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OREGON SOIL AND WATER

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

May 4-5, 2006

The Riverhouse Hotel

3075 N. Hwy. 97 Bend, Oregon 97701

Thursday, May 4, 2006

Opening Remarks

Doug Krahmer, Chair, called the regular meeting of the Oregon Soil and Water Conservation Commission (SWCC) to order at 1:10 p.m. on May 4, 2006, at the Riverhouse Hotel in Bend, Oregon. The agenda was amended with additional topics.  Introductions were made.  Present at all or part of the meeting were:

SWCC Members

Doug Krahmer, Chair
 


Charles Boyer



Tim Kerns

Dan Logan, Vice Chair


Tom Bedell



Advisors

John McDonald, Oregon Association of Conservation Districts  (OACD)

Bob Graham, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Ken Bierly, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)

Jane Keppinger, Oregon Conservation Employees Association Network (OCEAN)

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) and Guests

Paul Reed, East Lane SWCD


Bill DeJager, Columbia SWCD

Doni Clair, Baker Valley SWCD

Bill Sigman, Crook Co. SWCD

Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)

Larry Ojua, SWCD Program Manager, Natural Resources Division (NRD)

Heather Rickenbach, Grants Administrative Officer, NRD 

Karla Sanders, SWCD Program Specialist, NRD

Approval of Minutes

The SWCC reviewed the minutes from the January 17, 2006, meeting held in Salem, Oregon.  

Dan Logan moved and Tom Bedell seconded the motion to approve the minutes from the January 17, 2006, SWCC meeting, as written.  The motion passed unanimously. 

SWCD Elections

Heather Rickenbach provided a draft version of the SWCD elections packets that will be sent to all districts for SWCD director elections.  Each section of the election packet was reviewed for clarity and ease-of-use by candidates and districts.  Recommendations were made for content, clarity, and the cover letter.

Larry Ojua informed the SWCC of a meeting with John McDonald, OACD; Jan Coleman, Yamhill County Clerk; and Dee Berman, Crook County Clerk.  Jan and Dee are members of the County Clerks Association.  The meeting was regarding election costs and revisiting the House Bill that would affect SWCD election costs and procedure.  The County Clerks Association supports districts and recognizes the need to mitigate election costs.  

Charlie Boyer, SWCC member arrived at 1:50 p.m.

Progress Reports for 2005-2006 Funding

Heather Rickenbach provided a summary and handouts for the 3rd Quarter Progress Reports.  She discussed the outreach activities, applied conservation practices, other activities, and technical assistance needed.  Gilliam and Polk SWCDs have had an increase in outreach activities during the 3rd quarter.  Wasco County SWCD completed 60 applied conservation practices and Morrow SWCD completed 50 practices over the 3rd quarter.  There are several districts requesting QuickBooks assistance and new employee training.

Additional $175,000 for SWCD Technical Assistance

On January 24, 2006 OWEB approved an allocation of $175,000 for SWCD technical assistance.  Heather Rickenbach reported on the outcome of the additional funds for technical assistance.  ODA offered districts two options for the additional funds.  One option is for districts to receive 100 percent of the additional funds in fiscal year 2006-2007 distributed equally over four quarters.  Option two is for districts to receive 50 percent of the additional funds in the fourth quarter of 2005-2006, and receive the other 50 percent in fiscal year 2006-2007 distributed equally over four quarters.  On March 23, 2006, a notice was sent to all SWCDs asking which option was preferred.  Forty-three districts chose option one and two districts chose option two.  

SWCD Consultations and Assistance   

ODA has been providing ongoing consultation and assistance to SWCDs.  Larry Ojua reported that ODA is still working with Tillamook SWCD regarding litigation and restitution.  Susan Close was found guilty on several charges and is waiting sentencing and restitution charges.  The district was able to negotiate with the Internal Revenue Service to reduce the debt owed.  The next challenges facing the Tillamook SWCD are dealing with the deficits in the insurance and retirement accounts, and unemployment issues.

The Jackson SWCD is considering a tax rate for the General Election in November 2006.  Larry Ojua visited the district to provide assistance and information to the board members and staff regarding the necessary steps to take and needed support for the tax rate ballot measure.  Larry asked districts that have gone through the process to share information and/or insights with the Jackson SWCD regarding the tax rate process.

