
 

 

                 

 

 
 

 

 

February 23, 2016 

 

House Speaker Tina Kotek 

Oregon State Capitol 

 

Dear Speaker Kotek: 

 

The OCBA has been closely following the progress of HB 4036 and were 

very pleased when it moved out of the House with two important 

provisions that provide support for low-income households. We learned 

today that the -41 amendments offered for the bill in the Senate would 

eliminate both of those provisions. We write to let you know that these 

provisions are very important to the Commission in its role as equity 

champion for communities of color across Oregon.   Empowering all 

communities to be part of Oregon’s clean energy movement is especially 

important as these very communities most often bear disproportionate 

effects of costs of energy and effects of environmental pollution.   We do 

not want to see the low-income provisions of HB 4036 eliminated.   

 

We know you share our interest in keeping equity within key bills 

whenever possible and know you will take every opportunity to push to 

ensure that both provisions remain in the bill that your committee sends to 

the Senate Floor.  

 

In preparing this letter, I reached out to my fellow Chairs of the Oregon 

Commissions on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs, Hispanic Affairs and 

Commission for Women.  They are all agreed that the long standing 

environmental justice work of each of their Commissions is solidly in 

alignment with this request and have signed beneath my signature in full 

support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
James Manning, OCBA Chair 

 

  
 

Mari Watanabe 

OCAPIA Chair 

Alberto Moreno 

OCHA Chair 

 Dr. Barbara Spencer 

 OCFW Chair 

 

Kate Brown 

Governor 
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