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OREGON SOIL AND WATER

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

August 16-17, 2006

Red Lion Hotel

3500 NE Cornell Road, Hillsboro, OR 97124

Wednesday, August 16, 2006

Opening Remarks

Doug Krahmer, Chair, called the regular meeting of the Oregon Soil and Water Conservation Commission (SWCC) to order at 12:40 p.m. on August 16, 2006, at the Red Lion Hotel in Hillsboro, Oregon.  Introductions were made.  The agenda was amended to include discussion on the Oregon Department of Agriculture budget proposals.  Present at all or part of the meeting were:

SWCC Members

Doug Krahmer, Chair
 


Charles Boyer



Pat Geer

Dan Logan, Vice Chair


Tom Bedell



Advisors

John McDonald, Oregon Association of Conservation Districts (OACD)

Danny Burgett, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Ken Bierly, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)

Jane Keppinger, Oregon Conservation Employees Association Network (OCEAN)

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) and Guests

Julie Twelhues, Monument SWCD

David Wester, Administrator, OACD



Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)

Ray Jaindl, Administrator, Natural Resources Division (NRD)

Larry Ojua, SWCD Program Manager, NRD

Heather Rickenbach, Grants Administrative Officer, NRD 

Karla Sanders, SWCD Program Specialist, NRD

Approval of Minutes

The SWCC reviewed the minutes from the May 4 - 5, 2006, meeting held in Bend, Oregon.  

Tom Bedell moved and Dan Logan seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written from the May 4 -5, 2006, SWCC meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Election of SWCC Officers

Nominations for SWCC officers were opened.  Tom Bedell moved and Pat Geer seconded the motion to retain Doug Krahmer as Chair and Dan Logan as Vice-Chair.  The motion passed unanimously.
SWCC Member Reports

Pat Geer

Several Wheeler SWCD employees have shifted positions to accommodate engineering and management needs.  Many districts in the area are having issues with the permitting process and BPA funding cuts for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) positions.  

Harney SWCD was in the national news highlighting the numerous culverts being replaced with fish passages.  Harney SWCD is also working on several large projects including the High Desert Partnership.  Grant SWCD was recognized by the US Department of Interior for their cooperative conservation efforts.  The district is working on several restoration projects that include funds from OWEB, Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), Confederated Tribes, and two Title II grants.  Ken Delano, Grant SWCD District Manager, has offered to host a SWCC meeting and tour in the John Day area.  Morrow SWCD purchased an office building in July.  The building is being repaired and is almost ready to move into.  The district is working on several Contribution Agreements with NRCS.  Gilliam County SWCD has a new office administrator, Thirza Kilgore.

Tom Bedell

Benton SWCD has three open director positions on the November 2006 General Election ballot.  There are candidates for all three positions.  The Benton, Lincoln, and Siuslaw SWCDs have partnered to apply for funds from the Displaced Fisher Program and will use Benton’s SWCD Fish Passage Barrier staff person to administer the funds.  Benton SWCD has hired a new outreach personnel.   

The East Lane SWCD is preparing to place a permanent tax rate measure on the November 2006 General Election ballot.  The East Lane and Lincoln SWCDs have been very active with Japanese Knotweed inventory and control.  The McKenzie Watershed has been nominated to be eligible for the 2007 Conservation Security Program (CSP).  The Lincoln SWCD is working on approving several conservation plans.

Douglas SWCD submitted five grant applications for Title II funds to the Roseburg Resource Advisory Council; all five were funded.  The district is applying for several more grants from the Rogue-Umpqua Resource Advisory Council.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service mentioned that the Douglas SWCD has the most successful Private Lands Stewardship program in Oregon.  Douglas SWCD was awarded the only project in Oregon out of five submitted for the program. 

The Polk SWCD’s Outdoor School Program is ongoing and has had an increase in activity.  The district is looking for more presenters for the Outdoor School Program.  Polk SWCD is holding its annual meeting on August 24, 2006, at the Polk County Fairgrounds.

