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OREGON STATE BOARD OF FORESTRY

September 7, 2005 Meeting Minutes


In accordance with the provisions of ORS 526.016, a meeting of the Oregon Board of Forestry was held at the State Forester's Headquarters, 2600 State Street, Salem, Oregon. Chair Hobbs called the public meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

Board Members Present:
Absent:

Steve Hobbs, Chair
Larry Giustina
Chris Heffernan
Diane Snyder

Barbara Craig 
Jennifer Phillippi
Bill Hutchison

Others Present:

Dr. John Bliss, Oregon State University

Carolyn Eady

Brian Finneran, Department of Environmental Quality

Mike Gaudern, Oregon Small Woodlands Association

Mari Anne Gest, Wild Salmon Center

Eric Geyer, Roseburg Forest Products

Jake Gibbs, Lone Rock Timber

Craig Hanneman, Oregon Forest Industries Council

Lori Hennings, TWS

Dave Ivanoff, Hampton Affiliates

Chris Jarmer, Oregon Forest Industries Council

Tim Josi, FTLAC

Sandy King, ascentium

John Lilly, Department of State Lands

Bill McDonald, ascentium 

Greg Miller, Weyerhaeuser Co.

Dick Posekany, Frank Lumber Co.

Gil Riddell, CFTLC

Blake Rowe, Longview Fibre Company

Jim Russell, USFS BLM

Dr. John Sessions, Oregon State University

Gary Springer, Starker Forests

Rex Storm, Associated Oregon Loggers

Bob Van Dyk

Ray Wilkeson, Oregon Forest Industries Council

Marvin Brown, State Forester 
Clark Seely, Associate State Forester

Gayle Birch, Board Support
Ted Lorensen, ASF- Resources

Pam Stroebel-Valencia, ODF
Paul Bell, ODF

Steve Thomas, ASF-For. Mgt. Div
Jim Cathcart, ODF

Lisa DeBruyckere, ODF
Jim Paul, ODF

Nancy Hirsch, ODF
Lanny Quackenbush ODF

Dave Johnson, ODF 
Jo Morgan, ODF

Pam Overhulser, ODF
Rod Krahmer, ODF

Rosemary Mannix, ODF
Brad Knotts, ODF

Dave Enck, ODF 
David Morman, ODF

Bernie Bochsler, ODF 
Kevin Birch, ODF

Rob Nall, ODF
Andrew Yost, ODF

Mike Bordelon, NWOA
Tim Keith, ASF - Protection

Doug Decker, ODF
Bill Lafferty, ODF

Jim Young, ODF
Rick Gibson, ODF

Steve Laam, ODF
Paul Wilson, ODF

Dan Postrel, Agency Affairs

Rod Nichols, ODF

Consent Agenda

A.
MINUTES – JULY 29, 2005 BOARD MEETING
Approved by consent.  

The minutes of the July 29, 2005 Board meeting are approved.

B.
NOMINATIONS FOR FOREST PRACTICES REGIONAL COMMITTEES

Approved by consent.

Wendell Locke and Steven McNulty are appointed, and Randy Silbernagel is reappointed, to the Northwest Oregon Regional Forest Practices Committee for terms expiring September 2008.

C.
LAND ACQUISITION – BOARD OF FORESTRY & WILSON RIVER 

TIMBERLANDS

Approved by consent.


The purchase of 77 acres of forestland from Wilson River Timberlands for $94,000 is approved.

D.
FOREST PROTECTION DISTRICT BOUNDARIES - OAR ADOPTION



Approved by consent.

OAR 629-041-0547, North Cascade Forest Protection District Boundary, and OAR 629-041-0557, South Cascade Forest Protection District Boundary are adopted.
Amendments to OAR 629-041-0505 Definitions, and OAR 629‑041‑0510 Administration are adopted.

OAR 629‑041-0520, Clackamas-Marion Forest Protection District Boundary, OAR 629-041-0535, Eastern Lane Forest Protection District Boundary and OAR 629-041-0545, Linn Forest Protection District Boundary are repealed.

E.
MINUTES – JULY 14, 2005 BOARD CONFERENCE CALL


Approved by consent.

The minutes of the July 14, 2005 Board conference call are approved.

