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OREGON STATE BOARD OF FORESTRY

April 28, 2006 Meeting Minutes


In accordance with the provisions of ORS 526.016, a meeting of the Oregon Board of Forestry was held at the State Forester's Headquarters, 2600 State Street, Salem, Oregon. Chair Hobbs called the public meeting to order at 8:07 a.m.

Board Members Present:
 

Steve Hobbs, Chair
Larry Giustina
Diane Snyder 
Chris Heffernan

Barbara Craig 
Jennifer Phillippi
Bill Hutchison

Others Present:

Brent Brownscombe, Oregon Trout

Brent Davies, Ecotrust

Marcia Denison

Jim Dudley, Roseburg Forest Products

Wayne Giesy

Rick Fletcher, Oregon State University

Mike Gaudern, Oregon Small Woodlands Association

David Hampton, Hampton

Craig Hanneman, Oregon Forest Industries Council

Don Hardwick, Swanson Group

Peter Hayes, Hyla Woods

Les Helgeson, Native Fish Society

Lori Hennings, TWS/Metro

David Ivanoff, Hampton

Chris Jarmer, Oregon Forest Industries Council

David Kunert, Hampton

Russ McKinley, Boise Cascade

Michele McNeil, Department of Justice

Kristina McNitt, Oregon Small Woodlands Association

Ivan Meluski, Sierra Club

Greg Miller, Weyerhaeuser Co.

Dave Moskowitz, Wild Salmon Center

Boyd Peter, Watershed Partnerships

Bob Ragon, Douglas Timber Operators

Mark Rasmussen, Mason, Bruce & Girard

Gil Riddell, CFTLC

Ralph Saperstein, CMF/Boise Cascade

Courtney Shaff, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board

Gary Springer, Starker Forests

Rex Storm, Associated Oregon Loggers

Bob Van Dyk

Ray Wilkeson, Oregon Forest Industries Council

Marvin Brown, State Forester 
Clark Seely, Associate State Forester

Gayle Birch, Board Support 
Pam Stroebel-Valencia

Steve Thomas, ASF Forest Mgt
Dan Postrel, Agency Affairs

Lisa DeBruyckere
Arlene Whalen

Rosemary Mannix
Jeff Foreman

Nancy Hirsch
Jeri Chase

Jeff Brandt
Mike Bordelon, NWOA Director

Paul Ries
Ron Zilly

Ted Lorensen, ASF Resources
Ross Holloway

Paul Bell


Jim Paul


Lanny Quackenbush


David Morman


Kevin Birch


Walt Schutt


Consent Agenda

A.
MINUTES -MARCH 8, 2006 BOARD MEETING

Approved by consent.


The minutes of the March 8, 2006 Board meeting are approved.

B.
2007-09 BIENNIAL BUDGET UPDATE


Information Item

C.
COMMITTEE FOR FAMILY FORESTLANDS - APPOINTMENT


Approved by consent.

Gary Springer, representing Northwest Oregon Area Family Forestland owners, is reappointed to the Committee for Family Forestlands for a three-year term expiring April 2009.

Fritz Ellett, serving as Landowner at Large, is appointed to the Committee for Family Forestlands for a three-year term expiring April 2009.
D.
SYSTEMATIC EVIDENCE REVIEW 

Information Item

E.
REQUEST TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARING FORMING POST-PAULINA RANGELAND FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 


Approved by consent.

The Department is direvted to hold a public hearing toreceive information regarding the formation of a Post-Paulina Rangeland Fire Protection Association.  Richard Gibson, Fire Policy and Prevention Manager shall act as the Board's representative at the hearing.

F.
FORMATION OF THE BROTHERS-HAMPTON RANGELAND FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION

Approved by consent.


The inclusion of rangeland in portions of Crook, Deschutes and Lake counties into a rangeland fire protection association is approved.  The Department is directed to assist with the formation of the Brothers-Hampton Rangeland Fire Protection Association, pursuant to ORS 477.320.

