
 
 
 
 

 
OCAPIA MINUTES 

Wednesday, January 15, 2014 
10 AM - 12 PM 

Willamette University, Mudd Building, Room 302 
315 Winter Street SE, Salem, OR 97301 

  
 
ATTENDEES: 
Chair:   Stephen Ying (phone) 
Vice Chair:  Mari Watanabe 
Commissioners:  Ping Khaw-Sutherland, Joseph Santos-Lyons, Mahendra Shah (phone), 

Michelle Vlach-Ing, Rep. Gene Whisnant 
Absent:  Jennifer Kleskie, Senator Dembrow 
Staff:    Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
Guests: Jenny Lee-Berry, Governor’s Office; Antonio Huerta, Outreach 

Manager for University of Oregon; Kelly Devlin, member of Task 
Force on School Funding/K-12 ESL Coordinator for David Douglas 
School District; Robin Morris Collin, OCBA Commissioner/EJTF 
Chair/Professor of Law at Willamette University 

 
 
I. Call to Order  

The meeting began at 10:10am. Senator Dembrow recently was appointed to the OCAPIA 
and the members expressed their welcoming comments, although he was in committee and 
unable to join the meeting.   Representative Gene Whisnant was in attendance at OCAPIA 
and was also welcomed. 

 
II. Roll Call 

A quorum was established. 
 

III.  Approval of November 2013 OCAPIA Minutes 
MOTION (Shah/Watanabe): To approve the minutes as written. CARRIED. 

 
IV. Old Business 

A. Education Committee Report – Vice Chair Watanabe 
Senate Bill 739 became a law during the 2013 Oregon Legislative session. It says the 
Oregon Department of Education (ODE) is required to consult with the Oregon 
Advocacy Commissions and others in creating an inclusive Oregon history.  
 
Andrea Morgan, Education Specialist, Social Sciences Curriculum at Oregon 
Department of Education, is managing this project and asked the Advocacy 
Commissions for already existing curriculum or other resources suitable to expanding 

  

Oregon Commission for Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 
“Advocating Equality and Diversity” 

1819 SW 5th Ave., Portland, OR  97201 
O 503.302.9725/F 503.473.8519 

Email: oaco.mail@state.or.us 
         Website: www.oregon.gov/OCAPIA 

John A. Kitzhaber, Governor 

1 
 

mailto:oaco.mail@state.or.us
http://www.oregon.gov/OCAPIA


history curriculum in Oregon schools to include the API, Black and Hispanic experience 
and contributions to the state. Vice Chair Watanabe will be testifying about this project 
on January 16, 2014 at the Senate Education Committee Chaired by Senator Mark Hass.  
She will be discussing available resources around the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Laws and 
introducing other presenters before the Committee.  The goal of the presentation is to 
encourage the legislature and ODE to establish an Asian History Day in Oregon schools 
where the full range of Asian history and contributions can be explored in history 
lessons. 
 
Mari and Chair Ying noted that funding for professional development of teachers and 
curriculum development will be needed to support the teaching of Asian Oregonian 
history.  One idea is to start with an Asian History day in class that would assure one 
day a year this history would be taught.   

 
 Suggestions were made as to how to implement this goal in the current biennium:  

• Contact Chief Education Officer Nancy Golden directly to request that that day be 
dedicated to Asian history.  

• Share with ODE a Marion County Historical Society pamphlet on the history of 
Chinese in Salem and in Oregon. 

• Share with ODE an existing curriculum that several Commissioners know of on 
Japanese-American history. 

• It is important to consider which grade(s) will be taught the new curriculum. The 
Commissioners believe that Oregon history begins at the 4th grade level through 
the Social Studies department.  ODE’s Andrea Morgan can help clarify this. 

 
1. School Funding Task Force Update – Commissioner Santos-Lyons 

a. Commissioner Santos Lyons introduced Kelly Devlin.  She is a member of the 
state Task Force on School Funding.   In her day job, Kelly is the K-12 ESL 
Coordinator for David Douglas School District in Portland.   

 
Kelly briefly explained that the Task Force sprang from HB 2506, which was 
passed during the 2013 Oregon legislative session. It consists of 13 members 
including four legislators (Representative Komp, Representative Springer and two 
Senators), and nine members appointed by the Governor. The Task Force members 
are school teachers, school administrators, school district business managers, and 
representatives from Education Service District (ESD) personnel.  
 
The goal of the Task Force is to make recommendations regarding possible 
modifications to school funding formulas, including possible recommendations for 
the legislature. Their first report is due 10/1/14. They have only met twice since 
forming and elected a Chair and Vice Chair. They are in information-gathering 
mode, including a review of the state’s history of the school funding formula. There 
are 197 school districts in Oregon and the Task Force would like to know how each 
district is weighted for funding. 
 
