Riparian Rulemaking Clarification Topic – North Sided Buffer Option
Background Information
Background
The November 2015 Board of Forestry (Board) decision included a riparian management area (RMA) prescription applicable to “…stream segments with a general valley azimuth within 30˚ of east-west.”  Specifically, this option would apply to operations along streams segments that lie within a “bow tie” defined by a general valley azimuth between 60˚ - 120˚ and 240˚- 300˚.
The specific decision language states:

Option D: Option for 40’ no cut north sided buffers, for stream segments with a general valley azimuth within 30˚ of east-west. South-side buffers would meet Options A or B.

Administration of an Azimuth-Based Riparian Prescription
The intent of this prescription is to meet the DEQ Protecting Cold Water Standard to the maximum extent practicable by tailoring protection standards to account for the path of the sun and allow landowners to actively manage riparian areas and extract harvestable volume.  To administer this option, ODF, landowners and operators must be able to identify clearly the subset of streams to which this prescription may apply.  Identification of these streams may vary depending on the scale and method used to measure the general valley azimuth.  

A successful outcome would be a measurement, categorization or characterization of general valley azimuth that is accurate (selects E-W streams) and repeatable (ODF, landowners and operators should be able to independently come to the same conclusion).
Key Questions for Consideration:
· Should the inclusion/exclusion of stream reaches be made through a GIS-based map (algorithm) or in the field?
· If a GIS map is used, should there be an option for field-based observations to supersede this map?
· At what scale should general valley azimuth be measured? 

· In either case, how should a field-based azimuth be measured and what is the minimum length of stream to which this prescription should be applied?
**Review Mapped Examples with Committee. 
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