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The State Board of Chiropractic Examiners is seeking an injunction against a Klamath Falls health 

practitioner, alleging that he is not licensed to practice his primary procedure and that the aggressive pulls 

on the neck it features could result in spinal damage. 

Christopher McCutcheon, owner of Balanced Wellness Health Center, was named in the injunction, which 

seeks to permanently bar McCutcheon from practicing any form of spinal manipulation. The injunction 

was filed in Klamath County Circuit Court May 21.  

It is not McCutcheon’s first run-in with the chiropractic board. In June 2010, he was fined $10,000 for 

practicing chiropractic medicine without a license. 

In the latest filing, the chiropractic board is alleging that McCutcheon, who is not a licensed chiropractor, 

is still performing the procedure that provoked the board to action in 2010 — the Alphabiotic 

Alignment/Chrane condyle lift. 

“It looks to us that he’s out there doing what he was doing before — fooling with people’s necks without a 

license,” said Dave McTeague, executive director of the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners. “You 

can’t yank on people’s neck without a license. He could really hurt somebody.” 

McCutcheon denied the charge, saying his latest practice, which opened in January, uses “different 

techniques.” He would not elaborate, saying that he wanted to take more time to evaluate the details of 

the board’s claim. He also said he has not been served with a notice of the injunction. 

Both Alphabiotics and the Chrane condyle lift have had a contentious relationship with the chiropractic 

community. 

A case heard in Washington in 2000 established the neck alignments implemented in the condyle lift as a 

chiropractic variant. The defendant in the case, former chiropractor John Brown, was ultimately fined 

$30,000 for practicing the procedure. 

One patient in the case was diagnosed with a stroke caused by dissections of both vertebral arteries, 

which her physicians believe Brown’s procedure caused. 

In the 2010 case against McCutcheon, a board investigator who received treatment as part of the 2010 

investigation references McCutcheon discussing the benefits of Alphabiotics. Alphabiotics is not part of 

the literature on McCutcheon’s current website. He refers to himself as a neurological balance technician 

on his business card. 

http://www.heraldandnews.com/content/tncms/live/www.heraldandnews.com/members/news/inside/article_ff8e6dc4-cf36-11e2-9ca8-001a4bcf887a.html


The patients whose complaints were cited in the 2010 case complained about neck pains, dizziness and 

headaches. According to the case, a health practitioner found indications of severe cervical strain/axial 

load injury from distraction and rotation of the neck. 

The health practitioner said that he had treated one patient for some time prior to McCutcheon’s 

treatments, and that, in his medical opinion, her neck condition was “much worse” due to McCutcheon’s 

adjustments, according to court documents. 

McCutcheon, however, said that his practice and methods have changed. He said he was confident that 

the board’s action will not affect his practice. 

Currently, McCutcheon still owes $9,686 in penalties as a result of the 2010 ruling, according to court 

documents. 
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