VFA/RFA GRANT APPLICATION – 2008 

and READY RESERVE TRAINING FUNDS
Oregon Department of Forestry

“Protection from Fire Program”

Application can be made for VFA or RFA and Ready Reserve or just Ready Reserve
EVEN IF YOU HAVE SUBMITTED A DOI FORM TO BIA, US Fish & Wildlife or National Park Service YOU WILL ALSO NEED TO SUBMIT THIS ODF APPLICATION FORM
	Applicant Name – 


	

	Fire Chief Name
	

	Mailing Address – Street or P.O. Box
	

	City, State, Zip Code
	

	Contact Persons Name
	

	Business Phone 
	

	Home Phone
	

	County
	

	TIN (Tax Identification Number) (required)
	

	Does your district include an incorporated city of 10,000 or more?
	YES     FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
                 NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

  If you check YES, you do not qualify.

	In order to be eligible, all RFA applicants must attach a copy of the front page & signature page of a mutual aid agreement(s) or a letter of recognition that you are a cooperator in responding to wildland fires with one of the following agencies.  Check as many as are appropriate.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Bureau of Land Management – District Name: ___________________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Indian Tribe - Tribe Name: ___________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National Park-Check one: Crater Lake FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fort Clatsop FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oregon Caves FORMCHECKBOX 
  JohnDay Fossil Beds  FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Oregon Dept of Forestry - District: ____________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     US Fish & Wildlife - Refuge Name: ____________________________________________

	How many paid and/or volunteer staff/fire fighters do you have?
	PAID:# ______      VOLUNTEER:# ______

	Check one, are you a:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Tax Base Dept/District  -  What is your tax rate per $1,000 of assessed value?  $_________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Non Profit Dept/District

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Subscription Based Organization

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Rangeland Association

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Other (please describe) ______________________________________________________


	What is your annual FIRE(only) operating budget (not including medical emergency, ambulance, capital outlay/construction, or grants)?
	$ ______________

	Have you annexed a significant amount of land in your protection base in the last three years?
	YES     FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
                 NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

If YES, see next block  

	If YES marked, describe the annexation (size & type).


	


Narrative Information

	If this application is for annexation of unprotected area(s) into an existing district or for the formation of a new rural fire protection district or a new rangeland fire protection association, please answer the following questions.

	Approximate population of unprotected area to be annexed?
	

	Approximate numbers and values of properties to be annexed?
	#Numbers of Properties?


	Total Value of Properties?



	Approximate size of under protected area to be annexed?
	# Square miles? 
	


(SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE NEXT THREE QUESTIONS. This form is in “table format”, if you are manually completing the form you will find the lines below useful.  If you are filling this out electronically, you may add rows by tabbing after the last line in the box or you may want to delete unused rows using the TABLE format menu.
	Why do you consider your district to be under-protected or under-funded for adequate protection?  

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Please list any federal grants your fire district has received in the past three years (including VFA/RFA).  Specify the source, dollar amount and purpose of the grant.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Describe what benefits will result, the length of expected benefits and what type of population the project helps.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


VFA application Project Detail Information (50% match requirement)
Complete only a VFA form or a RFA form, not both.

Note:  If awarded a grant, you will be reimbursed only for items that are listed below.  Refer to the manual for instructions on how to get prior approval to make changes to this list of items.

There are four types of projects (either wildand or structural) that can be funded under VFA.  It should be clear from your description that the item clearly fits under one of these categories:

· Organizational Improvements – legal and administration fees, elections, advertising, etc. associated with forming a district, annexing an area to an existing district, or improving the administration of a newly formed district.

· Equipment or Safety Improvements – acquisition or modification of structural or wildland equipment; wildland or structural PPE safety gear.  No wildland jackets or coats (shirts only) and no shrouds or face/neck protectors.  These may include labor, materials and freight charges.  The use of grant funds to pay FEPP fees or to improve FEPP equipment is appropriate.  

· Tools/Supplies - such as fire line hand tools, hose, adapters/reducers, fittings, valves, pumps, nozzles, fold-a-tanks, portable tanks, chainsaws, belt weather kits, structural tools and supplies, foam
· Communications Equipment  -([image: image1.wmf]MUST BE P25 COMPLIANT) such as narrow band or narrow-band compatible hand held, mobile or vehicle units, pagers and accessories 

If you plan to use “in-kind” for match, list the type (hours attending training, donated time from attorney, meeting facility used for training, etc.) on one of the lines of the chart.

Please indicate below if this item is to be used for Wildland (Wild), Structural (Struct), or Both.

	Wild
	Struct
	Both
	#of items
	Description
	TOTAL COST
	GRANT DOLLARS
	Match Dollars
	ODF USE ONLY

APPROVED

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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	TOTALS:
	
	
	 
	


RFA application Project Detail Information (10% match requirement)
Complete only a VFA form or a RFA form, not both.

Note:  If awarded a grant, you will be reimbursed only for items that are listed below.  Refer to the manual for instructions on how to get prior approval to make changes to this list of items.