Douglas SWCD is working on a large public contract for designing a fish passage project, which will involve an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) between the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and the district.

Larry explained that in the 2003 legislative session, House Bill 2278 changed the statute defining SWCDs by amending Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 174.  SWCDs are now considered a “local service district” instead of a “political subdivision of the state government.”  There does not seem to be any significant implications of the new definition.

Karla informed the SWCC that she has been working with several districts regarding personnel policy, personnel issues, executive sessions, and board meeting minutes. 

SWCC Member Reports

Tom Bedell

Polk SWCD has 25 CREP plans currently under development.  The Polk SWCD’s Outdoor School Program is now county-wide and has hired a temporary Education Outreach/School Coordinator to assist with the program.  The Polk SWCD was awarded a Wildlife Habitat Improvement Project (WHIP) grant for an Oak Savanna Restoration project with seven landowners, and is working on 12 OWEB Small Grants.  Polk SWCD’s native plant sale was very successful.  The district has awarded 5 grants to watershed councils in Polk County.  Funds for these grants came from their tax base.

The Benton SWCD’s Budget Committee has met and developed a budget, which will be presented to the district board at the June meeting.  Benton SWCD had questions in regards to fund accounting and tracking.  Benton will be hiring another outreach/education specialist in July to assist with the newly expanding Outreach and Education program.  Benton SWCD is one of the cooperators for the Oregon Solutions Grant from the Governor.  The district held a successful Invasive Species workshop series.  Benton has five Environmental Quality Improvement Project (EQIP) contracts, which are the first EQIP contracts for Benton SWCD. 

Lincoln SWCD has been very active with Japanese Knotweed control.  The district has surveyed and inventoried 679 sites, treated 405 sites one time, and treated 67 sites twice.  The district has 4 current EQIP contracts.  Lincoln SWCD is co-hosting several water quality open houses that will feature total daily maximum loads (TMDLs).  Siuslaw SWCD is losing their district administrator, Eric Nusbaum, to ODA.  The district will be recruiting to fill the position.  Umpqua SWCD is working on several CREP contracts.  East Lane SWCD is backing off the Conservation Security Program (CSP) after the budget cuts to the program.  The district has seven current EQIP contracts.  East Lane SWCD is considering a permanent tax rate ballot measure for the General Election in November 2006. 

Tim Kerns

The largest change facing the Baker Valley Association of Conservation Districts (Baker Valley, Burnt River, Eagle Valley, and Keating SWCDs) is the loss of the districts’ manager, Doni Clair.  Doni will be available to the districts to assist in the completion of two large projects, a fish screen and a pipeline project.  The SWCDs will be recruiting for the district manager position.  Tim has several SWCDs from his area requesting a new public contracting manual with templates and forms for contracting.  Tim reported on issues his districts are having with OWEB’s Small Grant Program.  

Malheur County SWCD is co-hosting a successful series of irrigation water management workshops with NRCS.  The Baker SWCDs are very involved in Juniper control and have treated almost 1,500 acres with the help from an OWEB grant. 

Dan Logan
The Clatsop SWCD is having issues with QuickBooks.  They set up their QuickBooks accounts the way that Dawn Ashpole instructed them to, and then their CPA asked them to change the accounts to another way.  Their CPA is meeting with Clatsop SWCD to help switch their accounts.  Clatsop SWCD is in need for engineering specifications for small farm solutions.  Columbia SWCD is also reporting issues with QuickBooks.  Tillamook SWCD is working on recovering losses from the Close case and is beginning to focus again on their conservation programs.  The district has several projects underway. 

The Yamhill SWCD held their annual native plant sale in February, which was a success.  The Yamhill board meeting location and time has changed.  The district may have an opportunity for a conservation easement and is currently working on several OWEB Small Grants.  The Yamhill SWCD is very involved with the Yamhill County Land Use Committee.  Tualatin SWCD is almost at full staff.  The district hired a new Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) technician.  Kristi Turner has been on maternity leave since March 2006 and will hopefully return soon.  The Tualatin SWCD has hired a new district manager and will be training her for the position.  Tualatin SWCD has established a new pay scale based on the ability of the individual to do the work described in the position description.  
Doug Krahmer

Doug provided a summary of activities for the districts in his area.  Most notably, districts are in a growth mode and operations are expanding.  Building capacity in districts is a large focus.  East Multnomah SWCD is reviewing and updating its policies for operations and personnel.  Marion SWCD is recruiting for two new resource conservationists and is looking for a new office space to purchase.  

