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The Oregon Family Forestlands and Federal Forests Connection
(3/10/08 letter to Federal Forestland Advisory Committee)

The Committee for Family Forestlands (CFF) is a standing committee commissioned by
the Oregon legislature to advise the Oregon State Forester and the Oregon Board of
Forestry on issues of importance to family forestland owners -- some 40,000 Oregonians,
each managing between 10 and 5,000 acres of Oregon forestland. Our committee is
made up of family forestland owners from different areas of the state, environmental
organization and forest industry representatives, a citizen-at-large and ex-officio
members representing the Department of Forestry, Extension Service, Oregon Forest
Resources Institute and logging or forestry consulting interests. -

A large number of the 40,000 landowners we represent before the State Forester and
Board of Forestry have a nexus with federal forestlands in Oregon be it through shared
access roads, ownership boundaries, fish and wildlife that migrate back and forth, timber
markets, etc. The nexus results in a sense of shared fate where the values, services and
products forests provide are a result of joint enterprise, i.e. technical service availability,
or interdependence, i.e. stream quality, bio-fuel markets, or slope stability. Many of the
family forestlands are in urban interface areas and in the landscape where Oregonians
live, work and play.

We know well that family forestland owners hold a range of purposes and a diversity of
“values related to their lands. Still, the fact remains that managing Oregon’s forest
landscape is a joint responsibility. Federal forests dominate in scale in many areas and

therefore in effect in a number of critical areas like forest health, timber economies,
stream quality, and (by law) endangered species management. In these areas federal
forest management decisions impact all forest landowner classes — state lands, industrial
lands and family forestlands. Beyond generally shared concerns, family forestland
owners have several specific concerns that deserve your attention.

First, family forest neighbors of the federal lands have growing concerns over what they
see happening on the landscape level. They see an increasing risk of wildfire, insects,
diseases and invasive species spreading onto their ownerships from federal forests. There
are also growing challenges for maintaining cooperative access across land ownerships
for purposes of forest management and fire prevention. Fire protection costs and in some
instances resource losses due to wildfires moving onto private lands have been rising in
parallel to these growing challenges. These concerns are commonly shared by family



forestland owners around the state. Improving federal forest management so as to reduce
the risks to your neighbors is important to all family forestland owners.

Second and greater yet are concerns of the family forestland owners located in central,
eastern and southern Oregon regarding federal land management. Federal ownership
truly dominates the forested landscape in these areas of the state. In these regions private
forestland owners are losing critical markets for their wood products, due to federal
withdrawals from the timber base. The public in testimony and Federal Forest Advisory
Committee members have described the impact that such withdrawals have had on mill
closures and related loss of other forestry infrastructure. In these regions private forest
management has reached a “tipping point” regarding critical infrastructure for forest
industry. The continued economic viability of these lands as working forests is in
question. Family forestlands have traditionally been a reservoir of timber flowing on to
the markets in peak demand periods and subsiding at other times. But base flows to
support industry and infrastructure depend on larger land owner classes and in these
regions that means federal lands. These impacts are now critical and the need for
solutions is now for central, eastern and southern Oregon family forestland owners!

Our committee appreciates your work on tough federal forest issues. We share these
concerns because of the importance of your mission to the some 40,000 family forestland
owners in the state. We believe these issues are also important to the sustainability of all
of Oregon’s forests and therefore important to Oregon. We encourage you to find as
much common ground among yourselves as possible, and to complete your mission on
time, but also to find a way to answer the Governor’s call to be bold in your
recommendations about future federal forest management.

Oregon needs healthy forests and Oregon’s family forestland owners need confidence
that federal partners understand the significant impact they have on the well-being of
family forests. We encourage you to focus on recommendations that can be broadly
supported and forwarded to congress and the Bush administration directly. We don’t
need another federal forest planning effort that produces a report gathering dust on a
shelf. Something much more is needed from your efforts. Certainly Oregon’s family
forestland owners need much more than that. What is needed is a call to action!

Thank you for listening to the concerns of the Committee for Family Forestlands. Please
call on us if we can be of service to you.

Sincerely,
v /!:/j/pw .)d ‘

A iy e
Gary Springer, Vice Chair

For the Committee for Family Forestlands

Attachments: CFF charter, CFF contact list



Charter
of the
Committee for Family Forestlands

Pursuant to ORS 526.016 General duties, limits, meetings, and rules; the State Board of Forestry hereby
establishes a standing committee to assist the Board in addressing family forestland issues.

Purpose: The Committee for Family Forestlands shall advise the Oregon Board of Forestry and State
Forester in matters relating to family forestlands consistent with the Board of F orestry’s Forestry Program
for Oregon such as but not limited to:

¢ Maintenance of a viable family forestland base in Oregon.

¢ Maintenance and enhancement of the positive contributions that family forestland owners make to
Oregon’s vitality, including timber availability and the protection and enhancement of watersheds and
fish and wildlife habitat.

¢ Evaluating the effects that changes in forest policies have on family forestland owners. |
¢ Formulation of policies and policy option recommendation for family forestland.