Their next public meeting is 1/22/14 in the Capitol. The Task Force is mapping 
their work plan knowing that a complete report is due by October 1, 2014.  The 
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Task Force has also recognized it needs a definition of “Equity” that will be useful 
to the funding discussion.  
 
Commissioner Santos-Lyons suggested that OCAPIA support a shift on how funds 
allocated for English as a Second Language (ESL) are spent.  
 
Representative Whisnant agreed that a change would be helpful and briefly 
reviewed the current formula for the Commission. The formula was developed in 
1991 and was intended to be temporary. He suggested one way to approach this is 
that individual students be classified by their need for ESL classes, and fund 
schools depending upon their ranking. He asked OCAPIA to consider sending letter 
to the ODE asking that all ESL students be assessed. 
 
It was noted that students can currently be kept in ESL longer than necessary by 
schools because they become part of the school’s funding stream. Overall this is not 
helpful to the student potentially reducing their scholastic achievement and future 
earning power. 
 
It was agreed that OCAPIA and Kelly Devlin would remain in touch about this 
issue. She will notify OCAPIA of future Task Force meetings and if the Task Force 
proposes legislation or policy changes. 
 
The Commissioners thanked Ms. Devlin for her presentation. 

 
2. Dual Language Immersion Program update – Chair Ying 

The community was appreciative of the meetings Portland Public Schools organized 
about changes to the Chinese Dual Immersion program and appreciated the 
supportive position of APANO and the OCAPIA. 

  
3. Presentation by Antonio Huerta, Outreach Manager, Division of Undergraduate 

Studies, University of Oregon 
 

Vice Chair Watanabe introduced Antonio Huerta.   Mr. Huerta is seeking OCAPIA's 
help making connections to API families.  The University is especially interested in 
attracting Pacific Islander family with children to attend an annual event hosted at the 
University for parents and youth.  They have found that this is very helpful to 
families who have not yet had a college-bound student imagine that for their future, 
as well as getting youth connected with the diverse community with the University.  , 
He presented a slideshow about the U of O’s family-oriented program to introduce 
families to college life. 
 
Commissioner Khaw-Sutherland offered to connect Antonio to businesses owned by 
Pacific Islanders through the Asian Pacific American Chamber of Commerce 
(APACC).  Commissioner Vlach-Ing also mentioned that the Salem Multicultural 
Institute’s World Beat Gallery is presenting an exhibit on Micronesia, and he may 
want to connect with the Pacific Islander families who prepared and presented the 
exhibit.  She can help make that connection. 
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Nancy Kramer offered to connect Antonio with Kathleen Jonathan, who works for 
the Salem-Keizer School District, who does outreach specifically with the 
Marshallese Islander community. Commissioner Shah offered his contact to the India 
Cultural Association. 
 
The Commission thanked Mr. Huerta for his presentation and promised to reach out 
to him following the meeting. 

 
B. Civic Engagement Report– No report 

  
V. Report of the Administrator 

A. Discussion on Staff Support and Additional Staffing 
Vote for Commissions on these recommendations is coming. The Commissioners 
reviewed the document (attached). Nancy assembled a list of recommended positions to 
accommodate the OACs work: 
• Operations and Policy Analyst 3 to work on growing legislative work with more 

input coming from the Commissions 
• Public Affairs Specialist 2 will be responsible for all community engagement at 

Commission level,  and also serve as a press release writer;  
• Executive Support Specialist 2 would be a reclassification of the position Nancy 

currently holds (Executive Support Specialist 1, although she is working at the 
next level);  

• Office Specialist 2 to assist with meeting scheduling and web posting. 
 
Lucy asked the OCAPIA if this is on the right track. If yes, then she can prepare a 
Policy Option Package (POP) for each position.  Commissioners could then prioritize 
the positions in terms of need. The plan is to have these additional staff people provide 
support for ALL the OACs (an integrated approach versus a silo model). Senior Policy 
Advisor Frank Garcia supported the OAC’s last round of POPs and has indicated his 
support for these as well. Other boards and commissions have adequate travel, and 
OAC's should too. The request comes from an equity perspective - the Commissions 
are doing great work, with the most robust work in legislative advocacy they’ve ever 
done and are becoming a resource for state partners wishing to work with the 
Commissions on public policy research through internships. 
 
Commissioners were supportive of the staffing proposals and agreed that Nancy’s 
position re-class should be the first priority. Representative Whisnant said he would 
support the request for additional funding. 
 

