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Welcome to the SCAS District!  Our 2010 annual report highlights our accomplishments and activities for the past year.  As you read 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÎÏÔÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÕÎÉÔȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ ÆÉÒÅ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ  /ÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÄ ×ÉÔh 
local communities and through our successful fuels reduction grant programs, were able to offer cost-share opportunities to assist 
homeowners who live in the wildland fire urban interface. 
 
Our smoke detection camera system in the Sweet Home unit was in operation during the fire season. Cameras reported 15 smokes 
during the summer.    Two cameras in Eastern Lane were online towards the end of fire season.  One more camera will be installed 
on Mt. Nebo in Eastern Lane County during the summer of 2011.  We would not have been able to develop these cameras without 
the Title III grant funding provided by the Lane and Linn County Commissioners, landowner funding, as well as Title II funding pro-
vided by the USFS. 
 
After difficult budget decisions during the Spring of 2010, we were forced to take an additional reduction in our FY11 protection 
ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÁËÅ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÆÕÎÄ ÓÈÏÒÔÆÁÌÌȢ  !Ó -ÁÙ ÁÎÄ *ÕÎÅ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÌÄȟ ×Å ÄÅÌÁÙÅÄ ÈÉÒÉÎÇ ÆÉÒÅÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ until 
July 1st.  With the exception of a brief lighting event in mid-August, we had a relatively uneventful fire season.  Private lands were 
spared the bulk of the lighting strikes, however the Willamette National Forest experienced over 150 fires across the forest.  After 
suppressing fires on private lands, our fire crews were able to assist the Willamette with their fires and the cooperative effort on 
initial attack was very successful.  
 
We were able to keep our two stewardship forester positions fully funded and 
focused on forest practices administration and some technical assistance to land-
owners.  They also took the lead on industrial fire prevention activities with the 
assistance of forest officers from both units. 
 
Retirements and New Additions: 
Elmer Shew our long time equipment operator retired in the spring of 2010.  We 
will miss his years of experience and knowledge of fire fighting in the Eastern 
Lane unit. I had the privilege of learning how to operate the dozer under his in-
struction before he left!  We were fortunate to hire Ed Thornton, Southwest Ore-
gon equipment operator to fill our position.  Ed brings a wealth of firefighting and 
handyman experience that will benefit the district.   Dan Zinn, Eastern Lane pro-
tection supervisor moved back to the John Day area to be closer to family during 
the fall.   Dan Shults, Southern Oregon Area Director and former Eastern Lane and 
Linn District Forester retired in December.  Jerry Whaley, long time forest officer 
in the Sweet Home unit was offered a permanent position with ODOT last fall.  We 
ÁÌÓÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ *ÉÍ "ÁÓÔÉÎÇȭÓ ΦΡ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ /$&Ȣ  .ÉÃÈÏÌÅ 3ÁÍÐÅÌÓ 
joined the Eastern Lane administrative staff in December. 
 
As ODF celebrates its 100th anniversary in 2011, the Linn Forest Protective Associa-
tion will also hit a milestone with their 100th anniversary.  These occasions provide 
us an opportunity to reflect on our history and think about the future. Coopera-
tion between ODF and the forest protective associations has been the key to our 

success will continue to be important in the 
future.  
In the South Cascade District, we will con-
tinue to build on the positive working rela-
tionships we have with our customers, other 
agencies, and the public well into the next 
100 years! 

  Lena Tucker  
District Forester  
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Similar to fire season in 2009, the 2010 fire season 

ended up being an average year in terms of start and 

end date. In 2010, fire season started on July 1st, was 

also the first day back for the seasonal workforce. 

Because of the later start date, most of the suppres-

sion staff missed the Interagency Fire School, hosted 

by the Sweet Home unit. As a result, the Eastern Lane 

and Sweet Home units combined to facilitate all of 

the yearly required and supplemental training to the 

crews over the first few weeks of the season. Sup-

pression crews did an outstanding job at responding 

to fires and extinguishing them quickly, resulting in a 

very low number of acres burned within the South 

Cascade District. Only 7.08 total acres burned on ODF 

protected lands in the district, 173 acres less than the 

10 year average. 

On August 17th the district was preparing for a storm 

predicted to run from the crest of the Cascade range 

to the east through the Central Oregon District. With 

this being a fairly normal pattern, both the Eastern 

Lane and Sweet Home units sent engines to the crest 

for accelerated response to fire starts in Central Ore-

ÇÏÎȢ 4Ï ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÍ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ×ÅÓÔ 

and funneled straight down the Middle Fork of the 

Willamette River and then tracked north on the west 

side of the Cascades. This resulted in over 150 fires on 

the Willamette National Forest and a few scattered 

on private land within the district. The crews of the 

South Cascade District, along with local landowners, 

quickly got to work locating fires and getting them 

under control.  Of the 150+ fires, only 7 of the fires 

were on ODF protected land, burning less than 1 acre 

total. Along with the 7 lightning fires on ODF pro-

tected land, the district assisted the Willamette Na-

tional Forest with 13 additional fires that were adja-

cent to or threatening ODF protected land.  

In addition to fires on or close to the district, both 

Eastern Lane and Sweet Home were able to get folks 

off district to help others out around the state. The 

first came with the Rooster Rock Fire in Central Ore-

gon.  Eastern Lane was able to send an engine, a Divi-

sion Supervisor, and an Operations Section Chief. 

Sweet Home was able to send an engine and a Divi-

sion Supervisor. Second, Eastern Lane and Sweet 

Home teamed up and put together an engine for an 

out of state dispatch to the Stevenson, Washington 

area. Finally, Sweet Home was able to send a dis-

patcher to a fire in Northern California. 

As September started to fade away, the above aver-

age amounts of rain quickly put an end to regulated 

use. Although there was more rain, fire season was 

still in effect to protect against the perennial east 

wind period, but that too succumbed to the pressure 

of the soggy Western Oregon fall.   One hundred days 

after fire season was declared fire season was termi-

nated on October 8th, 2010, marking the end of an-

other successful fire season for the South Cascade 

District. 
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2010 Mid-Willamette Fire School 