Action and Information Agenda
1.
STATE FORESTER AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS


Bill Hutchison requested a status report on the status of the stand level inventory and timeline for completion be provided to the Board.  He also commented that additional economic analyses would be helpful during examination of the forest management plans.


Marvin Brown encouraged Board members to forward questions for staff to address regarding the forest management plans, and opened discussion of timeframes addressing the Board's various work plans.


Barbara Craig commented that as HCP and take avoidance strategies were related to structure based management and the management plans, there was a sense of urgency for context utilizing tools from the harvest and habitat model project.  


Marvin Brown and Steve Hobbs will review the remaining agendas for 2006 and develop recommendations for the Board to consider.


Diane Snyder encouraged the Board and Department to fund programs to assist landowners and address forestland conversion.

1A.
PUBLIC COMMENT


Wayne Giesy commented on the contribution of federal forest harvest to the economies of rural Oregon (Attachment 1).


Boyd Peters, North Creek-Sunny Valley Watershed briefly described benefits from partnerships and requested contact with the Department; Marvin Brown complied.

2.
STATE GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT IN FOREST CERTIFICATION


David Morman, Forest Resources Planning Program Director described the relationship between forest certification and sustainability as one of scale.  He noted certification was a valuable subset of sustainability that focused on the ownership level, documenting well‑managed forests.  


The Department contracted with the Pinchot Institute for Conservation to conduct a preliminary study to consider how well the forest management requirements for all public and private lands in Oregon align with the requirements of the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification [PEFC].  PEFC is a members-funded umbrella organization that set requirements for the endorsement of national and regional forest certification programs.


Catherine Mater and Will Price, Pinchot Institute for Conservation provided an overview of certification by the PEFC, the benefits of and barriers to certification, and the Institute's methodology and study findings (Attachment 2) referenced in the final report (Attachment 3).  It was underscored that enrollment in an Oregon certification program would be voluntary.


David Morman recommended stakeholder dialogue on the topic of forest certification be broaden and the role of State government, and described the proposed Forest Certification Work Plan goal and objectives (Attachment 4).


Rick Fletcher, Oregon State University Extension noted that the American Tree Farm System was positioning itself to be the voice of family forestland owners in the United States for certification.   Industrial forestlands are certified by SFI (Sustainable Forestry Initiative) with access to PEFC.  He added his preference for operational level guidelines based upon the Montreal Process criteria and indicators, rather than Helsinki Process or European guidelines.


During the Board's discussion, it was determined that an expanded dialogue with private landowners on the topic of forest certification, and the role of state government would provide clarity for development of the Board's Forest Certification Work Plan.


With Board consensus, Chair Hobbs ordered:

Staff is directed to expand the dialogue with affected landowners on the topic of forest certification and the role of state government.  Draft elements of a work plan will be presented to the Board at its November 2006 meeting.

3.
BOARD OF FORESTRY APRIL 27, 2006 WORKSHOP - PUBLIC COMMENTS


Brent Davies, Ecotrust, speaking on behalf of thirteen organizations described concerns with the Harvest & Habitat Model, stating it was limited in scope regarding habitat creation and economic value.  She encouraged dialogue to consider the designation of significant areas of contiguous forest to be managed toward eventual status as refugia for fish, wildlife and passive recreation (Attachment 5).


Les Helgeson, Native Fish Society expressed concern about increasing harvest levels on the Tillamook State Forest noting little was known about habitat values.

.


Russ McKinley, Boise Cascade described concerns with lower harvest levels, lower timber revenues to counties, and with structure-based management.  He urged the Board to provide a dependable supply of timber from Oregon's northwest state forests (Attachment 6).


Dave Ivanoff, Hampton Affiliates implored the Board to reevaluate the goals of structure-based management in light of reduced revenue flow, resource waste (blow down), and impaired productivity of the land (Attachment 7).


Rex Storm, Associated Oregon Loggers urged the Board to adjust its forest management strategies citing timber economies, current challenges and a conservative wood-emphasis alternative (Attachment 8).


