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Thank you for allowing me fo speak today. I am Sue Kupillas. I have a consulting firm
that works on some federal forest policy issues. I am Executive Director of Communities
for Healthy Forests. First I would like to inform you of a poll that Communities For
Healthy Forests did in 2005. The poll was primarily focused on restoration of forests
after catastrophic events, however I believe it is relevant because it strongly suggests
Oregonians support active management in our federal forests. 77% agree or strongly
agree that removal of brush, vegetation and deseased trees is the most logical treatment to
prevent forest fires. 76% support restoring forests afier catastrophic events by removing
dead trees and replanting new seedlings.75% agree or strongly agree that it’s a good idea
to require federal agencies take immediate action after catastrophic fires to better manage
federal forest lands. The poll is 3 years old, but I have seen more recent polls that reflect
similar numbers. I can make this available to the advisary committee.

Another topic I would like to talk about is the overstalked, unhealthy condition of our
federal forests in southern Oregon and eastern Oregon. If in fact we are facing climate
warming, as many are convinced we are, this has future implications on availability of
water to these forests, and the competition in overstalked stands leading to mortality.

OFRI has reported that the mortality on our publically owned forests of gross annual
growth is 26% annually. Our harvest on federal lands is only around 4%. We are losing
our forests through lack of adequate management, in thinning, reducing other fuels, and
getting stands back into a more desired condition. A proposal to further limit
management on large tracts of forest land, by creating more wilderness areas or other set
asides, and limiting management options by excluding certain classes of trees by
diameter or age, could further exacerbate unhealthy conditions in forests. In Jackson
County we looked at all the forest stands. With our poor soils, arid climate, limited
precipitation our forests can sustain from 150 to 250 stems per acre. We have 1500 to
2500 stems per acre in some forests. In those stands, the old growth is 4 to 6 inches
around. The trees, with overstalking competition are not free to grow and therefore
become diseased. Significant thinning, including larger diameter trees, is the only way
the trees that are left can release and grow. Fuels are extreme as is fire danger. In
August we can get 1500 lightning strikes a night. I would conclude that hundreds of
thousands of acres need fuels treatment if we are not to lose more than 26% per year in
our forests.

More wildemess and exclusion of trees by age or diameter is not good forest
management. I would look closely at forest condition before allowing consideration of
more actions to limit options. One of the areas is adjacent to the Biscuit Fire area. We
know that is a candidate for forest fire. itis-a-pelitical-selution— I urge you to separate
politics and desired future condition for Oregon’s federal forests.



