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OCAPIA Agenda 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 9:30 AM - 12 PM 
Oregon State Bar, Sandy Room 

16037 SW Upper Boone's Ferry Road, Tigard, OR 97224 
 

 
Chair:   Stephen Ying 
Vice Chair:  Mari Watanabe 
Commissioners: Kathleen Jonathan (phone), Ping Khaw, Joseph Santos-Lyons, Chanpone 

Sinlapasai-Okamura, David Yuen Tam (phone) 
Absent:  Michelle Vlach-Ing, Senator Dembrow, Representative Whisnant 
Guests:  Ethan Krow, A Better Oregon 
Staff:   Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
 
 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:32am. 
II. Roll Call - Nancy called the roll. A quorum was established. 

  
III. A. Approval of May 2015 OCAPIA Minutes 

MOTION (Sinlapasai/Watanabe): To approve the minutes as written. CARRIED. 
 
B. Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was accepted by common consent. 
  

IV. Old Business 
A. Review and update committee work 

1. Civic Engagement Committee 
a. WHIAAPI/Oregon Roundtable event 

The Roundtable is on July 23rd at IRCO’s main campus. Commissioners were encouraged 
to continue sharing the flier and agenda with their networks. There will be a planning 
meeting for the next Roundtable on July 30th, which will be held in Eugene. 

2. Education Committee 
a. HB 3499, relating to uniform reporting requirements metrics, funding and accountability 

for the English Language Learners program, was championed during the APANO/OCAPIA 
legislative day. It passed and Commissioners Watanabe and Jonathan attended a signing 
ceremony with the Governor for this bill. Funding is permanent for this bill. 

 
b. HB 3375A – The Minority Teacher Act is now the Educators Equity Act. Other changes 

strengthened the goals and effectiveness of the act. 
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B. OCAPIA Fundraiser update – There will be a planning meeting with Liani Reeves and Carol 

Suzuki, former OCAPIA Chairs, later in July and then a final decision will be made for the date, 
likely sometime in the Spring, 2016. Stephen, Mari and Ping are on the fundraising committee. 
Chanpone will work on the theme. A focus for the funds raised is to hire an API work-study 
student to provide community outreach for OCAPIA. 

 
C. Nominations process for Chair and Vice Chair – OCAPIA officer nominations will be at the 

September meeting and the officer elections will be in November. Lucy will work with the Chair 
and Vice Chair to open the nominations by email before the September meeting.  Nominations 
will close at the September meeting. 

 
D. Recruitment of OCAPIA members – Commissioner Santos-Lyons announced that he will not 

seek a 2nd term and will help with recruitment of a refugee community member for 
OCAPIA.  There are currently no Commissioners representing the Middle-East or India.  
Suggestions included Hussein Abayati, Iraqi in Hillsboro.  Commissioner Tam also has 
suggestions of those he knows in Eugene/Corvallis area.  Commissioner Jonathan suggested Joe 
Enlet, or Bennie Moses Mesubed from La Grande, Eastern Oregon University, who is Palauan. 
Jenny Kim is another person. Anastasia “Stacie” Yu Meisner, who is a Korean American 
attorney. Dr. Van Tran - at Providence hospital, is Vietnamese 

 
E. 2015 Legislative session wrap-up 

OCAPIA supported 13 bills with testimony and more with legislative advocacy during their joint 
Legislative Days with APANO. This includes HB 3499A which establishes an advisory group on 
ELL investment and outcomes and other COFA, health, education, and justice related bills.   
90% of the OCAPIA supported bills passed in the 2015 session passed, including OACO’s 
budget adding additional staff.  These were historic victories. 

 
V. New Business 
A. Ratification of e-vote for 2015 Legislative Session Bills supported by OCAPIA 

1. SB 215 – Future of the Oregon Education Investment Board (OEIB) 
2. SB 187A – Establishes Oregon Student Information Protection Act 
 
MOTION (Watanabe/Sinlapasai): To ratify the e-vote for these bills read into the record. 
CARRIED. 
 