¢ Providing guidance for implementing Department of Forestry program strategies and activities to
improve services to family forestland owners.

¢ Evaluating the .types and levels of assistance needed by family forestland owners to fulfill their
objectives while considering public values and benefits that are derived from their lands.

¢ Improving family forestland owners access to the Board of F orestry.

¢ Raising public awareness of the role family forestland owners play in maintaining the Oregon
environment.

¢ Improving Federal forest neighbor relationships with family forestland owners to help maintain and
build viable forest economies.

The Board and State Forester shall consult with the committee with regards to such matters.

Committee Membership: The committee shall be composed of twelve members consisting of:

Seven voting member:

1. Four family forestland owners: one from each of the Department of F orestry’s three administrative
regions and one at-large position.

2. One forest industry representative.

3. One environmental éommunity representative.

4. One citizen-at-large (preferably, this member shall serve as committee chairperson).
Five ex-officio members: ,

1. Oregon State University College of Forestry

2. State Forester Representative

3. Oregon Forest Resources Institute

4. Public Land Manager
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5. Representative of forestry interest or consulting group

Member Appointments, Qualifications, Committee Organization:

1. The Board of Forestry shall appoint voting committee members.

2. Family forestland owners’ acreage of forestland, 10 to 5,000 acres, shall be a consideration in
selecting landowners to provide a perspective of small to large forest ownerships. The forest industry
representative shall be a landowner of more than 5,000 acres of forestland or the authorized
representative of such landowner. The environmental community member shall be a recognized
representative of the environmental community. The citizen-at-large shall be a private citizen who
does not own forestland.

Voting members are appointed to 3-year terms with a maximum of two consecutive three-year terms.

4. The State Forester shall appbint the Director for the Private Forests Program to serve as secretary to

 the committee.

5. Committee members are expected to participate regularly in committee activities; lack of
participation shall be grounds for replacement at the request of the chairperson to the Board of
Forestry.

6. The Board of Forestry shall appoint the chairperson and vice-chairperson.

Conduct of Meetings:

1. The committee may determine the operating procedures governing the transaction of their business.

2. The chairperson shall have the usual duties and power of a presiding officer.

3. All meetings will be conducted as open public meetings, consistent with ORS 192.610 — ORS
192.710. '

4. The committee secretary shall send an agenda together with minutes of the previously held meeting to

all committee members prior to each meeting.
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Southern Oregon Area:

Bill Arsenault

PO Box 550

Elkton, OR 97436

541-584-2272

email: pcranch@cascadeaccess.com
Term Expiration: 7/2008

Secretary (Ex-officio):

Peter Daugherty

Oregon Dept. of Forestry

Private & Community Forests
2600 State Street SE

Salem, OR 97310

503-945-7482

fax 503-945-7490

email: pdaugherty@odf.state.or.us

Citizen at Large:
Craig Shinn — Chair
PO Box 751
Portland, OR 97202-0751
503-725-8220
- Fax: 503-725-8250

Email: shinnc@pdx.edu
‘Term Expiration: 1/2011

Ex-officio:
Mike Cloughesy
Oregon Forest Resource Institute
317 SW Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Portland; OR 97204
503-229-6718 x23
fax 503-229-5823
" email: cloughesy@ofri.com

- Environmental Community:
“Sarah Deumling
4550 Oak Grove Rd -
Rickreall, OR 97371
503-585-6380 .
_"Email: sdeumling@gmail.com
Term Expiration: 7/2011 . |
Eastern Oregon Area:
Ned Livingston
57250 Gerber Road
' Bonanza, OR 97623
541-545-6276 - .
email: froghill@starband.net
-~ Term Expiration: 7/2010
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Ex-officio:

Ted Lorensen

Assistant State Forester

Oregon Dept. of Forestry

2600 State Street SE

Salem, OR 97310

503-945-7204

fax: 503-945-7212

email: tlorensen@odf.state.or.us

Industry:

Greg Miller

Weyerhaeuser

Oregon/California Government Affairs
Manager

698 — 121 Street SE, #220

Salem, OR 97301

503-588-0311

fax: 503-588-5451

email: greg. miller@weyerhaeuser.com
Term Expiration: 7/2008

Ex-officio:
Brad Withrow-Robinson
OSU Ezxtenstion Forester

"Marion, Polk, Yamhill Counties

2050 Lafayette Ave
McMinnville, OR 97128
503-434-8914

Fax: 503-472-3054

brad. w-r@oregonstate.edu

Landowner At Large:
Vacant

Northwest Oregon Area:

Gary Springer — Vice Chair

1060 SE Marion Ave.

Corvallis, OR 97333

541-929-2477

home: 541-757-8665

fax: 541-929-2178

email: springer@starkerforests.com
Term Expiration: 7/2010

Forestry Interest/Consulting Group

Rex Storm

Associated Oregon Loggers

PO Box 12339

Salem, OR 97309

503-364-1330

fax: 503-0836

email: rexstorm@oregonloggers.org
Term Expiration: 1/2011



