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BEFORETHE |
- BOARD OF NATUROPATHIC EXAMINERS
STATE OF OREGON. :
In the Matter of: I | Case No. NO1-11-06
ELIZABETH W. COLLINS, ND., n SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

L1censee

The Board of Naturopathlc Examiners of the State of Oregon (Board) and Elizabeth W.
Collins, N. D. do hereby agree and stipulate as follows:
l. A Notice of Proposed D1sc1plmary Act1on of Llcense has been served on Dr..
ollms - _ .
2. TheBoard and Dr. Colliris are Willing to _settle this matter,
3. Dr. Collihs agrees that she is subj ect to disoiplirre by the Board pursuant to ORS
685.110. | ' o |
4. TheBoard and"Dr. C_ollinS agree that the Board will impose a tWO—year licerise
limitation and a two-year period of probation to run concurrently. | |
3. | The limitation requires that Licensee cannot_ perform or participate in any natural
childbirth, aﬁer 36 Weeks of gestation, or after the onset of labor, whichever comes first, without
the éuper\rision of a Board approved natural childbirth-certiﬁed’ N.D. with a minimum five-years
of continuous experience in childbirths, during the limitation period. _ |
- 6. “Childbirth” means, for purposes of this agreernent. as longer than eight hours
from the onset of labor-or mother s dilation of five centimeters, whichever comes first.
7. T he Board approves Mﬂlﬁl Ng:sj_lgr Collins’ superv1sor
a) The Board may approve a superV1sor other than Dr. Smith if that person is a
natural childbirth certified N.D. with a minimum of five years of continuous
exp erience in natural childbirths.
- b) The Board approves as supervisors:
i) Mary Grabowska, N.D.

il) Katherine Zeiman? N.D.
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iii) Regina Lellman, N.D.
2 - iv) Ikllon‘gr%&; liman, N. D
3 c) The name of the superv1smg naturopathic physician must be provided to
4 the Board prior to the childbirth for which the supervisor will attend. |
5. - 8. The conditions of the probetion are:
6 ‘a) Dr. Collins must prov1de proof that a minimum of 20 ch1ldb1rths were
7. 7 | a performed by Dr. Collins under supervision.
" b\ After each snperv1sed childbirth, the supervisor shall complete aBirth -
9 o Evaluation Form. The Board shall provide the Birth Evaluation Form to the
0 swpervisor. o N
11 C). S1x supervised ch11db1rths performed under the superv151orl of Dr. ar?m "t %(
| Gibbons, after the effectwe date of the Consent Order on March‘ 14, 2002,
13 may.be credited towards the 20 supervised childbirths, upon condition that a
14 Birth Evaluation Form is completed by_ the Dr. Gibbons and submitted to the
15 Board. | |
16 | d) Three childbirths resulting 1n transport after March 14, 200, w1ll be credited
17 | upon condition that those childbirths include inl‘ormation regarding the
| 18 decision_’to and timing of the trensport and submission.o'f a Birth Evaluation
19 Form. | |
20 e) Dr. Collins’ natural childbirth patierrt chart notes will be subject to random
| ‘revie‘w by the Board. |
22 9. Dr. Collins agrees to show proof of 15 hours of Board approved continuing
| 23  education »(‘CE) in the management of labor and delivery during the period of probation.
24 a) The Board approves CE course “Crisis-OB and Advanced_Fetal Monitoring.”
25 10. .The limitation and probation begin on the date that the Board signs tlle Final
26  Order. | | | |
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11. o The limitation and probation may terminate before- twiovyevars if Dr. Collins has
2 performed 20 supervised childbirths pursuant to paragraphs 5 throﬁgh 9 and completion of the 15
'3 hours of CE. Conversely, the probétioﬁ may be .extended beyénd two years if Dr. Collins ﬁas nof
4 performed 20 supervised childbirths pursﬁant to paragraphs 5 through 9 and compléted the 15
5  hours of CE. | | | |
6 12.  Any costs incurred during fhe Iirﬁitation and probation period are the - '
7 résponsibility of Dr. Colli.ns.‘ - | |
‘8 13 _Drv. Collins waives all rights to a contested case hearing or any further éi)peél.
10 il‘gnature on ?e | o /{‘D N v _ 2 =0 1
(ﬁ?\gng rcia, N. o ' . _ Date
12 Chair,/Boar of Naturop ic Examiners - :
3 R o o - "
| % Slg“at“re on ﬁlew | TO»'tﬂ_{ o S
14 }et}\fW Collins; KD, o | - Date! .» -
,6/ _Agbroved as to Form: ‘
15 Signature on ﬁle‘\‘/

