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The Oregon Commission on Children and Families (OCCF), working towards the best future for Oregon’s children, youth and families, has developed a series of documents designed to help the local commissions and partners make sound decisions based on research about what strategies work to meet the local community needs. These documents offer guidance on how to create a comprehensive wellness system, an accountability system, and a continuum of supports for all of Oregon’s children, youth, and families.

The first book, Building Results: From Wellness Goals to Positive Outcomes for Oregon’s Children, Youth, and Families, published in April 1997, was written by Professor Clara Pratt, from the Family Research Program at Oregon State University, in collaboration with several of her colleagues and with OCCF staff. It links research to goals to action to outcomes and reviews research to identify the best practices and specific outcomes that are strongly related to reaching the Oregon goals and benchmarks for children, youth, and families. It also considers the five critical goals for improving their well-being:

1.   Strong, nurturing families

2.   Healthy, thriving children

3.   Positive Youth Development

4.   Educational progress and success

5.   Caring communities and systems

Building Results also links research on proven approaches and interim outcomes to community needs, aspirations, and resources. Its guiding principle is that no single effort will achieve Oregon’s benchmarks or goals, but when multiple programs achieve outcomes that are connected to benchmarks and goals, progress is made toward them. Building Results is now fully integrated into the OCCF database in order to document inputs, activities, outputs, and outcomes of all programs and initiatives.

The second book, Building Results II: Aboutcomes: A Workbook for Performance Measurement -- Bridging the Gap from Research to Practice, links research to practice using logic models and Building Results as resources. It helps define program activities and outputs, and shows how to link these to achievable outcomes.

The third book, Building Results III: Measuring Outcomes for Oregon’s Children, Youth, and Families, created by the same team as the first book, identifies measurement approaches and tools for assessing the specific outcomes identified in Building Results I.  It also builds on the logic model methods described in Building Results II.  It has nine chapters, a comprehensive index of outcomes, and a separate volume entitled, Appendix of Measures for Building Results III: Measuring Outcomes for Oregon’s Children, Youth, and Families. Chapters include accountability and performance measurement, principles of accountability for outcomes, measurement approaches, developing surveys, and specific measures for family, child, youth, educational, and child care outcomes.

 The latest volume in the series, Building Results Through Community Mobilization: From Wellness Goals To Community Outcomes For Oregon’s Children, Youth, and Families, was published in 2003 by Clara C. Pratt, Ph.D. and Rebecca Hernandez, MPA in conjunction with OCCF, the OSU College of Health and Human Sciences Barbara Emily Knudson Endowment for Family Policy, and the OSU Agricultural Experiment Station. This publication builds upon several earlier efforts and publications. This volume focuses on development and measurements of community mobilization strategies and outcomes. It contains eight chapters to include information on the definition of caring communities, the logic of Community Mobilization, performance measurement, stronger linkage between community and formal systems, respectful inclusion of all community members, and safe and welcoming environments and activities. In addition, it contains various lists of figures and tables in its eight appendices. 
