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EDITORIALS & LETTERS =

8

aking a cue from a recent
timber-salvage study by an
Oregon State University
College of Forestry gradu-

" ate student, OSU has decided to al-

low the controversy-scorched school

to recover on its own rather than to

.remove and replace the current
leadership.

That could prove a wise decision
— provided that Dean Hal Salwasser
follows through on his ‘promise to
~make .the many changes recom-
mended by an OSU panel that found

‘significant failures of leadership

Regrowth at OSU

Dean to continue leading the College of Forestry |

. money to plant

| college - along with. a disturbing

i ol
;,agd narrowness of purpose” at the
i

readiness to advocate for timber in-

dustry interests. .

It's an encouragmg sign that Sal-~ :

! Wasser released a statement Tues-

i day saying he intends to make im-

'mediate. changes at the college.

‘

. Those changes include consultlng .
i with others in the college before giv--

mg testimony in Congress, adding to Donato’s findings, and stood by as i

~'six faculty members. wrote 10 S¢
‘ence asking that publi
_nato’s paper be delayed.

new faculty members to the school’s
“executive: committee and i mcreasmg
| his contact with faculty, staff and
' students.
. But it remains to be seen how far

- Salwasser will go in giving conser- .

- vationists better representation in
_ decision-making and on the school’s

advisory groups. The dean must also.

i follow through on other substantive

{ committee recommendations, in-

| cluding . encouragmg more rigorous

| scientific inqiiry and debate, as well

1 as establishing a code of conduct and
. an ombudsman position.

Just as importantly, the Oregon.

Legislature and the university must

work together -in the next session to

end the School of Forestry's long-

- standing dependence on timber-

"_industry funding — a dependence

that helped forge an unseemly alli-

. ance between industry and acade-
* mia.

The controversy at the college

~in the Donato matter and appointed
" the review panel that was harshly

-change and growth already emerg-

delay publication of an article by -
graduate student Dan Donato in the ..
eminent journal Science. The article
reported on Donato’s research indi- *
cating that logging after the 2002 Bis-
cuit ‘Fire in Southern Oregon had
hindered forest recovery and in-
creased the risk of future fires.

Those findings ran starkly

counter to the timber industry’s sup-.
port for aggressively logging forests

burned by wildfire to generate the -
hew trees and . con- ;

trol brush. They also infuriated in-
dustry and congressional supporters.
of a bill to'speed up salvage logging ..
after wildfires in national forests -

RIS

a_bill Salwasser had pub cly” “en-
“dorsed in the name of the college.- ;

Salwasser’s reaction to the study
was improper and unprofessional in -
a university setting, where academ- 3

-ic freedom is supposed to be sacred.

The dean actually coached timber -
industry ofﬁmals on how to respond

cation of Do-{ "

. To his credit, Salwasser has done
much to salvage the mess he helped .
create. He apologized for his conduct ¥

s

critical of his leadership.

Salwasser’s contrition and com-
mitment to rectify the school’s — |
and his own — failings prompted :
nearly two-thirds of the College of
Forestry’s faculty, staff and students
to vote in favor of the dean’s contin-
ued leadership in a survey released
this week.

Given those results, recent sup-
port voiced by both OSU’s provost ]
and president, and the signs of

ing from the school’s damaged land-
scape, it’s time for Dean Salwasser |
and the College of Forestry to move

arose when Salwasser and some se-

forward into a new and different

_nior faculty members attempted to

future. @



weather, murky s

Continued from Page Al

There’s no easy, real-ti
way ‘to.analyze the water; t}
have to send. it to a laboratg
and wait as long as a- week
the results.. - L

The test is a snapshot; ope:
tor Steve Blair said. -EWE
hopes it’s representative of thy
water flowing through the sys:
tem, but Blair suspects it's riot

For exampls, the utility tes
for: the bacteria giardia ang
cryptosporidia, he said. .- -

- “You know ‘damn -good . ang
well it’s there;” he said. “You.
know it’s everywhere —- ‘but -~
you haven’t found it because-
the nature of the snapshot, or

the hature of the camera.”

+ Last year EWEB crews me
“sured ‘urban ‘runoff into ‘the':
McKenzie during five stormis. |

and found significant amountg
-of lawn and garden herbicide
and pesticides. R
Once, on Sept. 30, they tried
to gauge forestry herbicide run- .
off during a storm. Traces of"
herbicides turned up in McKen: -
zie feeder creeks —- Ward,
".Cogswell and Holden creeks, ac:-*
cording to the study. . N

The storm testing is difficult,
Morgenstern said, because it’s
hard to guess at what point
rainfall has the “oomph” to
push herbicides from the soil,
or how quickly the chemicals
reach the river. :

Over the next three to five .
years, EWEB hopes to improve
its ability to detect herbicides -
in the river so it can say with |
more. confidence ‘what level of
threat forestry spray poses.

1If it can pinpoint a time ina
storm cycle in which ‘pesticides
and herbicides ‘are likely to .
reach the utility’s water intake, |

_Blair said operators’ could
temporaril§ close the intake, or
run the water through activated
carbon to remove herbicides
that regular {iltration misses,

Eﬁy — Diane Dietz |

i
3
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N ~ different situation.”