. 7
Corinte-Elking McKelvey . ) j '
9 Attorney for Di~Elizabeth W. Colling/ - |

20
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BEFORE THE
BOARD OF NATUROPATHIC EXAMINERS
STATE OF OREGON
In the Matter of the License of
: ) Case No. N01-11-06
ELIZABETH W. COLLINS, N.D., ) ,
. ) NOTICE OF PROPOSED
Licensee. ) DISCIPLINARY ACTION
) (License Limitation; Probation)
L

The Board of Naturopathic Examiners (Board) is the state agency responsible for
licensing, regulating and disciplining naturopathic physicians in the State of Oregon.
Elizabeth W. Collins, N.D. (Licensee) is a licensed naturopathic physician, holding a certificate
of special competency in natural childbirth issued by the Board, currently practicing in Portland,
Oregon, and is subject to the jurisdiction of the Board.

2.

Pursuant to ORS 685.110, the Board proposes to impose discipline against Licensee for

violations of ORS 685.110(8) (negligence) and ORS 685.110(15) (conduct or practice contrary

to recognized standards of ethics of the profession or any conduct or practices that does or might

“constitute a danger to the health or safety of a patient) based upon the following facts:

3.
Licensee was the naturopathic physician for JS. JS intended to homebirth under the care
of Licensee. |
4.
On or about November 10, 2001, JS began to experience contractions due to the onset of
labor. JS was pregnant at approximately 42 weeks, 3 days gestational age.
5.

JS was in active labor from on or about November 10, 2001, at 1:45 a.m., until

November 13, 2001, at approximately 2:00 a.m.
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1 6.

2 During the period of active labor, Licensee failed to properly monitor vital signs of JS.
3 a) Blood pressure: No blood pressure was taken by Licensee for apprbximately 28
4 hours after onset of active labor: '

1) JS had a pre-natal risk factor of elevated blood pressure.

2) When blood pressure was taken of JS, it was 160/84, which was high on

~ O W

the systolic side, and blood preésure should have been obtained approximately every two hours
8  during active labor.
9 b) Pulse: Licensee failed to take maternal pulse‘ during active labor and did not

10 obtain maternal pulse until JS was transported to the hospital, approximafely 30 hours after the

11 onset of active labor.

12 c) Temperature: maternal temperature was never taken during active labor;
13- 1) Maternal temperature should have been taken during active labor because - "

14 JS had a risk factor for development of sepsis based upon a pre-natal positive test for beta-strep.
15 | | 7.

16 Licensee failed to properly assess the baby for Cephalopelvic Disproportion in light of
17  the length of time JS was in active labor and that the baby was post-due.

18 | : -8

19 Without a physician being present, Licensee sent an unlicensed student to assess IS and

‘20 assess the well being of the fetus after active labor had commenced on or about November 10,

21 2001.

2 . o,

23 Licensee failed to properly monitor fetal heart tones of JS during active labor.

24 a) Licensee did not check fetal tones for a period of up to four (4) hours during

25 active labor.

26 /11
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10.

Licensee failed to transport JS to the hospital when Licensee observed merconium in the

ruptured membrane of JS after approximately thirty-eight (38) hours of active labor.
11

Despite risk factors, stated in paragraphs 7 through 11, showing JS as a high risk birth,

requiring hospitalization, Licensee permitted JS to decide when to transport to the hospital.
‘12.

Given the totality of the risk factors, stated in paragraphs 7 through 11 for an |

unsuccessful home birth, Licensee failed to timely transport JS to the hospital.
13. .

Paragraphs 7 through 11 establish that Licensee violated ORS 685.110(8) and ORS
685.110(15). Pursuant to ORS 685.110, the Board proposes a two-year license limitation and a |
two-year period of probation, to run concurrently. The two-year license limitation and probation
will begin on the date that the final order is signed by the Board.

14.

