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OCAPIA Minutes 
Wednesday, May 18, 2016, 9:30 AM - 12 PM 

Oregon State Bar, Sandy Room 
16037 SW Upper Boone's Ferry Road, Tigard, OR 97224 

 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Chair:   Mari Watanabe 
Vice Chair:  David Yuen Tam (phone) 
Commissioners: Ping Khaw, Bennie Moses-Mesubed (phone), Stephen Ying, Senator 

Dembrow (phone), 
Absent: Hussein Al-Baiaty, Kathleen Jonathan, Chanpone Sinlapasai-Okamura, 

Representative Whisnant  
Guests: Kathy Wai, Paolo Esteban, Asian Pacific American Network Organization 

(APANO) (phone) 
Staff:   Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
  
  
I. Call to Order - the meeting was called to order at 9:39am. A quorum was established part-
way through the meeting. 
 
II. Roll Call – the roll was called. 
  
III. A. Approval of March 2016 OCAPIA Minutes 
MOTION (Khaw/Moses-Mesubed): To accept the minutes as written. CARRIED. 
 
B. Approval of Agenda – the agenda was approved by common consent. 

  
IV. Old Business 

A. Committee work 
1. Civic Engagement Committee 

a. Voter registration 
i. New American Voters Project update: 

Kathy Wai, Policy Coordinator for Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon 
(APANO) provided an update on the statistics of the New American Voter Project 
(NAVP), which uses volunteers to register newly naturalized U.S. citizens 
immediately after their swearing in ceremony: As of April 16th of 2016, nearly 2,500 
new U.S. citizens registered to vote in Oregon. USCIS (United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services) does not currently collect race and ethnicity data on these 
individuals, so APANO uses last names for this data. 
 
Previously NAVP volunteers were permitted inside the swearing in room, but have 
been relocated to the hallway just outside the room. Kathy’s impression is that the 
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relocation of the voter registration table has had a low impact on the number of 
people registering to vote. 
 
USCIS hired a new Portland-based Community Relations Officer, Karen Quinn 
Andrus, who will attend the OCAPIA meeting in July. She may be able to offer 
insight about the NAVP table being relocated. 
 
The Commissioners thanked Kathy for her update. 
 

b. Victims of Crime Act update – This item was tabled as Commissioner Sinlapasai-
Okamura was unable to attend. 

 
c. Public Policy Research project on integrating immigrant credentials and degrees into 

Oregon’s workforce  
OCAPIA has approved this internship which will partner with the Oregon Workforce 
Investment Board (OWIB), the Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC), 
the Oregon Employment Department (OED), the Governor’s Office of Equity and 
Workforce and Partners in Diversity, to examine best practices and statutes in Oregon 
and nationally that promote effective workforce integration of immigrants with 
professional licenses and/or trade certification from other nations. The OACO is 
currently recruiting for this internship. Senator Dembrow, who sits on the OWIB, 
OCAPIA and attends the National Conference of State Legislatures, will serve as the 
legislative liaison for this internship. Chanpone Sinlapasai-Okamura, JD and OCAPIA 
Commissioner, will supervise the extern if the selected individual is a law student. 
 
The fields of healthcare and technical training have a great need for a qualified 
workforce, and there are a high number of highly-skilled, highly-trained African 
immigrants and refugees who end up in minimum or below minimum wage jobs 
because their credentials are not recognized in the United States. Individuals need to 
return to school to obtain the same degree they already hold, but from an educational 
institution recognized by the United States. Language skills can be a barrier for 
professionals as well. 
 
Partners in Diversity is conducting a three-year study of this portion of the workforce 
that includes in-depth interviews and surveys with more than 500 people and will make 
this data available to the extern. Senator Dembrow is bringing this topic to the National 
Conference of State Legislatures to learn how other states are remedying this situation. 
He will also request a hearing during September Legislative Days with the Workforce 
Committee on this topic. The benefits of increasing the acceptance of non-United States 
credentials include diversifying the workplace, higher-wage jobs for immigrants and 
increased revenue for Oregon. 
 