Action and Information Agenda

1.
STATE FORESTER AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS


Tim Keith, Assistant State Forester, Protection Division described the Department’s request to appear before the Legislative Emergency Board [E-Board] in October 2005 to report on the outcome of the 2005 fire season, the use of severity resources, and the estimated emergency fire fund expenditures. The Department would then appear at the E-Board’s January 2006 meeting to request release of a portion of the Special Purpose Appropriation ($3,562,000) allocated by the Legislature for severity fund expenditures.  He provided a handout illustrating the 2005 fire season emergency fire suppression costs as of September 6, 2005 (Attachment 1).


Mr. Keith explained the Department of Homeland Security administered a grant program entitled Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program for Fire Prevention and Safety grants.  A budget note from the 2005 Oregon Legislature directed the Department to seek federal grants for increased protection capability.  Grant applications must be submitted between September 6 and October 7, 2005.  The Department requested approval to submit grant proposals, and to seek Emergency Board approval in October 2005 to accept grant awards if successful.


With consensus of the Board, Chair Hobbs ordered:

The Department's request to appear before the Legislative Emergency Board in October 2005 to report on matters of firefighting costs, and to request approval to secure Homeland Security Assistance to Firefighters grants, is approved.


Jennifer Phillippi applauded the Department for its quick mobilization and attack on the Deer Creek Fire, specifically its coordination with local landowners, and operational structure.  Chris Heffernan also expressed appreciation.


Marvin Brown, State Forester added that a small number of Department employees were also members of federal incident management teams recently deployed to assist in Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.  

2.
FOREST REGULATION WORK PLAN

Project 6 Special Resources on Forestlands - Research Presentation


Oregon's specified resource site protection administrative rules of the Forest Practices Act affect the forest operations conducted by private industrial and non-industrial private forestland [NIPF] owners.  Pursuant to ORS 527.710 the Board must collect and analyze the best available information and establish inventories of resource sites to be protected.


Through a collaborative research agreement between the Department and Oregon State University, a study was conducted to evaluate the extent and implications of such resource site protection on affected NIPF owners.


Dr. John Bliss, Oregon State University College of Forestry illustrated the research objectives, methods, findings and recommendations (Attachment 2) contained in the report "Extent and Implications of Specified Resource Site Protection in Oregon", April 2005.


Cooperative compliance in a regulatory environment resulting in successful resource site protection is fostered by constructive, collaborative agency and resource‑owner relationships based on mutual trust and respect.


Project 6 Special Resources on Forestlands - Background


Jim Paul and Rod Krahmer, Private and Community Forests Program provided background information related to the Special Resource Sites statutes and administrative rules, summarized the protection issues for consideration and the issue paper design (Attachment 3).


The Issue Paper will describe the Board's range of alternatives for the protection of special resource sites under the Forest Practices Act including possible modifications to the Act, and will be presented in January 2006.


Project 4b Oregon Plan Voluntary Measures


Jo Morgan, Private and Community Forests Program provided a status report of the project, describing the Department's progress on the objectives.


Jim Paul provided a handout titled "Summary and Status of Water Protection Rule Concepts" (Attachment 4), and described the Department's recommendation to address the portion of rule concept #7 dealing specifically with voluntary large wood placement under project 4b of the work plan. 


The Board endorsed the voluntary measures of the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds, and approved the Department's recommendation further develop the voluntary rule concepts and to address portion of rule concept #7 under project 4b.

3.
DYNAMIC FOREST ECOSYSTEMS WORK PLAN


Ted Lorensen, Assistant State Forester summarized the revisions made to the second draft of the Dynamic Forest Ecosystems Work Plan.  Written comments on the second draft received from Defender's of Wildlife were distributed (Attachment 5).


Chair Hobbs urged the Department to allow adequate time for public involvement and input and reconsider the timelines.  


Noting that the repercussive effects of management can accelerate a dynamic, Bill Hutchison expressed the need for an integrated analysis, and offered examples.


Mr. Lorensen responded that social acceptance of active management and natural disturbance varies; changes in the landscape must be managed to meet social, environmental and economic objectives.


Following discussion, and with Board consensus, Chair Hobbs ordered:

The Dynamic Forest Ecosystems Work Plan is approved, with Board input reflected.
4.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Dick Posekany, Frank Lumber Co. asked the Board for its timeframe to address improvement of economic conditions in rural Oregon (Attachment 6).  He suggested the Board convene a meeting of stakeholder representatives to brainstorm solutions.