Mark Rasmussen, Mason, Bruce & Girard, explained how chart percentages were calculated that illustrated how much of the forest resource was dedicated to complex structure targets (Attachment 9).  Barbara Craig expressed frustration at the lack of a model that would show if the counties' need for revenue could be met within the structure of the forest management plans.  Mr. Rasmussen suggested additional model runs to determine biological potential.  Board members discussed the timing of such runs in the context of future Board agendas and the need for specific information.


Don Hardwick, Swanson Group urged the Board to use the policies and protections within the Forest Practices Act as a baseline to analyze practices and assign values and costs.  Noting the declining timber supply, he urged maximum harvest from state forests, a renewable resource, to benefit Oregonians.


Marcia Denison opposed reserves, recommended the extension of take avoidance surveys to five years, urged the cancellation of the Rip Tide Timber Sale, and declared her intent to sue under the Endangered Species Act (Attachment 10).  She added that the State could not compete with private industry - by increasing harvest, the price of timber would be lowered for private landowners which was against the law and against Board policy.


Jim Dudley, Roseburg Forest Products provided and reviewed graphs illustrating production by type and log consumption by species for portions of western Washington, the Columbia River region and west/southwest Oregon (Attachment 11).  He urged maximum productivity of State forests and maintenance of the industry's infrastructure.


Bob Ragon, Douglas Timber Operators stated 57% of Oregon's forestland is federal land in reserves; the State, on its 3%, must provide as much productive capability as possible.  Douglas Timber Operators will work with the Department and Dr. John Sessions , Oregon State University to develop a baseline-model through which significant set-asides could be evaluated on the Elliott State Forest.


Brent Brownscombe, Oregon Trout encouraged the Board to stay-the-course with the forest management plans, which tiers to achieving greatest permanent value.  He urged monitoring of salmon anchor habitats for goal achievement.


Lori Hennings, The Wildlife Society observed the social component was missing from the discussion.  She offered comments regarding model and management uncertainty, and spatial ecology (Attachment 12).


Bob Van Dyk noted the State's forest lands did not have the volume to solve long-term timber issues.  He remarked that moving toward a timber emphasis model would result in the loss of the Board's social license to speak to the Federal lands.  Mr. Van Dyk added the Harvest and Habitat model focused on harvest and big-trees rather than habitat, per se; the model would not answer questions about greatest permanent value.  


Written comments were provided by Bronwen Wright, Pacific Rivers Council commenting on the performance measures for roads and offered suggestions (Attachment 13).

4.
LEGISLATIVE CONCEPTS

Dan Postrel, Agency Affairs Program Director provided a handout listing the status of the legislative concepts submitted to the Department of Administrative Services (DAS), noting that 629-05 had been tentatively approved by DAS and sent for bill drafting (Attachment 14).   Mr. Postrel reviewed the remaining concepts under review by DAS, and answered clarifying questions from the Board, with assistance from Paul Bell, Private and Community Forests Program Director..


Ted Lorensen, Assistant State Forester responded to Bill Hutchison's hesitancy regarding concept 629-16, Protection Expectations.  He stated the concept would address the regulatory aspect of Ballot Measure 37, would be reviewed by the Governor's office and Legislative Counsel, and if filed, would foster public debate.  Mr. Hutchison expressed his preference for intra-agency work and stakeholder debate, prior to the Board's decision to submit the concept for pre-session filing, and reiterated his preference to withdraw the concept until an in-depth review.


Diane Snyder and Larry Giustina also expressed discomfort with the concept.   Chair Hobbs suggested concept, 629-16 and related issue paper, remain under development and be fully reviewed by the Board prior to the pre-session filing deadline.


Written comment, opposing concept 629-16 and detailing concerns, was received from Bronwen Wright, Pacific Rivers Council (Attachment 15).


Concepts may be withdrawn by the Board, Governor or State Forester until the pre-session filing deadline of December 15, 2006.  The Board will receive updates throughout the process.
**
ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS - WORKSHOP

Marvin Brown suggested the Board proceed with the scheduled discussion of the Habitat Conservation Plan and take avoidance at its June 2006 meeting, which would provide the Department with information for additional model runs and analysis.  The analyses would be presented for discussion at a special workshop in August, or at the Board's September 2006 meeting.