Natural Resources Division (NRD) Update

Ray Jaindl informed the SWCC of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) delisting of Coastal Coho Salmon.  The state has identified key interests for Coastal Coho Salmon including enhancing off-channel streams and voluntary riparian improvements.  ODA is working with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) to develop a private lands initiative that would identify landowners that want to participate in the program.  To accommodate the efforts, ODA is recruiting to hire a statewide Water Quality Specialist that would work specifically with the Coastal Coho project.  This new position will also assist with the Hire a Fisher Program and will be working with SWCDs to identify and develop projects for the Hire a Fisher Program.  

Ken Bierly commented that the salmon commercial fishing has been shut down.  The goals and focus of the Hire a Fisher Program are both for forested and non-forested lands, and for private landowners. The program will also fund the research and collection of fish DNA samples to get a better understanding of the fish.  One goal of the Hire a Fisher Program is to develop a sustainable salmon population and to prevent future fishing disasters.

Ray Jaindl informed the SWCC of the Board of Agriculture (BOA) meeting on November 6-7, 2006.  Topics to be presented to the BOA will include: changes to the administrative rules for the implementation of the Agriculture Water Quality Management Program, and rule changes on the ODF/ODA stewardship agreement.


ODA is preparing for the next legislative session that starts in January 2007 by developing budgets, legislative concepts, and proposed option packages.  ODA is working with the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to draft a proposal for agriculture air quality.  The proposal will include exemptions for certain agriculture activities.  DEQ plans to present the proposal to the Legislature for consideration next year. 

Ray Jaindl and Larry Ojua updated the SWCC of the staff changes within NRD.  Joseph Hayes is the new Geographic Information System (GIS) Intern and is working on creating and updating SWCD boundary and zone maps.  Nick Chambers accepted the Smoke Management Coordinator position and is working with John Byers to administer the Smoke Program.

SWCC Member Reports - Continued
Charles Boyer

Southwest Oregon is losing a rendering factory.  This is having major regional impacts on agricultural activities.  Jackson and Josephine SWCDs are working together to help resolve the issue.  Several local farms are closing as a result of the rendering factory shutting down.  Many districts in the area are having issues with the Small Grants program and with getting grants approved. 

The Jackson SWCD is in the process of drafting a permanent tax rate measure for the November 2006 General Election ballot.  The district has learned and grown from going through the process.  The Jackson County Commissioners are working with the district and are in support of the tax measure.

Doug Krahmer

Doug provided a summary of activities for the districts in his area.  The Clackamas County SWCD is working with the Oregon Science and Technology Partnership to develop and host an Agriculture Innovations Conference. The conference will feature local farms and nurseries displaying innovative practices and products.  East Multnomah SWCD is going through a growth stage as they are developing policies, budgets, and work plans for their new permanent tax rate.  The Linn SWCD gave a presentation on vegetative waterways to the Calapooia Watershed Council that was well attended.  

The Marion SWCD is working with 15 landowners on the Landowner Assistance Program.  Marion SWCD is working with the county to set up a weed board.  Diane Cheyne, Education and Outreach Coordinator, represented the district at the Canon Environthon in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  Diane is resigning from the Marion SWCD.  The Marion SWCD has five of seven board positions eligible to be on the November 2006 General Election ballot.  Directors are working to make sure there are candidates for each position.

Follow-up and Items of Old Business

Larry Ojua discussed the QuickBooks issues districts are having.  John McDonald and Larry explained the options that may be available to the districts.  OACD is planning to have QuickBooks training available at the 2006 OACD Annual Meeting and Convention.  One option for QuickBooks assistance is for ODA to pledge funds to provide a yearly statewide training.  The difficulty of hiring a QuickBooks consultant is that there are many different methods districts use for bookkeeping.  Jane Keppinger commented that there is a need for consistency and standardization of QuickBooks.

SWCC Advisor Reports

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)

Ken Bierly informed the SWCC of the OWEB meeting September 19-20, 2006, in Bend, Oregon.  The Board will be awarding grants for several projects.  Projects include the removal of several large fish barriers and installing off-stream watering facilities.  OWEB released an announcement for applications for the Local Innovative Funds, which solicited special grants that connect community economics and environmental restoration.  Curry SWCD and South Coast Watershed Council jointly applied for funding for a cranberry operation that will benefit the operation and improve water quality.