Chair Hobbs responded the Board and Department were working to increase growth in rural communities through the Forest Vitality Work Plan, participation in the formulation of federal forestland management policy and the development of an economic plan for growth in Oregon's forest clusters.

5.
STATE FORESTS MANAGEMENT


Project 2 Harvest and Habitat Modeling Project


Dave Johnson and Pam Overhulser, State Forests Program provided updated information on preliminary model runs for Alternatives 1 and 2, and described stakeholder involvement for Alternatives 3 and 4 (Attachment 7).  The final report will be presented in the spring 2006.


Decision Making - Benchmarks

Lisa DeBruyckere, State Forests Program Director described the Program's goal of developing a series of performance measures and benchmarks tied to economic, environmental and social values.  She provided a chart package of criterion and indicators used by a variety of other agencies and organizations (Attachment 8) to illustrate a "global view".  Proposed program benchmarks and measures, developed by staff and stakeholders, would be presented to the Board in early 2006.


Staff is also developing the concept of "social return on investment" and will provide parameters that incorporate social and environmental values, based on the net‑present value of non-market impacts in dollar terms.


Following staff's presentations, Chair Hobbs called for public comment.


Lori Hennings, The Wildlife Society Oregon Chapter expressed support for the work of the Board and Department in its Harvest and Habitat Modeling Project (Attachment 9).  She encouraged continued monitoring and development of a clear course of adaptive management strategies. 


Assisted by staff in its discussion, the Board clarified the model run alternative outputs and the potential benchmarks and measures together would illustrate which management goals would consistently achieve the greatest permanent value of Oregon's forestland asset.  


Forest Trust Land Advisory Committee [FTLAC] Comments


Tim Josi, FTLAC Chair encouraged the Board members to familiarize themselves with the history of the County Forest Trust Lands, and agreed to provide relevant information.  


He urged the Board to put a greater emphasis on timber harvest in the northwest Oregon Forest Management Plan, and to develop additional model runs in the Harvest and Habitat Modeling Project.


Elliott State Forest Management Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan [FMP/HCP]


Jim Young, Coos District Forester provided an overview of the Elliott State Forest, its management in accordance with the Department of State Lands Asset Management Plan and the issues addressed in the FMP and HCP revision  (Attachment 10).  Approval of the FMP will be sought from the State Land Board and Board of Forestry in early 2006, contingent upon successful completion of the NEPA process and approval of the HCP by the federal services in late 2006. 


Responding to Bill Hutchison's question, John Lilly, Department of State Lands stated the DSL and State Land Board were satisfied with the current management level on the Elliott State Forest. He added the State Land Board was anxious to see an increased return on investment, yet cognizant of the risk and certainty issues related with operating in a landscape occupied by federally listed species. 

The Board briefly discussed HCP revision, potential exit strategies, involvement of the federal services in the revision process, and management options within the dynamic landscape. It was noted the HCP Implementing Agreement would be the document through which to address the Board's concerns.

6.
WILDFIRE RISK MANAGEMENT WORK PLAN 


Smoke Management 


Mike Ziolko, Meteorology and Fire Intelligence Manager described the objectives and elements of the work to implement the revisions to the Oregon Smoke Management Plan (Attachment 11) and the Smoke Management Review Committee's findings and recommendations (Attachment 12).


Brian Finneran, Department of Environmental Quality summarized DEQ's comments and recommendations for improvements to the Oregon Smoke Management Plan, submitted in July 2005 (Attachment 13).  The Department and DEQ would continue to work toward consensus on the Plan.


The Smoke Management Work Plan is approved.
**
Chair Hobbs announced the October 27 and 28, 2005 meeting would likely be rescheduled for November 21 and 22, 2005.


Chair Hobbs adjourned the public meeting at 3:57 p.m.


Following the public meeting, the Department’s Program Directors were informally  introduced to the Board.
**
The Board also met September 8, 2005 at the State Forester’s Headquarters in Salem to hold a Workshop, facilitated by Gail Achterman, Institute of Natural Resources, Oregon State University.  The purpose of the Workshop was to discuss the process considerations in decision-making regarding the best management practices for water quality under the Forest Practices Act.  A summary of the Workshop will be produced by the Institute of Natural Resources and provided to the Board at a future meeting.





Respectfully submitted,









/s/

Marvin Brown, State Forester and

GB

Secretary to the Board

Approved by the Board at its November 22, 2005 meeting in Salem.
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