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Trends in Wrong Direction
Forest health continues to decline on national 
forests
Industry infrastructure shrinking in capacity & 
employment
Rural economies suffering high unemployment
Safety net, ‘County Schools Act’, to sunset in 2006
Safety of neighboring lands threatened by federal 
fires/pests
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Davis Fire 2003

School Fire 2005
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Wildfire Risk

Forest Wide

FOREST

Total 
NFS

Acres

Moderate High

Acres % Acres %

MNF 1,702,232 799,430 47 706,038 41

UNF 1,403,282 428,132 31 408,151 29

WWNF 2,378,204 406,775 17 1,241,482 52

TOTALS 5,483,718 1,634,337 30 2,355,671 43
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Industry Infrastructure-Currently
14 forest product mills closed in past 15 years
10 sawmills & 5 chips/particleboard/plywood
24 mill shifts employing 1,777 people
Payroll & Payroll Taxes for mill employment: 
$66.414 million & $23.203 million respectively
6.9% unemployment in 7-county region (5.5% 
statewide)
Approx. 1,500 workers in logging and allied forest 
businesses
Loss of skilled labor
School funding in jeopardy if safety net not 
reauthorized
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Solutions:
More appropriations to East Side forests
Use the HFRA Authority on Every Project
Utilize Large Stewardship Projects
Treat larger areas in each project
Remove larger volumes per acre
Treat up to 21” diameter limits 
Treat over 21” trees for Ecological Reasons
Expedite Salvage---Large Wildfires will Occur—No 
Action alternative is not an alternative
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A Healthy Forest and A Healthy Economy 
Need Not Be Mutually Exclusive.

In fact, they are dependant upon each other.