The Marion SWCD was involved in a Pesticides Stewardship Project 319 grant that featured the Legacy Pesticides Collection. 16,000 pounds of out-dated pesticides were collected and disposed of with this program from the Mount Angel area in Marion County.  The district is hosting the state Envirothon on May 12, 2006; 24 teams are registered with 83 teachers, and an average of 25 children per class.  

The Clackamas County SWCD is hosting several outreach events and workshops.  The Small Farm Management Workshop series has been well attended.  The Clackamas County and East Multnomah SWCD partnered with ODA to showcase agriculture erosion practices at the Northwest Ag Expo.  The Linn SWCD co-sponsored the South Willamette Valley Farm Tour with 60 people attending.  The Linn SWCD is also acting as lead agency for the Willamette River Channel Maintenance project.  The West Multnomah SWCD has been focusing conservation efforts on Sauvie Island and is sponsoring several workshops targeting wildlife habitat and restoration.

Charles Boyer

Charlie was not able to collect reports from all the districts in his area.  There are concerns with the OWEB Small Grants program and issues getting grants approved.  The Jackson SWCD has finished producing the Rural Living Handbook.  The handbook was produced with funds from the county, a Title III grant, a large private donation, and many hours of donated time.  The Rural Living Handbook is to be used as a working resource that may be copied or used as a template for plans.  The district has distributed over 3,000 copies and requests for more copies are being received.  A second printing is underway.  Charlie brought copies for the commission members and meeting attendees.  

The Jackson SWCD received an OWEB grant for a workshop series that featured confined animal feeding operations (CAFO), water quality issues, and water rights.  Over 19 people are attending and nine people are signed up for the next series.  One of the attendees is a long-time farmer that has been unwilling to work with the district.  After attending the workshops, he is working with the district to apply conservation practices on his farm.  The Jackson SWCD has also produced a 10-minute PowerPoint presentation that highlights district services, staff, board of directors, and district partners.  The presentation is being shared with partners and agencies, and is available to any one who would like to view it.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) Update

Ken Bierly gave a short history of the CREP program.  The program was developed to address riparian conditions, and to target streams with fish listed on the threatened or endangered species list for the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  OWEB is the primary funding entity for the CREP program.  OWEB developed partnerships with OACD and ODA to look at the implementation of CREP and how it can be improved.  ODA and OACD made specific recommendations on how implementation could be improved.  In 2003, a revised agreement was approved between the Sate of Oregon and USDA for the CREP program so that it was no longer tied to streams with ESA listed species.  The CREP program is now eligible on lands with Agriculture Water Quality Management Area Plans.  OWEB is the primary funding agency for CREP and ODA distributes funds for technical assistance.  NRCS, OACD, and ODF provide program technical assistance, and SWCDs deliver technical assistance to landowners and to on-the-ground projects for the CREP program.  Overall, the CREP program is very successful where technical assistance is available.

FSA is conducting a performance audit of CREP in the Klamath basin.  Larry Ojua and Ken Bierly will be going to the Klamath Basin to participate in the review.  The Klamath program review will help define the roles of the partner agencies and prevent future problems.  

Lois Loop provided Larry Ojua a written report to distribute at the SWCC meeting updating the status of the CREP program.  Bob Graham commented on the limited technical assistance available to the CREP program from FSA and NRCS, and the challenges of performing cultural resources assessments.  NRCS had a rule change regarding technical assistance on how and when they are allowed to provide assistance.

SWCC Advisor Reports

OWEB

Ken Bierly informed the SWCC of the OWEB meeting May 16-17, 2006, in Oregon City.  The Oregon State Police, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Department of Water Resources will be attending to report on the Oregon Plan for Salmon Recovery and Measure 66 funds.  The Oregon Plan Advisory Committee will be looking at adopting a policy for research proposals and reviewing applications.  On April 24, 2006, OWEB received 138 grant applications requesting $19 million of which they have only $8 million to fund.  There were several large projects involving animal waste and sediment in streams.

