Review Planned for local/management area name Agricultural Plan and Rules

A committee of local agricultural producers and other concerned citizens will meet on (X date) to review an agricultural water quality plan and rules for Curry County adopted two years ago by the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA).

The need for the plan and rules came from the Agricultural Water Quality Management Act, Oregon agriculture’s response to the federal Clean Water Act of 1972.  Adopted in 1993, the Act allows local citizenry to assist ODA in developing Area Plans that reflect each region’s unique agricultural water quality issues.

The committee began its work in 2000 and worked with the Oregon Department of Agriculture and Curry Soil and Water Conservation District to complete the plan and rules in May 2004.  

“The committee worked hard to craft a plan and rules to address agricultural issues that affect water quality,” says Walt Schroeder, the local advisory committee chair.  

The plan provides ideas for local landowners on practices that protect and improve water quality.  Many landowners in the area have used these practices for years, and the plan is one way to distribute those suggestions to a wider audience.

“Curry County landowners have made tremendous contributions to water quality and natural resources in recent years,” says (SWCD person).  “Landowners are restoring streamside vegetation, using rotational grazing systems, eliminating noxious weeds, and many other beneficial projects.”

In addition to the options in the plan, there are rules that provide a regulatory backstop if an operation is negatively affecting water quality.  According to Stephanie Page with ODA, the department has not received any complaints of rule violations in Curry County.  

“I think the accomplishments over the past two years show that local farmers and growers are proactively, voluntarily protecting water quality on their land,” Page says.  “One of our tasks at the biennial review meeting will be to celebrate the voluntary accomplishments that protect water quality.  We will also discuss opportunities, goals, and needs for the next two years.”

The focus of the Agricultural Water Quality Program statewide is on educating the public and making sure technical and financial resources are available to landowners who want to proactively implement water quality improvement practices, Page adds.

The meeting will be at X location at X time in X city.  For more information about the meeting, contact SWCD person at phone number.
