Sk EnEL ppkasns

Organic View - Spring-Summer 2006

OCA CAMPAIGN PROGRESS REPORTS

Stopping Chemical Industry Experiments on Children

LATE 2005—EARLY 2006 - OCA alerted our nationwide network to a proposed
Environmental Protection Agency (EpA) regulation allowing industry to carry
out experiments, using toxic pesticides and chemicals, on children. After a bar-
rage of 15,000 letters from oca, and thousands more from our allies, the Epa’s
own Union of Scientists came out against the rule. Reacting to the growing back-
lash, EpA administrators announced they would ban chemical testing on chil-
dren. Unfortunately, after the media reported this change in policy, and public
attention turned elsewhere, EPA bureaucrats reinstated similar language into the
proposed regulation. The battle continues. www.organicconsumers.org/epaé.cfm

Eliminating Toxic Pesticide
Spraying on Public Lands

JANUARY 2006 - 0CA members and support-
ers sent over 20,000 emails to the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), protesting a fed-
eral plan to spray massive amounts of pes-
ticides, including known developmental
and reproductive toxins, on 932,000 acres
of publlc lands, mcludmg National Monuments and Conservation areas. In the
wake of this controversy, the BLM delayed its final decision on spraying pesti-
cides until the fall of 2006. oca will continue pressuring the BLM in the mean-
time. www.organicconsumers.org/blm.htm

Banning a Cancer Causing Pesticide - Methyl lodide

FEBRUARY, 2006 - OCA generated thousands of letters and phone calls to the
EPA opposing the proposed use of the carcinogenic pesticide methyl iodide. In
January, the Epa had indicated it would allow farmers to apply up to 400 pounds
of the carcinogenic chemical to each acre. Methyl iodide is especially hazard-
ous, vaporizing quickly and drifting over large distances. Reacting to widespread
media coverage and public pressure, EPA backed off on legalizing the pesticide.
www.organicconsumers.org/2006/article_258.cfm

Defending State Food Safety Labeling Laws

MARCH 8, 2006 - Despite vast public opposition, including 50,000 calls and let-
ters from the oca, the House of Representatives passed a controversial industry-
backed “National Food Uniformity Act”, which would eliminate over 200 state
food safety labeling laws. The law would take away local government and states’
power to require food safety labels on foods or beverages that are likely to cause
cancer, birth defects, allergic reactions, or mercury poisoning. The bill would also
prevent local municipalities and states from passing laws requiring that genet-
ically engineered foods and ingredients be labeled. In order to become law, the

bill will now have to go to the Senate for //__ﬁ\

a vote. As we go to press, it appears we

have created so much controversy that ‘ KEEP ORGAN IC'

the bill will not pass-in the Senate. www. 0 Ic v
organicconsumers.org/rd/labeling cfm
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