B. Governor’s Office – Janet Soto was unable to attend the meeting today but has reached out to 
Chairs and Vice Chairs of all OACs to arrange a time to meet. Chairs and Vice Chairs will be 
meeting with her soon.  She wants to better understand where OACs are focusing and make sure 
she has regular meetings with the individual OACs.  The Chairs are scheduled to meet with the 
Governor on diverse appointments for her key positions. 
 

C. Supporting the New American Voter Project – Mari reported on her work volunteering at NAVP 
to register people to vote.  It seems to her that the new USCIS director has changed the volunteer 
experience, saying that a directive from Seattle requires that he give very little mention to 
registering to vote with the available volunteers.  After discussion, Commissioner Santos-Lyons 
offered to connect Mari with Oregon Voice to consider a joint letter or action to increase the 
effectiveness of the volunteers and increase voter registration.  Chanpone also offered to speak to 
their executive committee pro bono.  

http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/Pages/Advocacy.aspx
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D. Sponsorship requests to OCAPIA 

The Commission considered the requests to OCAPIA for sponsorships and funding for various 
community and group activities. 
OCAPIA’s criteria: Located in Oregon; serve communities; achieve OCAPIA's strategic goals; 
whether groups can get resources from other sources; and build institutional capacity for groups 
in Oregon. 
 
After consideration of the criteria, the Commission agreed that it wishes to add wording that 
would set a limit to the funding amount, specify that it must benefit the API community, restrict 
equipment purchases, how often a recipient may apply, and limit giving to non-profits only. The 
fundraising committee is meeting about the OCAPIA spring fundraiser but may also take on 
drafting additional wording for the criteria.    

 
MOTION (Watanabe/Khaw): To accept COFA proposal to fund for $500. CARRIED. Joseph 
and David abstained. 

 
MOTION (Sinlapasai/Khaw): To donate $500 to CAPAW for 2 API women who are 
Oregonians to be used for their registration fees. CARRIED. 

 
The Wave Music request was not considered because it does not meet the criteria for 501c3 
status. 

 
E. A Better Oregon presentation – Ethan Kron introduced himself and discussed the impact of the 

“A Better Oregon” campaign would have on state revenues and its focus on ending certain tax 
deductions now available to the largest corporations and raising the minimum business tax from 
$150 in Oregon.   The campaign is being conducted by a coalition of community groups and is 
currently focused on proposing a ballot measure for the November, 2016 elections or in May, 
2017 if necessary. 

  
VI. Report of the Administrator, Lucy Baker 

A. New permanent hire for OACO - .5 Policy Analyst beginning 2015-17 biennium plus upgrade 
for Executive Support Specialist from level 1 to level 2. Checking with analyst about possible 
holdbacks. Plan to interview candidates in September and hire by October.  

B. New brochures and broadside – Lucy shared copies of the updated OAC’s brochure and a draft 
copy of the OAC Advocacy broadside. 
 

VII. Items from Commission Members 
• Beaverton Night Market 9/12 
• October 14th releasing new report on API demographics and indicators, 5pm at new APANO 

space - JSL will add to FB page. 
• Commissioner Tam is willing to be an OCAPIA champion for designating an AANAPISI 

eligible school in Oregon. Pacific University is the one eligible school in Oregon. 
• Aug 25th - Obon Festival in Eugene 
• Asian Celebration in Eugene - 3rd weekend in February. Monthly meetings from now forward. 

 
VIII. Public Comment - there was no public comment. 

  
IX. Adjourn - The meeting was adjourned at 11:55am. 
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Next meeting:  Wednesday, September 16th, 2015, 9:30am – 12pm 

OS Bar, Sandy Mtg Room, 16037 SW Upper Boones Ferry Rd., Tigard 97224 


