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Oregon Dept. of Forestry sending team to aid storm-afflicted NW counties 

The Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) will send a team of foresters to the northern coast on Monday to help counties and landowners solve problems with blown-down timber, woody debris and other forest-related effects of the recent storms.

 

At the request of the affected counties, the team will help in assessing problems and facilitating the removal of trees and woody debris left in the wake of the recent storms that raked coastal forests with high winds.  

 
The team, including about a half-dozen field foresters along with support personnel, will work under the direction of the counties’ emergency operations directors. 

 
Paul Bell, an ODF assistant state forester, noted that the team will augment assistance already being provided at local request by ODF district personnel and by other state agencies.

 

“Our folks have been using department equipment to help with initial road clearing, and we’ve sent other resources as requested to assist with the recovery effort,” he said.

 

These resources, ordinarily used for summer firefighting, have included a portable shower unit sent to flooded Vernonia in support of a State Fire Marshal’s Office team working there, and power-generation and lighting equipment to help Oregon Department of Corrections inmate crews.

 
The team of foresters will be able to assist with a variety of issues, such as trees that are still standing but might be hazardous; helping landowners determine if they can derive economic value from fallen timber; and working with other agencies to facilitate the storing of downed logs that may later be placed into streams as part of stream-enhancement projects.

  
Trees or other large woody debris that are causing immediate safety threats – such as flooding of buildings or damage to bridges – can be removed right away. On forestland, landowners are required within 24 hours after the action to contact the local ODF office to work through any notice or approval requirements that may apply. If the land is not forested, ODF staff can direct landowners to other state agencies for guidance as necessary.

 
The ODF team will work initially out of the department’s Astoria office. Department specialists in urban forestry may join the team as need and availability allow.

 
Meanwhile, the department is continuing to assess the amount of blown-down timber and damage to roads and stream-crossings on state-owned land, including the Tillamook and Clatsop state forests.

 

Landowners are welcome to contact Department of Forestry offices for guidance about forest-related storm damage. The primary offices in the affected area are in:

 

· Tillamook: 503-842-2545 

· Astoria: 503-325-5451 

· Forest Grove: 503-357-2191

Columbia City: 503-397-2636
