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OREGON STATE BOARD OF FORESTRY
July 28, 2006 Meeting Minutes


In accordance with the provisions of ORS 526.016, a meeting of the Oregon Board of Forestry was held at the Best Western Sunridge Inn, One Sunridge Lane, Baker City, Oregon.

Chair Hobbs called the public meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

Board Members Present:

 

Steve Hobbs, Chair
Larry Giustina
Chris Heffernan
Diane Snyder

Barbara Craig 
Jennifer Phillippi
Bill Hutchison

Others Present:

Lyle Defrees, Eastern Oregon Forest Protection Association

Mike Dykzeul, Oregon Forest Industries Council

Eric Geyer, Roseburg Forest Products

Jake Gibbs, Lone Rock Timber

Wayne Giesy

Randall Guyer, Oregon Small Woodlands Association

Carmellita Holland

David Ivanoff, Hampton

Chris Jarmer, Oregon Forest Industries Council

Irene Jerome, Jerome Natural Resource Consultants

Tim Josi, Forest Trust Land Advisory Committee

Koto Kishida, Department of Environmental Quality

Greg Miller, Weyerhaeuser

Gary Springer, Starker Forests

Rex Storm, Associated Oregon Loggers

Marvin Brown, State Forester 
Clark Seely, Associate State Forester

Gayle Birch, Board Support 
Pam Stroebel-Valencia

Jim Paul, ASF Forest Mgt.
Marti Graham

Lisa DeBruyckere
Ted Lorensen, ASF Resources

Jeff Brandt
Paul Bell

Barbara Lee
Brad Knotts

Paul Ries
Mike Cafferata

Dan Postrel, Agency Affairs
Jason Hinkle

Arlene Whalen
David Morman

Bill Lafferty, Fire Protection 
Kevin Birch

John Buckman, NEO District
Joe Misek


Gary Lettman

Consent Agenda

A.
MINUTES –JUNE 7, 2006 BOARD WORKSHOP

Approved by consent.


The minutes of the June 7, 2006 Board Workshop are approved.

B.
RIPARIAN FUNCTION & STREAM TEMPERATURE EFFECTIVENESS MONITORING STUDY


Informational item.

Action and Information Agenda

1.
STATE FORESTER AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

State Forester Marvin Brown called upon Ted Lorensen, Assistant State Forester for follow-up comments related to the previous day's field tour focused on federal forestland management and stewardship contracts in eastern Oregon.  

Diane Snyder identified the issue of bonding and workforce capacity for small contractors.  She urged the Department explore leveraging resources among the agencies for community benefit.

1A.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Wayne Giesy commented the revenue generated by the harvest of timber from federal and state forestlands were vital to the economies of rural Oregon (Attachment 1).


Rex Storm, Associated Oregon Loggers encouraged the Board to participate in federal forest policymaking, noting the next twenty-four months were critical to the industry and its infrastructure in northeast Oregon.  Mr. Storm identified a number of areas in which he encouraged the Board's involvement (Attachment 2).  Responding to Chair Hobbs' question of effectively influencing federal forest policy, Mr. Storm urged the Board to comment directly to the Regional Forester, Linda Goodman.


Irene Jerome, Jerome Natural Resource Consultants gave a PowerPoint presentation prepared by the American Forest Resource Council illustrating the loss of the wood products infrastructure due to insufficient raw material from federal forestlands (Attachment 3).  Also responding to Chair Hobbs' question, Ms. Jerome urged the Board to publicly support timber harvest from national forests.


Diane Snyder, Jennifer Phillippi described community benefits from federal forestland harvests.  Barbara Craig urged the development of a Board Policy Statement, encompassing the elements of the Forest Vitality work plan.


Chair Hobbs and Marvin Brown suggested a letter be drafted to Linda Goodman, Region 6 Forester, thanking her for her participation on the tour and identifying issues of importance to the Board [loss of infrastructure, dbh limitation, implementation of Endangered Species Act policy at multiple levels, landscape approach].  Staff will develop such a policy statement, and suggest effective and appropriate venues for transmittal.


