Climate change:
High-level view of links to Board work plans and other work

The following work plans address climate change indirectly:

FPFO Implementation: Strategies F and G of the Forestry Program for Oregon
(FPFO), along with the associated actions and indicators, provide the strategic policy
framework for the Board to address both the effects of climate change on forests and the
role of Oregon forests in mitigating climate change.

ODF staff is working to begin implementation of the Oregon Indicators of Sustainable
Forest Management, which include Indicator G.a.: Carbon stocks on forestlands and in
forest products. This indicator will attempt to track the amount of carbon stored in
Oregon forests and forest products as well as how the rate of storage may be changing.
Indicator G.a. will be developed in cooperation with OSU.

Forest Vitality: Objectives 2 (federal forest management), 3 (keeping working forests
working), 4 (forest health restoration), and 5 (carbon-offset markets) all will address
components of the effects of climate change on forests and the role of Oregon forests in
mitigating climate change.

Dynamic Forest Ecosystems: Along with other topics, this work will look specifically
at climate change and forest adaptation, with a focus on the adequacy of current forest
policy frameworks in responding to the dynamics of climate change.

Other initiatives

The new Oregon Global Warming Commission, established through 2007 HB 3543, is
also charged with tracking and evaluating the carbon sequestration potential of Oregon's
forests, alternative methods of forest management that can increase carbon sequestration
and reduce the loss of carbon sequestration to wildfire, changes in the mortality and
distribution of tree and other plant species and the extent to which carbon is stored in
tree-based building materials.

Evaluation of global warming effects on forests is primarily a technical activity and much
work on the subject has already been completed. A valuable resource is the Oregon
Forest Resources Institute report: "Forests, Carbon, and Climate Change: A Synthesis of
Science Findings."

AGENDA ITEM 7
Attachment 4
Page 1 of 2



Potential gaps

Regarding potential gaps, perhaps more attention could be directed at successful
implementation of the following Forestry Program for Oregon actions related to climate
change:

A.1. The Board will continue to support an effective, science-based, and adaptive
Oregon Forest Practices Act and a strong but flexible Land Use Planning Program as
the cornerstones of forest resource protection on private lands in Oregon.

A.6. The Board will continue to support local land-use planning to stabilize the
forestland base and encourage long-term investments in forestland.

A.10. When developing Oregon forest policies, the Board will consider them in the
context of the Oregon environment and economy, but also in the context of the global
environment and the global economy.

B.1. The Board will work with other organizations to create and maintain a favorable
investment climate for environmentally sensitive, socially responsible, and globally
competitive forest-based businesses throughout Oregon that will generate high
quality, value-added products; high quality, stable employment; and increased export
capacity.

B.3. The Board will promote increased public dialogue about the challenges of
satisfying increasing consumer demand for forest products, the need to keep private
forestland in forest uses, the desire for healthy forests, and the need for greater rural
economic and community resilience.

B.4. The Board will continue to assess the unique challenges and opportunities facing
family forest landowners and promote policies that encourage continued retention of,
and investment in, family-owned forestlands.

B.5. The Board will promote environmentally sound, active forest management
policies that encourage long-term investments, sustainable timber supplies, recreation
and cultural opportunities, special forest products, fish and wildlife habitat, clean air
and water, renewable energy, other forest outputs and benefits, and high levels of
employment and income.

C.1. The Board will promote retention and improvement of the forestland base and
long-term forest investments by landowners through Oregon's land-use and tax
programs, regulations, forest products market development, and appropriate
incentives.

C.5. The Board will encourage forest landowners to manage their forests in a manner
that ensures long-term wood volume growth in Oregon equals or exceeds rates of
timber harvest and mortality across all ownerships.

F.2. The board will promote forest landscape conditions that are resilient to natural
disturbances, reducing the adverse environmental impacts and losses of forest
resources to wildfire, insects, diseases and other agents in a cost-effective,
environmentally, and socially acceptable manner.
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