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Keeping private forests
healthy and working

More than a third of
Oregon’s forests are privately
owned, ranging from
family woodlands to large
industrial holdings. Healthy,

diverse private forests benefit

all Oregonians, providing jobs,
clean water, wildlife habitat and
other values.

Well-managed forests are more

Oregon’s Forest
Practices Actis  resistant to fire, insects and disease.

a cornerstone of
environmental
protection.

And if their owners succeed in
maintaining productive working
forests with some economic return, pressure to
sell forest land for other uses is diminished.

The Oregon Forest Practices Act, passed in
1971 and modified many times in response to
new scientific knowledge and evolving societal
interests, is a cornerstone of environmental
protection. It regulates timber harvest, road
construction, chemical use and other practices
on private lands. The Act requires post-harvest
reforestation, streamside buffers and other
measures, and specifies best management
practices to protect water, soil, sensitive wildlife
sites and other resources.

ODF’s Private Forests Program enforces resource protection laws
and helps landowners manage forests sustainably.

Through its field foresters and
technical specialists, the Private
Forests Program:

« Educates landowners
and operators about legal
requirements and sound forest
management for a variety of
objectives.

« Enforces resource protection laws.

o Surveys forests for insect and disease activity
and conducts or assists in forest health treatments.

» Consults with landowners on stream restoration,
wildlife habitat enhancement, fuel reduction and other
projects, and provides information about financial
assistance programs.

« Participates in research to refine resource protection
laws and management practices.

Managing state-owned forests
for many benefits

The state manages approximately 821,000 acres, about
3 percent of Oregon’s forest landbase.

Much of this acreage is in northwestern Oregon - the
Tillamook and Clatsop State Forests west of Portland,
and the Santiam State Forest east of Salem. There are two
eastside state forests, the Sun Pass and Oregon’s newest,
the Gilchrist — along with scattered parcels.

Children learn about their
environment at the
Tillamook Forest

Center 50 miles

west of

T _ Portland.

The state manages approximately 821,000 acres —
about 3 percent of Oregon’s forest landbase.

These are Oregon’s Board of Forestry
lands, which moved from private to
public ownership, mostly through tax
foreclosure and subsequent deeding

by counties, after extensive harvesting

or fires. Today’s management seeks to

restore diversity and, by law, to produce

a sustainable flow of multiple benefits,

including timber harvest, fish and wildlife habitat

and recreation.

Timber revenues go to the counties where harvests
occur to support local public services. A portion is
retained to pay management costs.

A sixth state forest, the Elliott, near Reedsport, represents
Common School Forest Land, federally deeded to
Oregon at statehood. By state constitutional mandate,
this land is managed, consistent with sound practices,

to maximize revenue to Oregon’s Common School
Fund. ODF manages the land under contract with the
Department of State Lands and the State Land Board.

Key elements of the State Forests Program include:

+ Long-term forest planning, under the Board
of Forestry’s guidance and with extensive public
participation.

o Research, consultation with outside scientists, and
literature reviews, to incorporate science into forest
policy decisions.

« Partnerships with recreation groups, forest
educators, watershed councils and many others.

More contributions to
sustainable forests

Although Fire Protection, Private Forests and State
Forests are ODF’s largest programs, two smaller
programs play essential roles.

« Urban and
Community
Forestry.
Working with
cities and
community
groups, this
federally funded
program helps to
sustain Oregon’s
most “lived-in”
forests — trees
in downtown cores,
city parks, neighborhoods and open spaces in
and around urban areas. The benefits of well-
managed urban forests include higher property
values, healthy streams, and natural filtering of
storm runoff, which can reduce costly stormwater
treatment needs.

Higher property values are but one
benefit of healthy urban forests.

« Forest Resources Planning. This program
identifies emerging issues, produces timber
harvest projections and other high-quality data,
and leads ODF and the Board of Forestry in
strategic planning. With expertise valued well
beyond ODE the program also provides technical

assistance to other agencies, and serves as a leader

in developing statewide policy on key issues such
as management of federal forestlands.
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