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 Nymphoides peltata
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Yellow 
fl oating heart
Nymphoides peltata

Description
Perennial; bottom-rooted with long branched stolons extending 
horizontally up to 3 feet or more just beneath the water surface. 
Floating heart-shaped to almost circular leaves on stalks that emerge 
from creeping rhizomes. Leaves purplish underneath, with wavy 
scalloped margins. Flowers bright yellow, 5-petaled on long stalks with 
1 to several fl owers per stalk. Menyanthaceae family.

Impacts
Yellow fl oating heart grows in dense patches, excluding light for native 
species and creating stagnant areas with low oxygen levels underneath 
the fl oating mats. It obstruct water recreational activities. Root 
fragments and stolons easily separate and take root. Control of this 
plant is diffi cult economically, physically, and politically.

Distribution in Oregon

PLEASE CALL 1-866-INVADER IF YOU 
FIND THIS SPECIES IN OREGON.
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■ Limited ■ Abundant ■ Not known to be present

Nymphoides peltata
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 Hydrilla
 Hydrilla verticillata
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  Hydrilla
Hydrilla verticillata

Description
Perennial aquatic plant. Rooted to bottom with long stems that reach 
water’s surface. Leaves 1⁄16 to 1⁄8 inch wide, ¼ to ¾ inch long and 
occur in whorls of 5. Small, axillary leaf scales found next to stem 
and inserted at base of the leaf, distinguishing hydrilla from other 
family members. The nut-like turions are a key identifying feature. 
Hydrocharitaceae family.

Impacts
Hydrilla is the most serious threat to aquatic 
ecosystems in temperate climate zones. Dense stands 
of hydrilla provide poor habitat and create stagnant 
water (which is good breeding ground for mosquitoes). 
Hydrilla interferes with recreational activities and will 
clog irrigation ditches and intake pipes.

Biological controls
Tuber and stem weevils ( Bagous affi nis and B. hydrillae), and 
two leaf-mining fl ies (Hydrellia balciunasi and H. pakistanae) are 
approved for release on hydrilla where 
it is established. H. pakistanae has had 
the greatest impact on US populations.

Distribution in the US

PLEASE CALL 1-866-INVADER IF YOU 
FIND THIS SPECIES IN OREGON.
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Hydrilla verticillata
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  European 
water chestnut
 Trapa natans
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European 
water chestnut
Trapa natans

Description
Annual aquatic plant. Upper fl oating leaves diamond-shaped with 
toothed edges, arranged on infl ated, spongy stalks and occuring in 
clusters up to 20 inches across. Submersed leaves long and narrow 
or often replaced with green feather-like structures. Flowers small, 
solitary, and white to light purple. Fruit a large swollen nut with 2 to 4 
sharp spines. Trapaceae family.

Impacts
European water chestnut is a fi erce competitor in shallow bodies of 
water possessing soft, muddy bottoms. In the Northeast it forms nearly 
impenetrable mats across wide areas of water, creating barriers to 
boaters, swimmers, and fi sherman. Spiked nuts drift to shore where 
their sharp spines may hurt bare feet. Monocultures severely limit light 
penetration and water mixing, creating conditions of reduced oxygen 
levels which may increase the potential for fi sh kills. It is of little value 
to waterfowl.

Distribution in the US

PLEASE CALL 1-866-INVADER IF YOU 
FIND THIS SPECIES IN OREGON.
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Trapa natans

Description

 
A
—
6

❷

❻



 
A
q
u
atics

❶

A
—
7

 Swamp stonecrop
 Crassula helmsii
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Swamp stonecrop
Crassula helmsii

Description
Aquatic perennial; creeping or fl oating round stems. Leaves succulent 
and opposite. Solitary fl owers white or pinkish and borne in the axils 
of leaves. Fruit contain 2 to 5 elliptical and smooth seeds. Can grow in 
a variety of different aquatic habitats. Crassulaceae family.

Impacts
Escapees of swamp stonecrop on wetlands can lead to dense mats that 
outcompete the native fl ora. It grows vigorously through most of the 
year, even in the winter months. This plant blocks ponds and drainage 
ditches and impoverishes the ecosystem for invertebrates and fi sh. 
Mats can be dangerous to pets, livestock, and children who mistake 
them for dry land.

Distribution in the US
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Crassula helmsii

Description

 

NOT KNOWN TO BE 
ESTABLISHED IN THE US 
OUTSIDE OF CULTIVATION.
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