It was noted that the Oregon Business Council’s Prosperity Plan may be interested in 
partnering on proposed methods of alleviating the problem in the future. Sen Dembrow 
highlighted the importance of finding allies in Oregon’s professional organizations, 
such as the Oregon Nurses Association (ONA). ONA is already a supporter of the 
work. 
  

d. Advocacy training for API community working with the public sector 
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Vice Chair Tam is based in Eugene. Members of the API community in Eugene would 
like to meet with other community leaders, city, state and federal-level officials to 
share best practices in communicating with the API community. There is a sense that 
the city could improve its support and understanding of API cultural celebrations, and 
would like to take steps to make this happen. Paolo Esteban from APANO proposed 
meeting the community where they are, to work on buy-in of projects and have the 
community take ownership of proposed projects. Vice Chair Tam was unaware of an 
APANO representative in Eugene. Paolo will look into this and work with OCAPIA to 
further this discussion. The discussion was tabled. 

 
e. Letter sent to Lane County Commissioner Faye Stewart 

The letter drafted, reviewed and approved by OCAPIA regarding discriminating 
remarks by Lane County Commissioner Stewart was mailed to him. He did not respond 
to the letter and there were no recent updates/apologies found online. 

 
2. Education Committee 

a. AANAPISI certification update 
Kathleen chaired the meeting of the Education Committee. The meeting had excellent 
turnout and included: Cheryl Myers, Chief of Staff for the HECC; speakers from the 
U.S. Dept of Education; May Lukens and her colleagues who manage AANAPISI 
funding for community colleges in Washington state; Carmen Suarez, Chief Diversity 
Officer at Portland State University; speakers from California schools that are 
designated AANAPISIs. 
 
Ms. Suarez is committed to securing AANAPISI funding for PSU. Ms. Myers is 
grateful to OCAPIA for raising awareness about the AANAPISI program, designation 
process and funding opportunities. Having the AANAPISI designation makes 
institutions eligible for grant opportunities outside the AANAPISI program. The major 
barrier for an education institution is having students self-identify as API on their 
school enrollment and registration forms. AANAPISI designation depends solely on an 
educational institution having 10% or more of the student body identify as API. 
 
Paolo Esteban of APANO (Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon) is a 
community organizer who works closely with PSU and Portland metro area college 
API college students through the Classroom to Community program. He will be 
organizing a student summit in September 2016 for college students statewide.  He 
would like an OCAPIA Commissioners to speak about AANAPISI, the opportunities it 
offers and raise awareness about the importance of self-identifying as API at their 
school. Paolo will reach out to Kathleen and OACO staff about this closer to the date of 
the summit. 

 
b. Oregon Department of Education, English Language Learners (ELL) program 

Paolo from APANO spoke briefly about the Dual Language Immersion (DLI) programs 
Portland Public Schools runs for Cantonese, Mandarin and now Vietnamese. The DLI 
are preferable to the English Language Learner program, because students do not leave 
their regular classes to learn English; instead 50% of classes are in the students’ native 
language and 50% are in English. This is not the case with the ELL class, where 
students leave their regular classes to learn English and can easily fall behind. 55% of 
ELL students graduate on time vs 75% non-ELL student graduation rate. 
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Stephen met with the Portland Public School Superintendent and learned that the 
Cantonese and Mandarin DLI classes are going well. The Vietnamese DLI program is 
struggling, as parents are concerned the students are also being taught Communism. 
APANO is working on allaying parents suspicions through education and parent 
engagement. 

 
The Commissioners thanked Paolo for his presentation and Commissioner Jonathan for 
leading the recent Education Committee meeting. 

 
3. Health Committee – the OCAPIA Health Committee did not have a report. 

 
B. OCAPIA Fundraising update 

The fundraiser theme is Celebrating Our Journey. There will be a keynote speaker and two 
honorees. Reggie Lee, an API actor from the television show Grimm, was invited as the 
keynote. The honorees will be Peggy Nagae and Jaime Lim, and each will receive a 
certificate. Chair Watanabe is working on a location for the fundraiser and will reach out to 
her contact at NW Natural Building about an August date. Commissioners were to send 
names and email contact info to Ping for a mailing list. 
  

V. New Business 
A. Discussion of proposed changes to OCAPIA Bylaws 

Chair Watanabe walked Commissioners through the proposed amendments to the OCAPIA 
Bylaws. The vote on the proposed changes will be at OCAPIA’s July meeting. The 
proposed changes are posted on the OCAPIA website. 

 
Commissioners on the other OACs will become members of the Oregon legislature in 
2017. Because of the Lucy clarified the role of legislative members with the Department of 
Justice. Their determination: All OAC Commissioners, whether members of the legislature 
or not, are full members. They count towards quorum at meetings, and can serve as Chair 
or Vice Chair if nominated and elected. Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair will be in 
November and elections in January. 