The limitation requires that Licensee cannot perform or participate in any natural
childbirth, after 40 weeks of gestation, or, after the onset of labor, whichever comes first, withoﬁt
the supervision of a Board approved natural childbirth certified N.D. with a minimum five years
of continuous experience in natural childbirths, during the limitation two-year period. '

15.

The conditions of probation are that Licensee is reqliired to show proof of 15 hours of

Board approved continuing education in the management of labor and delivery during,thé period

of probation;

a) Licensee’s natural childbirth patient chart notes will be subject to random rgview
by the Board; |
117
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b) Licensee must provide proof that a minimum of 20 childbirths were performed
uhder the supervision of a Board approved natural childbirth certified N.D.

c) After each childbirth performed with the supervision of the Board approved
natural childbirth certified N.D., Licensee shall submit to the Board a completed Birth
Evaluation Form. The Board will supply the Birth Evaluation Form.

16.
Failure by Licensee to comply with the license limitation or conditions of probation may

result in the Board extending the period of the license limitation and probation beyond two years,

. or may result in license revocation.

17.

Any cost incurred during the two-year period of probation is the responsibility of
Licensee.

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO HEARING
18.

Licensee has the right, if Licensee requests, to a hearing as provided by the
Administrative procedures Act (ORS Chapter 183) before a hearing ofﬁcer to contest the matters
set out above. At the hearing, Licensee may be represented by an attorney, and may subpoena
and cross-examine witnesses. A request fbr hearing must be made in writing to the Board, and
must be received by the Board within 21 days from the date of mailing of this notice (or if not
mailed, the date of personal service), and must be accompanied by a written answer to the

charges contained in this Notice. Upon receipt of a request for hearing, the Board will notify

 licensee of the time and place of the hearing. If Licensee requests a hearing, Licensee will be

given, prior to the commencement of the hearing, information on the procedures, right of
representation, and other rights of parties relating to the conduct of the hearing as required by
ORS 183.413(2). | |

111

Page 4 - NOTICE OF PROPOSED DISCIPLINARY ACTION-Elizabeth W. Collins, N.D.-Case No.-

NO1-11-06 _




[\

O o0 N1 Oy W b W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
- 23

24

25
26

19.

The answer shall be made in writing to the Board and shall include an admission or
denial of each factual matter alleged in this Notice, and a short plain statement of each relevant
affirmative defense Licensee méy have. Except for good cause, factual matters alleged in this
notice and not denied in the answer shall be presumed admitted; failure to raise a particular
defense in the answer will be considered a waiver of such defense; and new matters alleged in
the answer (affirmative defenses) shall be presumed to be denied by the agency and evidence
shall not be taken on any issue not raised in the Notice and answer.

20.

If Licensee fails to request a hearing within 21 days, or fails to appear as scheduled at the
hearing, the Board may issue a findl order by default and impose the above sanctions against
Licensee. Upon default order of the Board or failure to appear, the contents of the Board’s file
regarding the subject of this case automatically becomes part of the evidentiary record of this

disciplinary action for the purpose of proving a prima facie case. ORS 183.415(6).

DATED this_| S~ day of Tuly, 2002.

BOARD OF NATUROPATHIC EXAMINERS
_ State of Oregon** ¢ _

\ ‘Signature on ﬁle

By | -
/Anrfe Walsh, Executive Director
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O re On Board of Naturopathic Examiners
= " 800 NE Oregon St., Suite 407
' Portland, OR 97232

(503) 731-4045 -
www.obne.state.or.us

Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor

April 8,2003

Elizabeth Collins, ND
10360 NE Wasco. St.

Portland, OR 97220

Re:  Case No.N01-11-06 — Closed

| Dear Dr. Collins:

Anne Waish

Thank you for rearranging your schedule to meet with the Board yesterday April 7, 2003.

As you know, the Board is in full agreement that the terms of your Settlement Agreement 31gned
with the Board October 7, 2002, have been satisfied.

The Board agrees that the terms of the Settlement Agreement have been met and that you are
released from further restrictions of the two- -year license limitation and two- year probation,

effective Aprﬂ 7,2003. This case is consrdered closed

Thank you for your cooperation throughout thrs process Please feel free to contact me if I can be A
of further ass1stance Wlshmg you the best in the future with your new- farnﬂy :

Si
§ incer y . )ﬂ

Slgnatu_r_e on file

Executive Director

&