OWEB will be releasing a draft for public distribution for the Coastal Coho Recovery Plan in September 2006.  The areas the plan will affect are the Umpqua basin, and the coastal basins from the Sixes River and north.  The goal is to have the final plan adopted by January 2007.

OWEB has heavily invested in the watershed council–district cooperative effort.  John McDonald, OACD, and John Moriarty, Network of Oregon Watershed Councils, had the opportunity to meet with the Senate Natural Resource Committee.  The meeting focused on the need for local capacity and resources available to local watershed councils and districts.  The presentation made by John McDonald and John Moriarty was well received.

SWCDs are eligible to apply for grants for the Fishing Disaster project.  Information and forms regarding the grants can be downloaded from the OWEB website.  Coastal districts are especially encouraged to apply for these funds.  The grant applications are reviewed on a weekly basis.  Questions regarding the Fishing Disaster project should be directed to Ken Bierly.

OWEB in conjunction with Oregon State University Sea Grant is accepting research grant pre-proposals through September 22, 2006.  The proposals are to address the Oregon Plan Research Priorities and may also address the research priorities developed in the draft Oregon Coastal Coho Recovery Plan. Information regarding the watershed research project is on the OWEB website.

OWEB has released a publication on the Small Grants program.  The publication highlights the purpose and expectations of the Small Grants program, and how the goals are being met.  One purpose of the Small Grants program is to assist landowners to meet the Agriculture Water Quality Management Program requirements.

Oregon Association of Conservation Districts (OACD)

John McDonald announced that OACD has hired David Wester as their new administrator.  David will be working out of the Salem office.  John is working with David to develop an annual work plan.  John and David are also working on a NRCS Contribution Agreement to set up training processes.  The goal is for OACD to provide ongoing training opportunities statewide to benefit district and NRCS employees.  The OACD newsletters are back online with the return of Kristi Turner.  OACD will be updating the district fact sheets this year.  OACD is working on several projects including completing the final report for the Conservation Easement trainings, designing software for SWCD project reporting, and ongoing consultations with districts on several issues.

John McDonald reported that the OACD Convention Planning Committee has drafted an agenda to present to the OACD Board.  The OACD Convention and Annual Meeting will be November 14-16, 2006.  The Oregon Conservation Partnership Awards handbook has been distributed and is posted on the OACD and ODA websites.  The awards process has a few changes and a new category has been added to the Cooperator of the Year award.  The goal is to have more nominees and participation this year.

OACD is holding their board meeting following the Commission meeting, August 17-18, 2006.  John Moriarty and John McDonald will make a presentation on the coordination efforts between SWCDs and watershed councils.  The reorganization of OACD will be a major topic.  The reorganization discussion will include the structure of the OACD Executive Board and the OACD Board of Districts.  

Computer security has become an issue since the USDA released new rules regarding NRCS computer and building access.  USDA is requiring anyone using the system to have a background check and full security clearance.  There have been ongoing discussions regarding SWCDs having access to NRCS computers and buildings.  The new rules are driven by Homeland Security Administration requirements.

The National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) is going through the process of reorganization.  One of the major questions being discussed is the purpose and desired outcome of the regional meetings.  Topics under examination include travel time, scheduling, and expenses.  NACD will be hosting a statewide conference call within the next two weeks to discuss several topics.  Among the topics will be the direction of the Western Coalition, regional meetings, and future quotas for NACD.

There have been discussions regarding water quality trading involving several cities, counties, SWCDs and OACD.  Nationwide, there has been an increase in the interest for water quality trading, and several speakers at conferences and news articles have been presented on the topic.  There are several concerns around the concept and value of water quality trading, the long term affects on water quality, and the effectiveness of conservation practices.

 Public Comment

No public comment was provided.

Local Report from the Tualatin SWCD

Autumn Bryant and Kevin Fenn gave a presentation on Tualatin SWCD projects and funding sources.  Autumn and Kevin explained that the Enhanced Conservation Reserve Program (E-CREP) and Vegetated Buffer Areas for Conservation and Commerce (VEGBACC) offer basically the same benefits to landowners including conservation plans, planting maintenance, water rights and conservation easement options, drain tile replacements, and tax benefits.  The difference between the two programs is that E-CREP uses federal funds and offers landowners greater financial incentives.  VEGBACC offers fewer benefits to landowners; however, it allows for more flexibility and control to the landowner.  The district works with several partners including Clean Water Services, Washington County Farm Service Agency, OWEB, Oregon Water Trust, Oregon Water Resources Department, NRCS, and Oregon Department of Forestry.  

