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Roof and chimney clearance
Default standards

Sparks from a chimney connected to a fireplace or wood-burn-
ing stove could catch tree branches on fire. To reduce the 
chance of this happening, trim all branches ten feet away 
from a chimney that vents a wood-burning fireplace or stove.

All dead branches overhanging any portion of the roof must 
be removed. Dead wood catches fire easier than live, green 
wood. Airborne embers could cause dead branches to ignite, 
starting a crown fire in the trees above your home’s roof, or 
dropping burning debris onto your roof’s surface. 

Trimming limbs hanging over the roof can be dangerous. 
Consider hiring a certified arborist or tree care profes-
sional for this job.
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