Barbara Craig advocated for an open, free exchange of ideas and information with staff and stakeholders. 

 
With Board consensus, Chair Hobbs, Marvin Brown and selected staff will develop an outline, with timetables, to address the broader-scope issue and identify incremental policy choices.

5.
OUTREACH TO URBAN POPULATIONS - Issue 4



Objectives 3,4 & 5 Outreach Efforts


Communication Plan for Outreach to Urban Populations

Dan Postrel, Agency Affairs Director reviewed the communication strategies, actions and key messages designed to connect urban populations with rural and urban forestry issues.

6.
OWNER/OPERATOR LIABILITY FOR FIRES OAR - ADOPTION

Charlie Stone, Protection from Fire Program submitted proposed OAR 629-042-0100 for adoption.  The rule further defines the conditions under which it is presumed a fire started as a result of an operation when a fire starts while an operation was in progress.  It also describes, in detail, what may be considered to be “reasonably available personnel and equipment” in the context of the legal requirement to provide “every reasonable effort” to suppress a fire.


With Board consensus, Chair Hobbs ordered:

Fire Protection OAR 629-042-0100 - Liability of Forestland Owner or Operator; Further Defined is adopted.

7.
FOREST REGULATION - Issue 6

Objective 3 Voluntary Measures and the Oregon Plan


Jo Morgan and Jim Paul, Private and Community Forests Program provided an update on the progress of development and implementation of certain water protection rule concepts into Oregon Plan voluntary measures (Attachment 16).


Marvin Brown noted the similarities between the elective voluntary measures of the Oregon Plan and the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification [PEFC].


Marcia Denison commented on the necessity for leave trees, which benefit water quality and fish habitat.


Objective 4 Effective & Efficient Forest Practices Act Implementation


Special Resources on Forestlands Project

Jim Paul described the proposed an adjustment to the timeline for the project.  The adjustment became necessary when higher priority was given to Oregon's involvement in the Federal recovery planning efforts.


Objective 2 Minimize the Adverse Financial Effects of Regulations [additional topic]

Water Protection Standards  - Rule Concept #8


Jim Paul reviewed the plan for development of alternative rule concept 8, which applied to small and medium "high aquatic" potential" fish bearing streams.  The project plan identified the public participation process, desired products and timeline for completion in January 2007(Attachment 17).


Marvin Brown responded to questions, that the Governor's office was aware of the need for natural resource monitoring funds.


Objective 4 Effective & Efficient Forest Practices Act Implementation


Forest Practices Monitoring Report

Building upon the information contained in the agenda, Jim Cathcart, Private and Community Forests Program described current monitoring efforts, focusing on stream temperature study design and monitoring questions (Attachment 18).


Liz Dent, State Forests Program presented the key findings of the baseline analysis of pre-harvest stream temperature, channel, and riparian vegetation data for the Riparian Function and Stream Temperature (RipStream) Effectiveness Monitoring Project (Attachment 19).  Baseline condition results indicate a good basis for comparison of pre- and post-harvest stream temperature patterns and site conditions.


Mr. Cathcart and Ms. Dent concluded with a discussion of the Department's future monitoring needs and projects: monitoring to develop and implement alternative rule concept #8; Trask River Intensively Monitored Watershed support; eastern Oregon monitoring capacity; review of the forest practices monitoring strategic plan; and, development of a statistical design for annual Forest Practices Act compliance monitoring.

**
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Marvin Brown reported two Assistant State Foresters, Steve Thomas and Tim Keith would soon be retiring.  Interviews for both positions will be held the following week, with an announcement soon thereafter.  He added Tom Lane, Administrator of the Emergency Fire Cost Committee would also soon retire; that position will also be filled.


With no further business before the Board, Chair Hobbs adjourned the public meeting at 4:53 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,


Marvin Brown, State Forester and

GB

Secretary to the Board

Approved by the Board at its June 7, 2006 meeting.
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