Noting that federal solutions would not be developed quickly, Bill Hutchison cautioned the Board not to dilute its focus away from state and private forestlands, and to take a disciplined approach to problem solving.


Chris Heffernan noted that state forests only encompassed 2% of the forestland base and urged the Board's continued involvement in federal forest policy.

2.
2007-09 AGENCY REQUEST BIENNIAL BUDGET - APPROVAL

Clark Seely, Associate State Forester, joined by Marti Graham, Business Services Program Director, reviewed the Department's Agency Request Budget for 2007-09 (Attachment 4).  Mr. Seely provided a brief background of budget development, described the essential budget level and proposed policy packages.  Restoration of previous reductions was of high priority to regain lost capacity.  The budget was developed with focus on policy and operations without consideration of the likelihood of additional General Fund dollars.  


During discussion of the proposed policy packages, the Board requested the packages be condensed into 4-5 core issues.  The Board also discussed the contribution of forestry to local communities, education and infrastructure, and ways to communicate those linkages and priorities to the Governor.

  
Mr. Seely reviewed the budget reduction targets, followed by a fund and position summary, and key performance measure summary.  Diane Snyder encouraged the development of a performance measure that would ensure that state forest products were manufactured first in Oregon.


Marvin Brown noted the entire State benefited from the sale of state forest products, and cautioned against limiting competitive bidding.


Mr. Seely provided copies of the draft budget transmittal letter to the Governor (Attachment 5), and noted the letter would be revised to convey the points made during the Board's discussion.  The transmittal letter will be reviewed by the Board prior to Chair Hobbs' signature.


With Board consensus, Chair Hobbs ordered:

The 2007-09 Agency Request Budget is approved.  The letter of transmittal to the Governor will be revised prior to signature.

3.
STATE FORESTS MANAGEMENT - ISSUE 2

Work Plan Addendum


Chair Hobbs noted the Board convened an ad hoc sub-group to develop a path to determine whether or not to initiate a process to modify the current northwest and southwest forest management plans.  The sub-group, consisting of Chair Hobbs, Barbara Craig, Bill Hutchison, with assistance from Marvin Brown, Ted Lorensen, Paul Bell and Jim Paul, proposed a work plan addendum to address the question (Attachment 6).  The addendum described the process to be undertaken which will result in an issue paper describing a number of alternatives on how to move forward with the Forest Management Plan adaptive management process.  

Following discussion, the Board adopted the Work Plan Addendum.

Tim Josi, Forest Trust Land Advisory Committee (FTLAC) urged the Board to seek legal analysis of the Greatest Permanent Value rule from the Attorney General's office, and offered to provide the FTLAC's legal counsel's opinion.  Regarding federal forest policy, he suggested the Board become involved with the Bureau of Land Management's plan revision process, and offered to provide background and contact information.

Mr. Josi illustrated the importance of timber revenues to the Trust Counties and how development could not compensate for timber revenues (Attachment 7).


Objective 1 - Adaptive Management


Alternative Forest Management Plan (FMP) Strategies


Postponed to September 2006 meeting.

2nd Party Assessment

Jeff Brandt, State Forests Adaptive Management Unit responded to the findings and recommendations of the 2nd Party Assessment of Forest Management Plans (Attachment 8), highlighting road and recreation responses.


Lisa DeBruyckere, State Forests Program Director described the assessment process for the forest management plans, which could be utilized by the Board for future audits.


Proposal to Value State Forests


Gary Lettman, Principal Economist discussed the importance of socio-economic analysis, linking state and community economies to state forests with other ongoing efforts and the Board’s Indicators of Forestry Sustainability through the Forest Assessment Process (Attachment 9). 


Objective 4 - Performance Measures


Lisa DeBruyckere described the proposed decadal landscape target performance measures, to set the stage for in-depth discussion in September 2006:

· Standing volume by structure type

· Area/% of structure types

· Increase in habitat characteristics

· Habitat use/effectiveness

· Aquatic/riparian effectiveness

· "State of the Forest" reports

· Timber market trend analyses

Diane Snyder suggested measurements of the level of timber infrastructure, in terms of diversity, and the percent of work performed by local contractors.