 
B. Asian Pacific American Heritage Proclamation signing debrief 

New Supreme Court Justice Lynn Nakamoto was the speaker at the event on May 3rd, 
which was well-attended by OCAPIA Commissioners present and past, including Senator 
Dembrow and also Representative Clem. Governor Brown came earlier than scheduled so 
as to hear the Justice's remarks, shared remarks of her own, then read the proclamation and 
signed it.  OCAPIA sent the Honorable Nakamoto a thank you for speaking at the event. 
All agreed it was a lovely event. 

 
C. OCAPIA sponsorship for AAYLC (Asian American Youth Leadership Conference) 

Commissioner Ying attended this year’s event at Concordia University. More than 350 
students attended. The OCAPIA’s sponsorship was appreciated and represented on all the 
conference materials. More than 40 colleges came to recruit at the event. 

 
D. Minoru Yasui Day – debrief 

During the 2016 short legislative session, HB 4009 passed, designating March 28th, in 
perpetuity, to be Minoru Yasui Day. Mr. Yasui was a Civil Rights activist during WWII, 
and went on to become the first Japanese American to become a lawyer, although he was 
disbarred in Oregon because of his civil rights activism. The importance of his actions is 

http://www.oregon.gov/OCAPIA/PDFs/OCAPIA%20Bylaws%202016%20draft%20v2.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OCAPIA/PDFs/OCAPIA%20Bylaws%202016%20draft%20v2.pdf
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now better understood by the U.S. government, and Mr. Yasui was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom posthumously by President Obama in December 2015. 
Chair Watanabe attended the inaugural walk of freedom that traced Mr. Yasui’s steps to the 
Portland Police Department where he turned himself in for breaking curfew. His story is an 
opportunity for schools to focus on API history, and, as is directed in SB 739, to tell the 
history of all Oregonians. This bill is a great step forward for the API community.  

 
E. CAATA Conference (Consortium of Asian American Theaters & Artists) in October update: 

The conference will be at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in October 2016. Chanpone will 
provide an update at the next OCAPIA meeting. CAATA wrote a grant proposal that 
OCAPIA supported but CAATA was not awarded the grant.  

 
F. Letter to Washington County District Attorney’s Office and Oregon State Bar 

In March 2016 Washington County Deputy District Attorney Smith posted racial 
stereotyping remarks on her Facebook page. OCBA Commissioner Collin wrote a letter of 
complaint to the Oregon State Bar signed by the OACs Chairs and JDs requesting she be 
reprimanded publicly and receive training on professional and ethical conduct. The Oregon 
State Bar received a response from DDA Smith. They are still reviewing the case and will 
contact Nancy to share the determination. The Muslim Educational Trust is organizing the 
first of a series of meetings about this issue. The U.S. Department of Justice will also hold 
another meeting for the community to express their concerns about the DDA’s comments.  

 
G. Stacy Nalley, Asian Pacific Islander Day at the Capitol on Saturday, May 20, 2017 -  

The Capitol History Gateway Project organizes free, family-friendly events on certain 
Saturdays at the Capitol building. Many community members are unavailable during the 
week to tour the building, and many immigrants and refugees may have negative 
associations with government in their home country. The goal is to make the Capitol 
building accessible to the community and encourage a positive connection with government. 
The event is from 10 – 2pm and will showcase the rich, cultural heritage of APIs in Oregon 
 
Stacy is seeking connections, guidance and OCAPIA’s support of the 2017 API Day. 
OCAPIA agreed by common consent to support the event as a partner. Stephen has ideas for 
entertainment at the event. Nancy will send OCAPIA Commissioners Stacy’s contact 
information. Stacy has already connected with Carol Suzuki, former OCAPIA Chair, in the 
Senate Majority Office, and met the Executive Director of World Beat Festival. 
 
The Commissioners thanked Stacy for her presentation. 
 

VI. Report of the Administrator 
Lucy updated Commissioners on the OAC’s Public Policy Research Projects: 
• OCAPIA’s internship on Immigrant Credentials Integration is currently recruiting.  
• Oregon Commission on Black Affairs (OCBA) is recruiting for a Masters or PhD student 

to continue work on the disparities limiting minority advancement of Journeyman in the 
Trades. 

