wong, 

Accountant; and Carla Knapp, Office & Licensing Manager.  

 

Staff Members Absent:  Brenda Biggs, Compliance Specialist. 

 

Guests:  Melisa McDonald, Metro; Rachel Fox, Cemetery Association of Oregon; Nancy Felton, 

Crescent Grove Cemetery; and Rick Harvey, OFDA. 

 

I Call to Order 
The General Session of the Mortuary and Cemetery Board (Board) was called to order at 9:04 am, in 

Portland.   

 

II General Session 

A Approval of Meeting Minutes 

1 Board Strategic Planning Meeting Minutes, Draft - July 30 2015. 

President Terry asked if there were any corrections, questions or comments on the subject draft meeting 

minutes.  Hearing none, he then asked if there was a motion on the floor to accept the subject minutes as 

prepared.  He then recognized Member Goolsby. 

 

Member Goolsby so moved.  Member Corr seconded.  President Terry asked if there was discussion.  

Hearing none, he then asked those in favor to signify by saying aye.  The majority were aye and the 

motion passed.  Those voting in favor:  Members Corr, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Pearson, Terry, 

Woodward.  Those voting no:  none.  Those abstaining:  Member Duoos.   

 

2 Board Regular Meeting Minutes, Draft - July 31 2015. 

President Terry asked if there were any corrections, questions or comments on the subject draft meeting 

minutes.  Hearing none, he then asked if there was a motion on the floor to accept the subject minutes as 

prepared.  He then recognized Member Corr. 

 

Member Corr so moved.  Member Pearson seconded.  President Terry asked if there was discussion.  

Hearing none, he then asked those in favor to signify by saying aye.  The majority were aye and the 

motion passed.  Those voting in favor:  Members Corr, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Pearson, Terry, 

Woodward.  Those voting no:  none.  Those abstaining:  Member Duoos.   

 

B President's Comments 
1 Election of Officers - Nominating Committee Appointments 

President Terry appointed Member Henry as the Chair of this Committee.  He directed that Committee to 

meet prior to the November Board meeting, as the Committee will need to meet in order to develop 

recommendations for the Board to consider for its 2016 officers. 
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2 Board Member Terms Ending and Open Seats for 2016. 

President Terry then provided an update to the Board regarding terms that end this year.  For the record, 

Members Corr and Loveland are eligible to reapply for a second term.  Since Members Terry and 

Goolsby have reached their term limits and are not eligible to reapply, two positions need to be filled.  

Member Terry's position is FSP / Embalmer.  Member Goolsby's position is Public Member.  If persons 

are interested, he asked them to contact the Governor's Office directly.   

 

C Presentation and Approval of Executive Director's Report for September 2015  

Director Sigmund-Gaines reviewed in detail the Report that was included in the Board packet.  She then 

asked if there were any questions. 

 

Hearing none, President Terry then asked if there was a motion to approve the Report as presented, noting 

that for the fourth time this year, and in the Board's history, that the approval of an extension of case 

reporting for up to an additional 60 days under ORS 676.165 would not be required as there were no cases 

that needed an extension.  He then recognized Member Goolsby. 

 

Member Goolsby so moved.  Member Corr seconded.  President Terry asked if there was discussion.  

Hearing none, he then asked those in favor to signify by saying aye.  All were aye and the motion passed 

unanimously.  Those voting in favor:  Members Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Pearson, Terry, 

Woodward.  Those voting no:  none.  

 

D Public Comments 
Noting that no one had signed up for public comment, President Terry then welcomed and thanked each 

of the members of the audience for their attendance. 

 

E General Discussion & Action Items 

1 METRO Presentation 
Ms McDonald provided a status update of Metro's Historic Cemetery Program, as required by the 

Consent Order.   

 

2 Debrief 2015 Strategic Planning Session - July 30 (Pendleton)  

Director Sigmund-Gaines provided a brief overview of the 2013 - 2014 Ranking of Strategic Objections; 

she noted that she would add a narrative and then sent out to attendees first for feedback, and then out to 

all licensees and interested persons. 

 

Discussion followed regarding the 2016 Strategic Planning Session, tentatively to be held in either 

Medford, Klamath Falls, Jacksonville, Roseburg, or the Grants Pass area.  The Board intends to schedule 

a joint meeting with the Oregon Funeral Directors Association during the offsite meetings in September 

2016.  Staff will bring the Board Meeting and Exam Schedule for 2016 to the next Board meeting for the 

Board to consider.   

 

3 Policy Discussion - Various Topics  
Director Sigmund-Gaines then asked the Board for direction regarding Oregon Administrative Rules 

(OAR) 830-040-0000(7), which requires both the cemetery and a funeral establishment to keep a record 

of the Interment Authorization.  Board discussion followed.  Staff was then directed to develop two lists, 

one for the funeral establishment, and one for the cemetery, and to confer with both associations before 

bringing back to the Board.  The Board will then be able to determine what changes will be needed to 

change the rule to clarify what details are required for all licensees and licensed facilities.   

 

Director Sigmund-Gaines then asked the Board for direction regarding the meaning of 'substantial 

revision' in Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) 97.130.  She asked if the Board wanted to clarify in rule, and 

or make changes to the statute that would allow relatives to make changes to pre-paid preneed 

arrangements. 
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Board discussion followed.  Board consensus was that a change to the means of final disposition, such as 

from burial to cremation, or cremation to burial was a substantial revision, and could not be allowed.  And 

that a change to a specifically identified right of interment or inurnment owned by decedent was as well.  