Chair Hobbs noted the need to carefully think-through the performance measures for the decadal evaluation.  Bill Hutchison linked the development of performance measures with achievement of the greatest permanent value.

In preparation of the September 2006 meeting, the Board will submit individual lists of the important components of state forests management to staff.

 The process for State Forests Program performance measurement is included as Attachment 10.

4.
FOREST REGULATION - ISSUE 6

In November 2005, the Board directed the Department to begin the formal rulemaking process for rule concepts 1, 18, 3 and 4.  Three public hearings were held in March; the final comment period ended April 17, 2006.  Comments related to the operational aspects of concepts 3 and 4 have been received since the comment period ended.  


Brad Knotts, Private Forests Program described the proposed amendments to administrative rules 629-605-0103, 629-635-0100 and 629-635-0110, which clarify the policy statement - rule concept 1, small type N stream monitoring - rule concept 18 (Attachment 11).


With Board consensus, Chair Hobbs ordered:

OAR 629-605-0103 is adopted, OAR 629-635-0100 and 629-635-0110 amendments are adopted.

Brad Knotts described the proposed amendments to 629-635-0200 addressing riparian management areas above fish barriers - rule concept 3 and 629-640-0210 regarding wood from debris flows and landslides - rule concept 4 (Attachment 12).

Paul Bell, Private Forests Program Director and Jason Hinkle assisted the Board during the discussion of rule concepts 3 and 4, which focused on landowner burden and rule criteria.

Following staff's presentation, Chair Hobbs called for public comment.

Comments on the rule guidance from the Eastern Oregon Regional Forest Practices Committee are included as Attachment 13.

Koto Kishida, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), expressed the agency's support of the proposed administrative rules and urged adoption.

Jake Gibbs, Lone Rock Timber opposed the adoption of rule concepts 3 and 4 and urged the Board to reopen the public comment period to consider new information (Attachment 14).

Eric Geyer, Roseburg Forest Products described substantial changes in the rule guidance, and urged the Board to defer action until the guidance was refined and completed (Attachment 15).

Gary Springer, Starker Forests expressed concern that the Department did not have the resources to fully implement the rule concepts (Attachment 16).


Randall Guyer, Oregon Small Woodlands Association recommended the Board to delay action on the rule adoption as they shift responsibility and burden to landowners (Attachment 17).


Carmellita Holland noted that one-size-fits-all rules did not work in eastern Oregon due to dramatic weather that changes stream flow and creates new creeks.  She opposed large wood placement and cited local situations of damage.





Following public comment, Chair Hobbs posed the question of delaying action and reopening the public comment period for rule concepts 3 and 4 to the Board.  


Bill Hutchison expressed concern that testimony did not support adoption, yet supported adoption of the rules, with reservations.  Adequate funding and staffing was critical to success.  Mr. Hutchison mentioned a memo sent to Board members from State Representative Brian Boquist (Attachment 18).

Ted Lorensen recommended the Board support the policy premise of the rules, reopen the public comment period and direct the Department to address the resource needs and improve the guidance document.


Diane Snyder did not support reopening the public comment period.

Jennifer Phillippi supported the concepts and was comfortable delaying action.

Adopting the proposed rules without the necessary resources troubled Barbara Craig.  

Chris Heffernan did not support adoption of the proposed rules, and opposed shifting burdens to landowners.

Chair Hobbs suggested delaying action until the September meeting, allowing the Department time to address the resource issue.

With Board consensus, Chair Hobbs ordered:

The Board supports rule concepts 3 and 4.  Staff is directed to address the resource needs and report to the Board at its September 6, 2006 meeting in Salem.

With no further business before the Board, Chair Hobbs adjourned the public meeting at 5:25 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,



/s/

Marvin Brown, State Forester and

GB

Secretary to the Board

Approved by the Board at its September 6, 2006 meeting.
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