There was a change in OWEB staff; Bev Goodreau is the new Grant Program Specialist and is now in charge of the Small Grant Program.

OWEB has been working with ODA on the fishing disaster.  Commercial fishing has been mostly shut down on the Oregon Coast.  OWEB is proposing a program similar to “Hire a Fisherman” program from the 1980’s to assist the industry, and will be presenting the proposal to the Emergency Board.  Districts and watershed councils could assist the program by identifying and providing a list of possible restoration projects on the coast and in the Klamath Basin. 

OACD

John McDonald reported the OACD Convention Planning Committee met for the first time this year.  The OACD Convention and Annual Meeting will be November 14-16, 2006.  The committee reviewed theme ideas, topics for breakout sessions, award presentations, things that worked last year, and issues to avoid this year.  The largest change from last year is the structure of OACD and the addition of the Board of Districts. 

OACD is holding the first meeting of the Board of Districts on May 6th, following the OACD Executive Board meeting on May 5, 2006.   The Board of Districts will try to accomplish two items, which are to set the Board of Districts up as a policy-making body and to have a legislative voice.  Legislative issues including House Bill (HB) 2909 will also be discussed at the May 6th meeting.  OACD has developed a job description for a staff person to support OACD from the Salem office.  The job description will be presented to the Executive Board at the meeting on May 5th. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is being reviewed and discussed.  Discussions will include the role of districts and how to make the partnership more efficient.

OACD has completed the Personnel Handbook for Conservation District Directors and District Managers.  The handbook was presented statewide at basin meetings along with a presentation from ODA on the Operational Review process.  As a result of having the new tool, many districts are updating their personnel policies and have been calling John McDonald with plenty of questions.

OWEB, OACD, ODA, and Network of Oregon Watersheds Councils Meetings 

Larry Ojua, Ken Bierly, and John McDonald reported that the group has met on several occasions and that the meetings have been very productive.  The conversations have been focused on defining the roles of partners, having common messages, and increasing public awareness of partner functions.  The goal is to increase the level of capacity at the local level in both districts and watershed councils.  The group wants to get the message out that there is a need for state investment in local capacity and conservation efforts, and to support districts and watershed councils in the local communities.  The next step for the group is to develop the message to go to the public, landowners, and legislators for education and support.  The long-term objective is to identify, address, and resolve issues; and to offer assistance, and facilitate communications between the groups.

Public Comment

No public comment was provided.

Change in Agenda

The agenda topic “Follow-up Items from January Meeting” will follow “Welcome and Introductions” in the morning at 8:30 AM.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

Friday, May 5, 2006

Opening Remarks

Doug Krahmer, Chair, called the regular meeting of the Oregon Soil and Water Conservation Commission (SWCC) to order at 8:30 a.m. on May 5, 2006, at the Riverhouse Hotel in Bend, Oregon. Introductions were made.  Present at all or part of the meeting were:

SWCC Members

Doug Krahmer, Chair
 


Charles Boyer



Tim Kerns

Dan Logan, Vice Chair


Tom Bedell



Advisors

John McDonald, Oregon Association of Conservation Districts  (OACD)

Bob Graham, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Tom Makowski, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Ken Bierly, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)

Jane Keppinger, Oregon Conservation Employees Association Network (OCEAN)

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) and Guests

Paul Reed, East Lane SWCD


Barbara Niedermeyer, Jackson SWCD

Doni Clair, Baker Valley SWCD

Bill Sigman, Crook Co. SWCD

Bill DeJager, Columbia SWCD

Liz VanLeeuwen, Linn SWCD

Jeff Rola, Deschutes SWCD


Bob Elder, Lakeview SWCD 

Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)

Ray Jaindl, Administrator, Natural Resources Division (NRD)

Larry Ojua, SWCD Program Manager, NRD

Heather Rickenbach, Grants Administrative Officer, NRD 

Karla Sanders, SWCD Program Specialist, NRD

Follow-up Items from the January SWCC Meeting 

Karla Sanders reported that eight basin meetings had been completed, and ODA had received positive feedback on the concept of the operational reviews.  The Clackamas County, Coos, East Multnomah, Fort Rock-Silver Lake, Gilliam, Lakeview, Polk, Tualatin, West Multnomah, and Yamhill SWCDs volunteered to be the first districts to do reviews.  Doug Krahmer would like the first operational reviews to begin by July 1, 2006.