Tualatin SWCD Tour

Autumn Bryant and Kevin Fenn took the SWCC and guests on a tour of a property that had a riparian buffer project installed with E-CREP funds.  A handout with before and after pictures was provided.  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.

A barbeque dinner was hosted by Dan Logan at his residence later that evening.

Thursday, August 17, 2006

Opening Remarks

Doug Krahmer, Chair, called the regular meeting of the Oregon Soil and Water Conservation Commission (SWCC) to order at 8:00 a.m. on August 17, 2006, at the Red Lion Hotel in Hillsboro, Oregon. Introductions were made.  Present at all or part of the meeting were:

SWCC Members

Doug Krahmer, Chair
 


Charles Boyer



Pat Geer

Dan Logan, Vice Chair


Tom Bedell



Advisors

John McDonald, Oregon Association of Conservation Districts  (OACD)

Bob Graham, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Mike Barsotti, Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)

Ken Bierly, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)

Jane Keppinger, Oregon Conservation Employees Association Network (OCEAN)

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) and Guests

John Moriarty, Network of Oregon Watershed Councils

David Wester, OACD



Paul Reed, East Lane SWCD


 

Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)

Larry Ojua, SWCD Program Manager, NRD

Heather Rickenbach, Grants Administrative Officer, NRD 

Karla Sanders, SWCD Program Specialist, NRD

Progress Reports for 2005-2006 Funding

Heather Rickenbach provided a summary and handouts for the 4th Quarterly Progress Reports.  She discussed the outreach activities, applied conservation practices, other activities, and technical assistance needs that districts reported.  East Lane SWCD conducted 59 site visits, Jackson SWCD held 10 workshops with 190 participants, and Wasco County SWCD had 275 people on four conservation tours.  Coos County SWCD completed 25 applied conservation practices and Morrow SWCD completed 76 practices over the 4th quarter.  Columbia SWCD held their first countywide Earth Day event, planting over 100 trees and shrubs.  QuickBooks assistance and new employee training are the most common issues identified.  Jane Keppinger asked if there was a trend in the type of assistance districts are requesting over the quarters.  There is a core of issues that districts face, however, over the years, assistance has been requested when issues arise, such as conservation easements, permanent tax rates, and changes in public contracting law. 

2006-2007 Grant Applications and Scopes of Work

Heather Rickenbach provided handouts summarizing the grant applications and the projected budget for the technical assistance (TA), local management agency (LMA), and administrative funds.  The total amount to be distributed to SWCDs for the TA, LMA, and administrative grants is $1,955,736.50.

Heather Rickenbach reported that all districts except four had submitted the grant applications on time.  The Curry County, Douglas, Josephine, and Wallowa SWCDs are requesting deadline extensions from the Commission.  Tom Bedell moved and Charlie Boyer seconded the motion to approve the Curry County, Douglas, Josephine, and Wallowa SWCDs extensions to the deadline. The motion passed unanimously.
Larry Ojua discussed the possibility of setting aside a portion of the funds to provide technical assistance to districts.  Assistance could include hosting statewide training or purchasing manuals and Oregon Attorney General publications.  Discussion of this topic should occur in the spring before the budget for the next biennium is approved to allocate funds towards this purpose.  OWEB and ODA will work together to develop the budget for the next biennium.  Larry asked the SWCC to set up a subcommittee to develop a plan and budget for technical assistance to districts.  Dan Logan, Doug Krahmer, Tom Bedell, and Charlie Boyer will be on the subcommittee.

SWCD Director Elections Update

Heather Rickenbach provided a handout on the director positions eligible to be on the November 2006 General Election ballot.  There are a total of 291 positions, of which 160 are to be on the 2006 ballot.  Of the 160 positions, 109 are zone positions and 51 are at large positions.  Monument SWCD will have all of their director positions (five) on the ballot.