The Board did not consider making changes to the material or other features or composition of caskets or 

urns a substantial revision.  Or that making minor changes to the scope and features of funeral services 

(going from a church service to no service, for example), is a substantial change.  The Board directed staff 

to get this codified in the Board rules, and to communicate these new policy standpoints to Board 

licensees.   

 

The Board consensus was that changes needed to be made to ORS 97.130, and directed staff to explore 

accountability to make consumers more responsible, and review the National Funeral Directors 

Association's Review of State Right Disposition Laws in order to help the Board facilitate legislative 

concept discussion at the next Board meeting. 

 

4 Rulemaking, Next Steps  
Director Sigmund-Gaines then discussed rulemaking for the new laws from the 2015 Legislative Session:  

House Bill 2471, relating apprenticeship and entry to field; HB 3242, relating to Non-Operating Cemetery 

Interment Permit; and HB 3243, relating to Indigent Disposition Program and Fund.  She asked the Board 

President to form Advisory Committees for each House Bill.  The purpose of each Committee would be 

to make recommendations to the Board about the scope of rules, especially to highlight concerns, impacts 

and recommendations relating to the Board's rules.  The Advisory Committees may recommend specific 

rule language, but could just make policy level recommendations and propose guidelines with which 

specific rules are drafted.  The Board is not required to accept all recommendations from an Advisory 

Committee.  The expectation would be for the Committees to meet weekly during the month of October, 

and supplement with group discussion / email between meetings.   

 

President Terry was provided with a list of persons who had expressed prior interest in being a part of an 

Advisory Committee.  He said he would make his selections and then follow-up with staff.  He then 

appointed Board members to each Committee (for staffing purposes only, in order to provide information 

and administrative support to the Committee).   

 

5 OMCB E-NEWS September 2015 
Manager Dresselhaus then provided a brief update on the recent newsletter that was mailed and sent via 

email earlier this month.  For future newsletters, he asked Board members to send him topics or news 

items that they would like to see included.   

 

President Terry thanked him and then requested that the Board adjourn General Session at 11:24 am, for 

the purpose of entering into Executive Session.   

 

III Executive Session as authorized by ORS 192.660(2)(a), (b), (f), (h), (i) and / or (k) 

President Terry then directed the Board to enter into executive session to consider information obtained as 

part of an investigation of licensee or applicant conduct.  The executive session is held pursuant to ORS 

192.660(2)(a), (b), (f), (h), (i) and / or (k).  Representatives of the news media and designated staff are 

allowed to attend the executive session, but all other members of the audience would be asked to leave the 

room.  Representatives of the news media would be specifically directed not to report on any of the 

deliberations during the executive session, except to state the general subject of the session as previously 

announced.  No decision can be made in executive session.  At the end of the executive session, the Board 

will return to open session and welcome the audience back into the room.  Assistant Attorney General 

advice would be provided.  Executive session adjourned at 1:44 pm. 

 

IV General Session - Board actions as result of Executive Session.   

After a brief break, President Terry called the general session of the Board back to order at 1:53 pm.  All 

Board members who were in attendance for the earlier general session were present.  No members of the 

public had returned from the earlier public session.   
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F Licensing Actions 

President Terry asked if there were any questions or comments on this agenda item.  Hearing none, he 

asked if there was a motion on the floor to accept the subject Licensing Actions as prepared.  He 

recognized Member Moore. 

 

Member Moore so moved.  Member Goolsby seconded.  President Terry asked if there was discussion.  

Hearing none, he then asked those in favor to signify by saying aye.  All were aye and the motion passed 

unanimously.  Those voting in favor:  Members Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, 

Pearson, Terry, Woodward.  Those voting no:  none.  

 

G Investigations 

President Terry asked the Board to review the Executive Session Schedule which was included in the 

Board packet.  He then asked Board members to report if they had an actual or potential conflict with any 

of the cases before voting on each item.  Hearing none, President Terry then reported that the Board had 

considered these cases during Executive Session, and called for a motion and vote for each. 

 

1 2015-1030 - No Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Corr.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

2 2015-1036A and C - Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Woodward.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

3 2015-1036B - No Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Moore.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

4 2015-1051A, B and C - No Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Corr.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

5 2015-1058 - No Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Goolsby.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

6 2015-1045 - Ratify Staff's Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Pearson.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

7 2015-1050 - Ratify Staff's Action. 
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 Moved - Terry.  Second - Pearson.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

8 2015-1052 - Ratify Staff's Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Pearson.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

9 2015-1053 - Ratify Staff's Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Pearson.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

10 2015-1056 - Ratify Staff's Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Pearson.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

11 2015-1057 - Ratify Staff's Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Pearson.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

12 2015-1049 - No Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Duoos.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

13 2015-1060 - No Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Duoos.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

14 2015-1065 - Action. 
 Moved - Terry.  Second - Moore.  No discussion. 

 For:  Corr, Duoos, Goolsby, Henry, Loveland, Moore, Pearson, Terry, Woodward. 

 Against:  None. 

 Motion Passes 9 - 0. 

 

Having no further business, President Terry adjourned the meeting. 

 

V Adjournment - the meeting adjourned at 1:59 pm.  
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