B. 2013-2015 Budget Reductions - all state agencies are being asked to reduce their 
budgets permanently by varying amounts. OACO’s portion of the request for 
permanent reduction is $2,860. Lucy will send her list of potential budget reductions to 
the Commission and schedule a time to discuss and approve it, either between meetings 
or at the next regular meeting of the Commission. 
 

C. Future OCAPIA Meeting locations 
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Nancy has been communicating with the Oregon State Bar about their interest in 
hosting OCAPIA meetings for the rest of the year.  At the previous OCAPIA meeting, 
Commissioners were generally interested in moving the OCAPIA meetings to a 
location easy to reach by those traveling to meetings from Salem or beyond.   
Commissioner Vlach-Ing reached out to the Bar as a potential location.   The OSB is 
interested and Nancy will coordinate OCAPIA’s next meeting, March 19, 2014, to be 
held at their location. 

  
VI. New Business 

A. Jenny Lee Berry from the Governor’s Office announced they are working with the 
Oregon State Patrol to diversify the force. They are hiring 40 entry-level troopers in 2 
rounds. Jenny will send the announcements to staff and the Commissioners when they 
are ready. Recruiter Trooper Duncan has also been in contact with OCBA 
Commissioner James Morris. 
 
The Commission thanked Jenny for her report.   They appreciate having the Governor’s 
Office represented and be part of their conversation. 
 

B. Commission recruitment 
Commissioner Shah has been interested in developing a recruitment pipeline for the 
OCAPIA that takes into account whether Commissioners are planning to apply to the 
Appointments Office for a second term and also regarding the API groups current 
Commissioners represent.   He needed to leave the Commission meeting and this 
subject was postponed to discussion at the next regular OCAPIA meeting.   In the 
meantime, Nancy will update the information on the OCAPIA roster to correct a 
mistake on Stephen Ying’s term information and will send the new information to the 
Commissioners. She has already reached out to OCAPIA members whose term may be 
expiring in 2014 asking them if they will be seeking a 2nd term. 

 
C. Requesting a Governor’s proclamation honoring the 20th Anniversary of Environmental 

Justice’ Executive Order 12898. 
The Commission welcomed Robin Morris Collin who is the past Chair of the Oregon 
Environmental Justice Task Force (the EJTF) and a Commissioner serving on the 
OCBA.  She reported that the EJTF statute makes provision for a representative 
member of each of the Advocacy Commissions to serve on the EJTF.   Commissioner 
Santos-Lyons is OCAPIA’s representative on the task force.   They are asking the 
Advocacy Commissions to join with the EJTF in a request to the Governor to issue a 
proclamation in honor of the 20th anniversary of a US Executive Order requiring all 
agencies receiving federal funding to be accountable for environmental impacts of their 
work and promote environmental justice for vulnerable communities.   It has made a 
difference in every state, and in Oregon assured that over 15 state agencies have taken 
action. 
 
Commissioner Santos-Lyons was asked to fill the OCAPIA’s seat on the EJTF, as per 
the statute. He has attended 1 meeting so far and the EJTF meets quarterly. The 
meetings are about all communities in Oregon having a safe and livable environment, 
essentially a cross between environmental equity and civil rights. The purpose of the 
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letter of support is to encourage Oregon to acknowledge the importance of these rights 
for everyone and celebrate the state’s efforts at achieving these goals. 
 
OCBA Commissioner and EJTF founder Robin Morris Collin stated that February 11th, 
2014, is the 20th anniversary of Executive Order from President Bill Clinton, directing 
all government agencies to consider not only Environmental Justice but also the 
consequences of Environmental Injustice, specifically toxic waste and how to protect 
communities of color and poor communities from these hazards. In the past 20 years 
many federal agencies have begun to consider the importance of equal access to 
benefits of a clean environment such as parks, recreation and spiritual activities. 
 
Oregon’s EJTF was established by the legislature, came into existence 4 years ago, and 
has issued 5 reports to date. Oregon’s work in this area won national recognition in 
2010. This letter asks Governor Kitzhaber to recognize the importance of 
environmental justice and to acknowledge that Oregon has many accomplishments to 
celebrate. The EJTF was also asked to support this letter. 

 
MOTION (Santos-Lyons/Watanabe): Submit a joint letter of support with other 
OACs encouraging Governor Kitzhaber to acknowledge the 20 year anniversary of the 
Environmental Justice proclamation. CARRIED. 

 
D. Other Business? 

Next meeting OCAPIA meeting is Wednesday, March 19, 2014, 10am – 12pm 
 

VII. Items from Commission Members 
There were no items. 

  
VIII. Public Comment 

 There was no public comment. 
 

IX. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:09pm. 
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