" 40 percent of the trees in its I

plan tests |

©

Pesticide fever

But in Lane County, a grow- |
ing number of activist groups’
are questioning the aerial apph-i
cation of herbicides. ;
- The groups. include the 29-;
year-old Northwest Coalition’
for Alternatives to Pesticides, :
the 7-year-old Oregon Toxics Al- i
liance, the 3-year-old Forestland:
ﬁwe[lers No-Spray Group and
the Pitchfork Rebels, a group of | i
Blachly area residents who coa- | ;
lesced earlier this year against !
spraying in the western part of }
the county.

The increase in activism has
been spurred by rural popula-
tion growth, increased knowl-:
edge about HKerbicides, a d,'.
changmg consumer expectay,
tions, said Norma Grier, execu»
tive director of NCAP. k

The groups say they want
pmbT companies to_at least,
stop applying herbicides by air, ‘
Grier said, adding, “Jt's a very

grude management approach.
EWEB’s  -Morgehstern sai
timber management practices
in the Willamette National F
est, which leaves 30 percent o1

‘ging projects, don’t requi
sprayirig because shade froir
the remaining trees keep
weeds from growing. L

However, MosKovitz sai
Weyerhaeuser — which owns
575 of the more than 4,50
square miles in Lane County -
has a completely different mis
sion from a government agency.

“They protect the forest for
mostly recreational use,” h
said. “Our business is to cut th
trees and do the clear-cuts an
regrow the trees. It’s a totall;

Still, activists and EWEB of:
ficials are trying to encourag
timber companies to cut back®
on the use of herbicides. '

In recent years, the utility
has focused its efforts on reduc
ing farm-related pesticide. run
off in a program that is so inno:
vative that Morgenstern was
called to Washington, D.C., ft

off any old chemicals farmer:
have stored in their barns.

“The way we like fo ap-
proach it is to help people do
the right thing — encourage it
and not take an adversarial ap-
proach,” Morgenstern said.

EWEB’s forestry-related

drinking water protection ef:
forts are in their infancy. Tak-
ing a cooperative approach re-

.quires the utility to build a good .
relationship with timber com- -

panies, and that’s challenging,
Morgenstern said.

“They’ve been attacked and
beat up for so leng that they re .
just in a defensive posture,” he -
said. “It’s going to be a while

-before we get some trust so we
can break through that and find .

some solutlons that - are_

w1n WlIl

ber -companies that spray in-th
“'McKenzie watershed:to provid
him their spray schedules so h
can better time his stream tes

herbicides are washing into the

are not required to list specu“lc
dates.

—own. The Forestland Dweller:

n their legal notices, compa- |
nies are allowed to give as*

much as a five-month WindQW*ﬁf’
of when they plan to spray but |

§15, meanwhile, -
plan to do some testmg of their .

“and the O¥egon Toxics Alliance’

are teamitig up with the San

Trancisco-based Pesticide Ac- -
tion Network North America to -

erect at least one “drift catcher”

air-monitoring device in Lane
County. The idea is to sample |

the air near a rural school.
“We want to use science to

back up what we say,” said Lisa

Arkin, executive director of the

Torgenstern would like tim-);

ing to figure out whether the'{

river and into EWEB’s Water'_.§

H

Oregon Toxics Alliance, “so |

we're not just mo@fﬁ”

i
i

i



TABLE 1
Forest Pesticide Application by Chemical Type

McKenzie Watershed, 2006
Chemical Active Ingredient Total Gallons Total Acres Treated
2,4-D, LVB 24D 252 25
Accord Concentrate Glyphosate 1,074 3,466
Accord XRT Glyphosate 1,105 : 2,013
Activator 90 NA (Adjuvant) 35 142
Arsenal Imazapyr 28,074 26,914
Chopper Imazapyr 567 5,098
Crop Oil : NA (Adjuvant) 66,616 24,604
Escort Metsulfuron Methyl 8 1,064
Forester Unknown 138 277
Garilon 4 Triclopyr 8,513 25,291
Garlon3A (Triclipyr Amine) Triclopyr 167 287
Glyphosate Glyphosate 376 474
Hasten Oil - {NA (Adjuvant) 1,754 _ 921
Herbimax NA {Adjuvant) 5 43
Induce Unknown 56 527
LE 700 NA (Adjuvant) 50 474
Liberate Surfactant NA (Adjuvant) 78 ' 474
Moract NA (Adjuvant) B 70 844
MSO/Method Surfactant NA (Adjuvant) 1,152 1,371
Qust Sutfometuron . 7T 1,085
Oust Exira Sulfometuron 44) 1,411}
Phase Surfactant NA (Adjuvant) - 16 638
Serine Trazine ) 11 142
Transline Clopyralid ' _ 5 14
Urea Nitrogen Fertilizer 2,106 41
Velpar DF Hexazinone 5 14
Grand Total 112,350 97,655]




