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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Asian Affairs 

Tuesday April 5, 2011 

6 – 8  PM 

The Garlic Onion Restaurant  

25425 S.W. 95th Ave.  

Wilsonville, OR 97070  

ATTENDEES 
Acting Chair:  Simeon Mamaril 

Commissioners:  Mosh Shaik, Carol Suzuki, Khalid Wahab  

Staff:   Lucy Baker 

Guests:  Jean Yamamoto and MaiKia Moua:  APANO 

 

I. Call to Order at 6:15 p.m. by Acting Chair Mamaril 

 

II. Adoption of Agenda and Minutes 

Motion: (Whahab/Shaik)  To Adopt the agenda. Carried  

Motion: (Suzuki/Wahab)  To Adopt the minutes. Carried. 

 

III. Introduction and Check in 

a. Commissioner Moinuddin (Mosh) Shaik was welcomed to the Commission.  

The Commissioner came to the US from India in 1980 with his degree from 

Osmania University.   He has worked for ODOT as an Engineer building 

bridges in Oregon.   He is now a Masters student at PSU in Transportation 

Engineering.  He has 9 children with 2 MD’s in the family. 

 

IV. Report from OACO  

i. Intro to OCAA Intern Debra Porta.   

ii. Hiring process for OAC Exec Assistant 

iii. Public Hearing on OAC funding and next steps 

 

V. APANO presentation 

Jean Yamamoto and MaiKia Moua presented for APANO.  They serve on the 

APANO Health Committee studying health reform as the State implements Health 

Reform.   They formed a coalition with People of Color Health Equity 

Collaborative, including Urban League, ACAUSA, APANO and others.   They 

work to grow their voice at the Capitol for Health Reform.  They are following key 

bills and legislation and they train their members how to testify.   They want to 

discuss SB 97 on Cultural Competency and SB 99 on Health Exchange that 

includes health equity and health outcomes for people of color.   They have 
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proposed an amendment to include a health equity component.  The amendment 

proposal did not make it into the Bill.   Today they met with Dr. Bruce Goldberg at 

the Oregon Health Authority to consider what the Health Exchange will look like 

once it passes.  It will be a private entity.  He encourages that the group begin now 

to consider who will serve as Board members of the Health Exchange. 

 

APANO would like the OCAA to support the SB99 amendments that the APANO 

and the coalition are crafting that would add equity wording to the statute for the 

bill.  

 

SB 97 has been stalled in committee but will come out of committee on Friday.  

Sen. Monnes Anderson and Sen. Kruse both serve on the Senate Health 

Committee.  There has been a disagreement on the extent to which medical 

interpreters must be on staff at Hospitals.   There is a growing agreement on the 

Senate, and it still needs to go to the House side.   

 

They also discussed the May 7 forum on cultural competency.  It will be an 

opportunity for learning more about the Health Exchange and an opportunity to 

share their viewpoints and personal stories with decision makers.  There will be a 

keynote speaker on Health Equity and Social Justice.  Commissioners are invited 

to attend. 

 

On May 10
th

 is the Legislative Day on Social Justice and the OCAA is an formal 

partner for the Legislative Day.   OCAA will help publicize it and put it on its 

website.    

 

Motion: (Wahab/Suzuki)  To approve and support SB 97.  Carried 

Motion: (Suzuki/Wahab) To approve and support SB99.  Carried.   

Motion: (Wahab/Shaik) To approve $50 sponsorship of APANO  Carried. 

 

VI.  Old Business 

The Commission tabled its discussion of a fundraiser until next meeting 

Motion: (Suzuki/Wahab) To table discussion of a fundraiser till next meeting.  

Carried. 

 

Developing an agreement with APANO has not yet gone forward, but it will. In 

May, Commissioner Wahab and Lucy will work with APANO to develop a draft.   

There will be a small workgroup with APANO and OCAA to discuss it.  We will 

do that in May and include new Commissioners. 
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VII. New Business 

 

a. Election of new officers.  The commission considered their vote of the 

interim officers and they will vote again in June for the permanent 

officers.   

 

b. Recruiting new Commissioners.   Mari Watanabe, Executive Director of 

the Nikkei Endowment is interested in the Commission for membership.    

 

c. Legislative Report on SB 530, hearing on changing the name of the 

Commission.  Commissioner Suzuki reported on the hearing for the SB 

530 and the amendment proposed for trade opportunities.   She 

recommends that the Commission be neutral on the proposed amendment. 

Motion: (Wahab/Suzuki) Not to oppose the amendment proposed to the 

SB 530 by Sen. Boquist. Carried. 

 

d. Film Sponsorship for DisOrient  

Motion: (Wahab/Suzuki)  To support DisOrient in an amount to be 

determined via e-mail.  Carried. 

 

VIII. Adjourned by consensus at 7:45. 

 

 