Larry Ojua talked about meeting with the County Clerks Association to discuss costs associated with elections, and minimizing the number of write-in candidates on the ballot.  ODA is encouraging their staff to refer possible candidates to the local SWCD.  OACD will write an e-mail encouraging SWCDs to solicit interested candidates to run for election.  The SWCC discussed the importance of doing public outreach to increase interest in districts, and having candidates for each position on the ballot.

SWCC Advisor Reports - Continued
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Bob Graham provided handouts summarizing Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) and Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) contracts and obligations, and resource concerns treated in fiscal year 2006.    

Bob provided a fact sheet that explained the reasons and process for the background investigation being required by USDA.  The intent is to prevent harm to computer systems or files by any individual.  The information in the computer systems and office files contains sensitive information that needs to be protected.  Bob offered his apologies for any inconvenience and delays this process has caused.  Bob expressed his appreciation to OACD for their assistance in getting districts to comply with the background investigations.  NRCS is looking for funds to assist districts to pay for the background investigations and credit checks.  The USDA Human Resource office accepts and processes the applications for the background investigations.

NRCS is working to reduce overhead costs and the costs associated with maintaining the fleet of vehicles.  The number of vehicles, personnel, offices, and office operations are being analyzed.  Currently, Oregon NRCS is over the limit for vehicles and has a freeze on purchasing any new vehicles.  NRCS will be selling older vehicles to comply.  This may impact districts that share offices and vehicles with NRCS.  

National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD)

John McDonald, Larry Ojua, and Doug Krahmer commented on NACD activities, the 2007 Farm Bill, the Summer 2006 National Board Meeting, and Western Coalition issues.  A cooperative Conservation Partnership meeting will be held in November in Nashville, Tennessee.

Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)
Mike Barsotti announced that Paul Bell has been promoted to oversee the ODF Fire Program.  ODF will be interviewing candidates next week to fill his position.  Mike informed the SWCC that wildfires have been relatively small and damage to private property has been minimal.

ODF is working to improve regulation on forested lands and keep landowner incentives to meet the overall goals.  There are three main issues for regulation that are under discussion to properly define landowner responsibility.  These include: 1) increasing tree diameter in riparian areas to increase habitat in conjunction with determining key areas for salmon spawning grounds; 2) reevaluating the categorization of streams by using man-made barrier and natural barrier factors; and 3) increasing trees in clear-cut areas over ten acres that pose risk of landslides into streams.  

ODF is working to restructure the Forest Resource Trust program as a loan program and is developing a cost share practice program to include CO2 management.  ODF is developing a spatial analysis program to include a multilayer of data in a GIS format.  The spatial analysis will be used as an analytical tool to evaluate forestlands and to prioritize issues.  The spatial analysis will include economic, social, and environmental values.  The results can be found on the website at: http://www.odf.state.or.us/GIS/sap.shtml.

Oregon Conservation Employees Association Network (OCEAN)

Jane Keppinger participated in the July 24, 2006, National Conservation District Employees Association (NCDEA) teleconference.  The Pacific region was emphasized since the new hire of a Pacific representative, Carolyn Kelly. There were approximately 25 states represented.  Topics included NCDEA partnerships, mission and vision, the awards program, and training opportunities.  Oregon was listed as having a good example of partnerships between agencies and landowners.  There will be a leadership conference in Nashville, Tennessee in November.  Jane commented that the issues districts are having in Oregon are common nationwide.

OCEAN worked with ODA to provide the Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI) Wage and Hour Laws Handbooks to SWCDs at a discounted price.  24 SWCDs requested a copy of the handbook.  Jane thanked ODA for purchasing the handbook, and expressed the importance of districts having the needed resources on hand.

OCEAN will be holding their annual meeting at the OACD Annual Meeting and Convention.  Jennifer Clark, from Wasco SWCD, drafted a work plan for OCEAN by surveying SWCDs for target areas and issues.  OCEAN will review the draft work plan at the annual meeting.  