• Oregon Commission for Women is developing an internship for a Master’s level Librarian 
intern to research equity issues in the OAC’s six strategic priority areas of interest. By 
December the Commissions will have a format, backed up by research, to develop their 
first-ever Equity Policy Playbook. 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/OCBA%20and%20OAC%27s%20ltr%20to%20OSB%20Board%20of%20Govs%2003-25-16.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/OCBA%20and%20OAC%27s%20ltr%20to%20OSB%20Board%20of%20Govs%2003-25-16.pdf
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The OACO budget for the 2017-2019 biennium is due August 1st. The OAC’s agreed that 
requesting the other .5 FTE of Ty’s Policy Analyst position is the priority. The other Policy 
Option Package (POP) request will be a .25 FTE Office Specialist 1 who can take on routinized 
administrative work Nancy is currently doing, so she can focus on project managing public 
policy research projects for Ty. 
 
The OACO is negotiating a lease with Oregon Health Authority (OHA) for the current office 
space that will begin in 2016. There is a possibility OHA may ask for the space the OACO 
currently maintains, which would result in the office moving. 
 
Over the past two legislative sessions the OAC’s have submitted testimony on bills concerning 
Environmental Justice, which is not currently one of the six strategic priority areas. The other 
OACs are discussing that Environmental Justice be a seventh strategic priority area. OCAPIA 
will discuss this at their next meeting.   

 
VII. Items from Commission Members 

Ping will attend a workshop presented by the Regional Arts and Culture Council (RACC) at 
the Asian Family Center that will address outreach to artists of color regarding grants. This is a 
new area for RACC and well-regarded by the API community. 
 
There is another Refugee Adjustment Day on Saturday, 7/30. Ping is organizing volunteers and 
encouraged Commissioners to sign-up. Chanpone and other members of the Oregon State Bar, 
IRCO and other organizations will assist refugees with completing necessary paperwork 
regarding their status. 
 
The Cascade Chapter of the International Association for Public Participation is holding a 
conference on Public Involvement on June 16 & 17 in Bend. Ping will attend. It is a conference 
for statewide employees to focus on diversity, community outreach and engagement and how 
to bridge the gap. Ping will send information to OACO to forward to all Commissioners. 
 
The City of Portland is developing a New Portlander Commission, and will meet with Mayor-
elect Ted Wheeler. Ping will let OCAPIA know how they can be supportive in the future. 
 
Stephen will represent OCAPIA at the Golden Minds event, which supports underprivileged 
first generation Americans, underprivileged. He and several other OCAPIA Commissioners 
will attend IRCO’s 40th anniversary gala on Saturday, May 21st. 
 
Bennie is working with the COFA (Compact of Free Association) Alliance and offered to bring 
their concerns about the API community to her and she will be their voice at OCAPIA 
meetings. She would like there to be a training to educate the API community about known 
scams, such as high interest car loans for poor quality cars. 
 
Bennie thanked Mari for connecting her with Bill Imada, who started a Millennials program 
nationwide. She also spoke to Stacy Lewis, Program Manager for the Gates Millennium 
Scholars Program at the Asian Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund. Stacy will visit the 
NW in the fall and may be able to attend the API Student Summit. 

 
Mari attended a Community Engagement meeting organized by the Department of Homeland 
Security, to build connections between the community and government agencies, such as the 
Transportation Security Administration and the Department of Education. It was similar to the 
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White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI) Roundtables 
OCAPIA has co-hosted. They are being hosted by local nonprofits. The next meeting will be at 
Catholic Charities in July. Commissioners were invited to submit a topic they would like 
discussed at a future meeting and the appropriate government agency will identify a speaker.  
 
Mari congratulated Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs (OCHA) Commissioner Diego 
Hernandez for winning a state representative seat beginning in 2017. She will also meet with 
the new Cónsul General of Japan, General Uchiyama. 
 
Portland Community College is hiring a new president and are down to three candidates, two 
men of color and one woman. One of the finalists is Mark Matsui, who has helped schools in 
the United States successfully apply for AANAPISI status. The Commissioners agreed to send 
a letter to the PCC Board President congratulating them on the diversity of the three finalists. 
Mari will draft the letter and share it with OCAPIA before sending it. 
 
Mari is having surgery in July and will be out of commission for 3 months. David will run 
meetings in her absence. She may call in for the next couple of meetings. 

 
VIII. Public Comment – there was no public comment. 
  
IX. Adjourn 
 The meeting adjourned at 11:44am by common consent. 
  
Next meeting: Wednesday, July 20, 2015, 9:30am – 12pm, Oregon State Bar 


