COMMITTEE TO REVIEW AGRICULTURAL WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT ACTIVITES AT UPCOMING MEETING

While working with the Oregon Department of Agriculture to develop an agricultural water quality plan and rules for the McKenzie, Middle Fork, and Coast Fork Willamette Rivers, Alan Petersen and other advisory committee members wanted to encourage landowners to keep water as clean when it leaves their property as it is when it enters.  Petersen and his son, Andy, are a good example of this philosophy as they continue to implement water quality improvement practices on their cattle operation along Camp Creek, a McKenzie River tributary.  They are one of many good examples the advisory committee will celebrate when it meets this month to conduct a two-year review of the plan and rules.

“I think most people out there want to do the right thing, and many people have been doing good things for many years,” Petersen says.  “The plan and rules, and some of the local programs, encouraged some more people to do a few more things.”  

One of the Petersens’ recent projects is a good example.  They have planted streamside vegetation along Camp Creek and built fence to exclude livestock with assistance from local agencies and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, which funds streamside improvement projects on agricultural lands.

"We've been wanting to do this for a while," Alan Petersen explains, motioning to the streamside project.  "Then we found a program that offered the funding to do it."  Andy adds,  "It's worked out well and we believe it's the right thing to do.  We want to be good stewards."

The Petersens worked with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the East Lane Soil and Water Conservation District to complete their projects.  Both agencies have been working with landowners throughout the area to improve natural resources and meet the goals of the agricultural water quality plan.

“We’ve had a lot of interest in conservation projects such as streamside fencing, off-stream livestock watering, and control of invasive weeds that harm streamside areas,” explains Dave Downing, a conservation technician with the East Lane SWCD.  “People really want to be proactive in protecting water quality and are seeing improvements to their agricultural operations as well.”  

Complaint investigation statistics suggest that the majority of landowners in the area are proactively making water quality improvements on their lands.  Since the plan and rules were adopted, the Oregon Department of Agriculture has received only five complaints in the region about possible rule violations.  The department has the authority to investigate complaints, and if necessary, take enforcement action about a water quality problem.  But even problems are usually solved voluntarily, according to department staff Mike Powers.   

“Once we notify a landowner about a water quality problem, they usually correct it voluntarily,” Powers says.  

With so many accomplishments on the ground and few problems, the main focus of the review meeting will be to celebrate the accomplishments and partnership between landowners, local agencies and groups, and the department.

“I’m looking forward to hearing about all of the great projects going on in the area,” says Petersen.

The two-year review meeting will be at the Thurston Grange in Springfield on Tuesday, October 5 at 7 pm.  For directions or a meeting agenda, contact Dave Downing with the East Lane Soil and Water Conservation District at (541) 465-6443 ext. 110.  

