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Press Release

BOARD ISSUES ORDER OF EMERGENCY SUSPENSION
Mark Machala D.C., License #3970
On September 22, 2016, during the Board’s regularly scheduled meeting, the Oregon
Board of Chiropractic Examiners (OBCE) issued an Order of Emergency Suspension and Notice
of Rights for Mark Machala, D.C., effective September 23, 2016.
The OBCE is the state agency responsible for licensing and regulation of the chiropractic
profession with a primary mission of public protection. Decisions are made by a seven-member
board consisting of five chiropractic physicians and two public members.
In December 2015, police in Ashland, OR received a report from a female patient of
Licensee. The patient reported that Licensee sought treatment for injuries sustained in a motor
vehicle accident. As part of the chiropractic treatment Licensee performed a full body massage
on the patient. During the massage, the patient reported that Licensee ceased massaging her and
began caressing her body. During this time, Licensee removed the draping exposing the
patient’s breasts. Licensee then began to fondle the patient’s breasts and rubbing her lips
seductively. At this point in the encounter, the patient observed that Licensee had become
visibly aroused. During the encounter, Licensee engaged the patient in conversation
acknowledging his sexual arousal, his unprofessional actions, and described touching the patient
as akin to petting a cat.
Ashland police investigated this matter and obtained statements and admissions from
Licensee to support criminal charges. On July 26, 2016, the District Attorney for the County of
Jackson, filed two counts of Sexual Abuse in the Third Degree (ORS 163.415) against the
Licensee in case number 16CR46555, for his above described conduct.
At its September Board Meeting, the OBCE found that the acts and conduct described
above constitute grounds for immediate license suspension and amounts to unprofessional
conduct. Licensee’s practice constitutes a clear and present danger to the health or safety of his
patients and the public if allowed to continue before a hearing may be held. The OBCE,
therefore, immediately suspends Licensee’s chiropractic license pursuant to ORS 183.430(2) and
ORS 684.100(3).
The OBCE has grave concerns should Licensee attempt these same actions with members
of the public or patients visiting his practice. Licensee’s license is suspended effective September
23, 2016, and he is not permitted to practice chiropractic in the State of Oregon pending the
outcome of his criminal case and any further disciplinary action.
Licensee has 90 days to request a hearing before an administrative law judge to contest
the OBCE’s order.

Anyone with additional information may contact George Finch, Investigator, at 503 3731615, or Frank Prideaux DC, Healthcare Investigator at 503-373-1848.
For more information, contact Cassandra C. Skinner, Executive Director, at 503-373-1620, or by
email cass.skinner@oregon.gov

The mission of the Oregon Board of Chiropractic Examiners is to protect and benefit the
public health and safety, and promote quality in the chiropractic profession.
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