
 
 
  

Oregon Commission on Asian Affairs 
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MINUTES 
Oregon Commission on Asian Affairs 

Friday, May 8, 2009 
3:30 PM - 5 PM 

Oregon State Capitol, Room 350 
 

ATTENDEES 
Chairwoman:  Liani Reeves 
Commissioners:  David Kong, Simeon Mamaril, Patrick Sieng, Carol Suzuki, Khalid Wahab  
Speakers: David Kim, Michael Cobb  
Guest(s):   Aimee Santos-Lyons, Joseph Santos-Lyons, Ping Khaw Sutherland 
Staff:   Helen Hoang, Joy Howard 
 

I. Call to Order 
a. Chairwoman Reeves called the meeting to order at 3:50 PM.  
 

II. Adoption of Agenda 
a. Adoption of agenda was motioned and passed unanimously.  

 
III. Introductions  

a. Everyone went around the room and introduced themselves.  
 
IV. Report from OACO 

a. Business cards – For cost savings, we left the name section blank for commissioners to fill in due 
to the turn over of commissioners and the mandatory minimum order of business cards. If 
commissioners believe that they will use 250 cards during their time with the Commission and 
want their name on the business cards, we will order cards specifically for them. 

b. Distributed the Oregon Progress Board “2008 Oregon Benchmark Race & Ethnicity Report” 
 

V. Old Business 
a. Official Vote on Census Involvement  

i. The Commission has been asked to partner with the Census Bureau and sign the “2010 
Census Partner Proclamation.” The Commission would encourage people in the 
Asian/Pacific Islander (API) communities to participate and give accurate information to 
the Census Bureau.  

ii. Motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to sign the “2010 Census Partner 
Proclamation.”  

b. Official Vote on Voting for Asian American Youth Leadership Conference (AAYLC)  
i. The check for $500 has been distributed and cashed. The conference pulled Mr. Tan as a 

speaker which was the Commission’s main concern.  
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ii. Motion was made and passed unanimously to support the AAYLC with $500. 
c. Discussion of the Slants/Any follow up needed?  

i. There was one email complaint received from a non Asian/Pacific American constituent 
outside of Oregon stating they saw the Press Release on the Slants’ website and were 
disappointed that the Commission was interfering with Mr. Tan’s ability to exercise his 
free speech. Chairwoman Reeves forwarded the information to the Governor’s Office and 
has not heard that anyone else has made any complaints.  

ii. It was decided that no further follow-up needs to be done with this issue from the 
Commission.  

 
VI. New Business 

a. ODOT Contracting Opportunities – Michael Cobb, ODOT Office of Civil Rights  
Website: http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/CS/CIVILRIGHTS/  
 
The Oregon Department of Transportation is dedicated to a well-qualified, diverse workforce 
representative to the public it serves. Diversity is an ODOT strategic business value promoting 
diverse, creative thinking, collaboration, and problem solving toward common State and Federal 
transportation goals.  

 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 

i. The U.S. Department of Transportation regulates the DBE Program and establishes 
criteria for certification, which applies to DBE-eligible firms seeking contracts funded 
with federal transportation-related monies. A DBE includes small businesses that are at 
least 51% owned by:  

1. Women 
2. Minorities: Black Americans, Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, Asian-

Pacific Americans and Subcontinent Asian Americans 
3. Or other individuals on a case-by-case basis  

 
Question: Does ODOT have any translated documents? 
Answer: Under Title 6, ODOT has been working to ensure that all ODOT documents are 
accessible in other languages. In the Small Contracting Program they have translation services 
companies with whom they contract. Department of Administrative Services also has translation 
services that are offered; however, they are on a one-on-one basis.  
 
Handouts:   ODOT Disparity Study, ODOT Fact Sheet, ODOT Small Contracting Program 

 
b. Fundraiser Event – Chairwoman Reeves, Commissioner Suzuki 

i. Small event honoring founders of OCAA and raise money for the future–  
1. Host it mid to the end of June. 
2. Need 3-4 Commissioners to form small committee to organize the event.  
3. Contact small co-sponsors to assist.  
4. Motion made, seconded and passed to form committee and start planning event 

for this biennium. 
5. Committee members: Commissioner Kong, Commissioner Suzuki, Chairwoman 

Reeves, Ping Khaw Sutherland 
c. Community Forum – Commissioner Wahab, Commissioner Kong 

i. APANO will be hosting a series of community Listening Circles. This is similar to what 
OCAA wanted to do with the community forum idea. Would like to possibly partner with 
them in hosting the series.  
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ii. Commissioner Wahab and Commissioner Kong will meet within the next few weeks and 
report back to commission. 

 
VII. Reports  

a. NAAPAE Conference – Commissioner Chin 
[Click to view PowerPoint presentation]

i. Commissioner Chin gave a presentation on "Accent Bias Against Students of Color."  
ii. Can this be presented to educators throughout the state? 

1. Yes, will discuss topic more with Commissioner Chin and other commissioners to 
see how this can be done.  

iii. Presentation will be posted to the OCAA website.  
b. AAYLC – David 

i. There were 550 students present. It was very successful and youth were very engaged.  
 

VIII. Public Testimony 
a. Aimee Santos-Lyons, Joseph Santos-Lyons: 

i. Would OCAA like to again partner with APANO and host a 2011 Legislative Day? 
1. Yes. The Commission and APANO can work with Senator Carter in the 

designation of an API Legislative Day. 
ii. Can OCAA help APANO organize a seminar on how to get into politics? 

1. The Commission will discuss ways they can help APANO with this and report 
back to them.  

iii. Can OCAA help APANO in getting more accurate census information for the API groups 
in Oregon? 

1. The Commission will discuss ways they can help APANO with this and report 
back to them.  

 
IX. Good of the Order 

a. Joint Commissions Meeting, June 19th, 2009, 11am-3pm, Salem Capitol, Room 350 
b. Asia Fest, May 30, 2009, 11 AM – 6 PM –  

i.  OCAA would like to have a booth at the event. The cost will be $150 for a community 
service organization. 

ii. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously to have booth at event.  
iii. Commissioners will be able to sign-up to do shifts.  

1. Chairwoman Reeves and Commissioner Suzuki volunteered to do a shift.  
c. Recruitment for new Commissioners –  

i. There are currently three vacancies for OCAA. There has been some contact with 
potential candidates. Chairwoman Reeves encouraged everyone to continue to get the 
word out and advocate for more commissioners.  

 
Adjournment at 5:10 PM.  
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