Karla has been working on the tools for the review process and is making them available on the new SWCD web site as they are completed.  Karla provided a draft version of the “Self-Assessment Worksheet.”  When it finalized, a copy will be sent to all SWCDs.  The Self-Assessment Worksheet is not a test or audit, but rather a way for districts to prepare for the review process and to determine areas that are priority.  The Self-Assessment Worksheet will change and improve as the operational reviews are completed and the process is reviewed.  Good communication and follow-up is essential to make the operational reviews a success.  

John McDonald commented that its important that districts understand that the operational reviews are not a condition of funding, but a way to identify needed assistance.  Bob Graham would like USDA to be included in the process to review the partnership and policies between districts and USDA offices.  Bob referred Danny Burgett to Karla for the USDA contact.  Larry Ojua stated that the desired perception by SWCDs is that OACD and OCEAN support the operational reviews, and ODA does not stand alone in the delivery of the reviews.  Tom Bedell felt that districts that had gone through the operational review process should be given the opportunity to describe their experience to all SWCDs.  Dan Logan recommended that the review topics be split into two categories; items that district must do and items that are capacity building.    

Natural Resources Division (NRD) Update

Ray Jaindl informed the Commission of the staff changes within NRD.  There have been several position shifts and vacant positions within the division in the last few months.  John Byers is filling the new position of Operations and Program Manager and the division is recruiting to fill the new Smoke Management Program Assistant Manager position.  Mack Barrington, Range Specialist; Patti Gentiluomo, Water Quality Specialist; and Tim Stevenson, Water Quality Specialist, all resigned from their positions.  Ken Diebel, Water Quality Specialist, accepted the new position as the ODA Riparian Outreach Specialist, replacing Mack Barrington’s position.  Eric Nusbaum is the south Oregon Water Quality Specialist, taking Tim Stevenson’s position.  Doni Clair is taking Ken Diebel’s position as the Eastern Oregon Water Quality Specialist and Sheila Ault is replacing Patti Gentiluomo as the North Coast/North Willamette Water Quality Specialist.  Katherine Higgs is now the Area II (North Coast/North Willamette) Livestock Water Quality Specialist.  Charlene Troost has accepted the Area I (Tillamook) Livestock Water Quality Specialist position.

The Agriculture Water Quality Program Review Committee has been meeting and has drafted an amendment to the administrative rules for the implementation of the Water Quality Program.  The proposed rules went out for public comment.  The public comment period closes in May 2006.  Several comments were received and are being incorporated into the rule change.  If the changes are substantial, the proposed rule change will be opened to public comment.  ODA is also reviewing the ODF/ODA stewardship agreement process to add producer/landowner incentives, and to make stewardship agreements eligible for OWEB funds.  These rule changes will go to a hearing in May 2006, and the public comment period will close June 2, 2006.  

ODA is working to prepare for the next legislative session that starts in January 2007, by developing budgets, legislative concepts, and proposed option packages.  ODA is always striving to improve its services and programs.  The water quality monitoring in the Water Quality Program is being evaluated for its ability to address water quality issues and to relate agricultural activities to water quality issues.  ODA is working with DEQ on identifying and monitoring ambient water quality sites. 

Capacity Building Strategies and Issues 

ODA has received several inquiries regarding QuickBooks and new staff training needs.  There are several districts that are struggling with a number of QuickBooks issues.  Additionally, many districts have had staff changes and are in need of new employee orientation.  Districts were encouraged to use QuickBooks and OACD provided QuickBooks training to all districts in 2003.  However, the variety of district operations and auditor recommendations created many problems.  ODA does not have the ability to have a QuickBooks specialist on staff and needs to find a way to assist districts.  There are several options to provide assistance that include: having a list of qualified consultants/technical assistance providers that are on contract across the state; hire a district employee to go to the districts in need (similar to a mentoring program); or hire a single technical assistance provider for all SWCDs.  The outcome of the QuickBooks training would be better reporting, accountability, and credibility.  OACD, ODA and OCEAN will discuss funding, feasibility of options, and timelines for QuickBooks technical assistance.  The commission felt that immediate action is needed.