Update from OACD and Network of Oregon Watersheds Councils  

John Moriarty, Statewide Coordinator for the Network of Oregon Watershed Councils, and John McDonald gave a presentation on the testimonies given to the Senate Interim Committee on Natural Resources and Alternative Energy.  The testimonies focused on the need for state investment in local capacity and conservation efforts, and to support both districts and watershed councils in local communities.  John Moriarty explained the importance of defining the roles of partners, having common messages, and increasing public awareness of partner functions.  In order for districts and watershed councils to be successful, a strategy needs to be developed to get the message out and increase public awareness.  

John McDonald gave a brief history of how the conversations between ODA, OACD, OWEB and the Network of Oregon Watershed Councils began.  The overall goal is to increase the cooperation between districts and watershed councils and to strengthen local capacity, leadership, resources, and funding. 

The Commission discussed the direction and the perception of watershed councils and districts.  John McDonald and John Moriarty explained the importance of having positive community perception and the value of having both entities. 

SWCD Capacity Building and ODA Website Update    

Karla Sanders provided usage statistics on the SWCD website from the week of July 24 – 30, 2006.   The SWCD Directory was downloaded 125 times and the SWCD homepage was visited 175 times with an average viewing time of two minutes and thirty seconds.  ODA has ordered another report for the website that will include more statistics.  

Karla asked the SWCC to report any feedback on the website from districts that might be useful.  ODA is still working on improving the layout and content of the website.  ODA is in need of district success stories to post on the website.  Each time examples, tools, templates, and updates are added to the website ODA will send an email to everyone@oacd.org to notify districts.

ODA has been providing ongoing consultation and assistance to SWCDs.  The Jackson, East Lane, Clackamas County, West Multnomah, Sherman County, and Illinois Valley SWCDs are considering placing a tax rate measures on the November 2006, General Election ballot.  Larry Ojua has been providing assistance to these districts on ballot measure language, rules relating to campaigning, costs, and partnerships for the tax rate measures.

OWEB, NRCS, Farm Service Agency (FSA), and ODA are evaluating the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and the issues regarding implementation.  Mike Powers participated in a tour and several meetings to look at the statewide effectiveness of CREP.

ODA has been providing ongoing consultation and assistance to SWCDs regarding personnel issues, policies, and board resolutions.  Larry Ojua reported that ODA is still working with Tillamook County SWCD regarding PERS and health insurance premium issues.  Ray Monroe deserves much credit for keeping the district together and working through the lawsuit and financial problems. 

SWCD Operational Reviews Update

Karla Sanders provided copies of the final draft of the “Self-Assessment Worksheet.”  The worksheet will be split into sections and posted on the SWCD website as fillable forms that can be downloaded, completed, and submitted by e-mail.  Four districts have completed the worksheet and provided Karla with input.  Karla presented a copy of the review schedule; twelve districts are scheduled for reviews.  Karla and Larry have visited the West Multnomah, Tualatin, and Coos SWCDs and will begin the next steps of the review process.  The most critical part of the review process is working through and addressing the questions on the “Self-Assessment Worksheet” with the district employees and directors.  The time commitment for those participating is approximately two to twelve hours to complete the “Self-Assessment Worksheet,” six to eight hours to complete the interview, and about one hour to discuss the outcome of the review at a board meeting.  Karla has found the conversations she is having with districts are very informative and enlightening for district staff and directors, and for ODA.

John McDonald commented that district partners would be an important party to include in the review process when and where appropriate.

SWCC Work Plan and Priorities

Larry Ojua asked the Commission to begin thinking about developing a work plan, goals, and priorities for the next two years.  The Commission will look at the accomplishments and direction of the Commission from the last two years and will brainstorm for ideas for the next two years.  The Commission will set aside four hours for a work session at its next meeting November 2, 2006.

Public Comment

Paul Reed requested that the SWCC and ODA consider changing the statutes regarding SWCD director land management requirements to increase the pool of director candidates, and the Agricultural Water Quality Management Program planning process to include more agricultural activities.  The SWCC will look at these ideas during the next work session.

Next SWCC Meeting Date

The next meeting is scheduled for November 2, 2006, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Willamette Valley.  The location will be announced later this fall.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Heather Rickenbach
Grants Administrative Officer

Natural Resource Division

Oregon Department of Agriculture
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