Charlie Boyer moved and Dan Logan seconded the motion that the Commission recommend that ODA assign someone to work with a OACD representative to review the process and determine the best way to address the QuickBooks issue and assist districts to meet their reporting responsibilities to state funding sources.  Doug Krahmer reworded the motion to state that the Commission recommends ODA assign a staff person to work with OACD to determine a potential solution for the QuickBooks administrative problems at the district level.  The motion passed unanimously.

Update and Demonstration on New SWCD Website

Heather gave a short demonstration on the new SWCD website.  The new website features its own front page and navigation bar.  The front page features a district success story, quick links, and current topics.  The navigation bar includes the menu items: contact us, about us, SWCDs in the news, calendar, services, toolbox, SWCC, statutes, partnerships, NRD and WQ Program.  As tools, information and publications are updated and created, they will be posted to the website.  

Watershed Assessments and SWCD Business Plans

John McDonald, Larry Ojua, and Bob Graham gave a presentation on “Strategic Watershed Health Planning.”  John gave a short history on conservation districts and the importance of good business plans. When developing their business plans, districts should consider local resource concerns, the goals they want the plan to accomplish, the cost to implement the plan, and source of funds.  A good business plan can be used as a tool for public relations, internal operations and annual planning, decision makers and legislators, and fund leveraging.  When the concepts of watershed assessments and watershed profiling were developed, they fit very well with the business plans.  This led to NRCS, OACD, and ODA working together to develop “Strategic Watershed Health Planning.”

Bob Graham and Tom Makowski, NRCS Leader for Watershed Planning, gave a PowerPoint presentation and provided handouts.  Bob explained what is in a Watershed Resource Profile and the Rapid Watershed Assessment, and how they can be used as tools.  The “Watershed Resource Profiles” are a descriptive set of data that portrays significant natural resource features of the watershed.  The “Rapid Subbasin Assessment” is a list of resource conditions on private lands, and quantifies the total resource needs.  It also estimates the qualitative effects of recommended on-farm conservation practices and Resource Management Systems (RMS), and identifies programs that may assist landowners and operators with implementation of practices.  This level of watershed health planning involves many aspects including locally-led precision conservation, SWCD business planning, using the watershed health index, having an investment board, and offering market-based incentives.  

NRCS is moving forward with the “Strategic Watershed Health Planning” project and is looking for input on how to get SWCD cooperation and feedback.  The next step for NRCS is to look for areas that are in need of help, and to get the soil surveys completed.

SWCC Advisor Reports - Continued

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Bob Graham reported that NRCS has had several staff changes.  Ron Alvarado has moved to New York to be the New York State Conservationist.  Diane Guidry is now the Branch Chief of the State and Field Communications in Washington D.C., and Danny Burgett is the Assistant State Conservationist for Operations in Oregon.  Meta Loftsgaarden is now the Acting Leader for Field Operations.  NRCS is working to complete prior year contracts and is focusing on implementing on-the-ground practices.  Bob gave a short presentation on the history of the NRCS budget and budget trends.  NRCS will be facing budget cuts in 2007.  

Oregon Conservation Employees Association Network (OCEAN)

Jane Keppinger reported that since the OACD Convention last year, OCEAN has strengthened its relationship with OACD.  OCEAN is working to support OACD’s organization and activities.  Jennifer Clark, from Wasco SWCD, has volunteered to survey the districts regarding OCEAN goals and direction.  OCEAN is working to determine their role in supporting OACD and ODA, and maintaining a positive approach for SWCDs and watershed councils.  OCEAN is also participating on the OACD Convention Planning Committee.

Larry Ojua thanked Jane and OCEAN for their efforts and support to SWCDs.  ODA appreciates the services and networking OCEAN provides and has pledged to support OCEAN in their goal to increase district capacity. 

Public Comment

Paul Reed requested the SWCC and ODA perform a careful analysis of the department’s expectations for performance of SWCDs, and to analyze the available resources to SWCDs to accomplish those expectations.

Next SWCC Meeting Date

The next meeting is scheduled for August 16, from 1 to 5 p.m., and August 17, from 8 a.m. to noon, in Wilsonville, Oregon, with the possibility of including a tour of district projects.

The meeting was adjourned at noon.

Respectfully submitted,

Heather Rickenbach
Grants Administrative Officer

Natural Resource Division

Oregon Department of Agriculture
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