Following are the types of wildland (only) projects that can be funded under RFA.  It should be clear from your description that the item clearly fits under one of these categories:

· Wildland PPE - specifically, new generation fire shelters (includes training shelters and cases), and basic PPE (Nomex shirts and pants, hard hats, eye protectors, gloves, boots).  No jackets or coats (shirts only) and no shrouds or face/neck protectors
· Communications Equipment  -([image: image2.wmf]MUST BE P25 COMPLIANT) such as narrow band or narrow-band compatible hand held, mobile or vehicle units, pagers and accessories      
· Basic Tools - such as fire line hand tools, hose, adapters/reducers, fittings, valves, pumps, nozzles, fold-a-tanks, portable tanks, chainsaws, belt weather kits
If you plan to use “in-kind” for match, list the type (hours attending training, meeting facility used for training, etc.) on one of the lines of the chart.
	Wild land
	#of items
	Description
	TOTAL COST
	GRANT DOLLARS
	Match Dollars
	ODF USE ONLY

APPROVED
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	TOTALS:
	
	
	 
	


READY RESERVE TRAINING  Project Detail Information (no match required)
Wildland Training ONLY
Training has been deleted from eligible items under VFA/RFA.  Instead, you have the option of proposing training items under Ready Reserve.  We encourage you to identify pools of eligible fire departments to propose projects, for example Fire Defense Boards or County governments working in collaboration with their local fire districts can administer joint training to be funded under this Ready Reserve Program. Others eligible to apply are:  individual fire departments, ODF, and Community Colleges, fire academies.  Please feel free to share this application form with parties you think might be interested in applying.    Trainees must meet all of the following eligibility criteria:

· For wildland training only

· Represent fire districts protecting communities of 10,000 persons or less

· Must have mutual aide agreements or letters of cooperation with Department of Interior (BIA, BLM, National Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife) or Oregon Department of Forestry and must provide a copy of agreement (front page & signature page only)/letter unless you are representing Fire Defense Boards, County governments, Community Colleges and/or local fire academy which should submit a letter explaining how you support or serve eligible fire departments).
	# of attendees
	Course Description
	Cost est. per attendee
	Total Cost est*
	Who will administer  this course. 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL GRANT FUND REQUEST
	
	

	
	*Total cost estimate> #attendees x per attendee cost = TOTAL
	


Ready Reserve funds are available for critical support functions to staff and aggressively work toward suppressing an emerging fire that will limit acres burned, limit drawdown and lessen the fiscal impact by minimizing resource and property damage.  This funding supports training that increases the pool of qualified individuals for initial and extended attack and lower complexity Type 3 incidents such as:  Firefighter Type 1 & 2, Engine Boss, Strike Team Leader-Engine, Crew Boss, and Task Force Leaders (i.e., S130 Firefighter Training, S-131 Advanced Firefighter Training, S-190 Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior).  

Recipients of the “training” must meet the eligibility criteria identified at the top of this page.  Recipients of the “grant funds” can be fire depts./districts, rangeland associations, Fire Defense Boards, Office of State Fire Marshal, Community Colleges and ODF (ODF will only be eligible to apply to administer a coordinated local training session and ODF employees are not eligible for funding with these grants dollars but are not excluded as a participant trainee).
All courses and instructors MUST meet NWCG standards and the program will be administered by the Oregon Department of Forestry Workforce Capacity Manager in the Protection from Fire Program.
Eligible expenditures:  instructor fees/wages; travel and lodging expenses, training materials/supplies, instruction manuals, instruction videos, meeting room/equipment rentals/fees.

Ineligible expenditures:  normal wages, food stuffs, purchase of equipment (video, computer, projection, etc.).
SIGNATURE AND CERTIFICATION PAGE
	Please indicate whether you will accept a partial grant award.
	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 

	NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

	If you can accept a partial award, your chances for receiving a grant are higher


	Is your fire department compliant (self certified) and does it use the National Incident Management Systems (NIMS) in day-to-day emergency operations?
	YES     FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
                 NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

If you checked NO, you do not qualify


	If your fire department is a subscription organization (you charge a annual subscription fee to receive fire protection), DO YOU RESPOND TO ALL FIRE CALLS REGARDLESS OF WHETHER LANDOWNER IS A SUBSCRIBER OR NOT?
	YES     FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
                 NO    FORMCHECKBOX 

If you checked NO, you do not qualify


Certification 

This section should be signed by someone from the rural fire department who has the authority to obligate funds, such as:  Fire Chief, Treasurer, or Board Member.  For other organizations applying for Ready Reserve Funds, a similar agency authority needs to sign the application (for ODF, the District Forester would be the appropriate designee).  If you are submitting an electronic version of the form (as an attachment to an email), we will accept the email as the signature authorization.  The applicant certifies to the best of their knowledge and belief, that the information on this application is true and correct, and if awarded a VFA or RFA grant, will use those funds for the sole purpose of completing the project described on this application.

	Signature
	
	Date
	

	Type or Print Name
	
	Title
	


REMINDER:  New this year, if you are applying for RFA funds you must attach a copy of the front page and signature page for any mutual aide agreements or a letter of support that you are a cooperator in response to wildland fires.

DEADLINE:  MUST BE RECEIVED BY  5pm APRIL 25TH, 2008
MAIL TO:           MARY HELEN SMITH, 
VFA/RFA GRANT PROGRAM 
OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, 
2600 STATE STREET, SALEM,  OR   97310

FAX TO:             Attention: MARY HELEN SMITH @ 503-945-7416

EMAIL TO:      msmith@odf.state.or.us 

QUESTIONS:  Call MARY HELEN SMITH @503-945-7341

Electronic (Microsoft Word) version of this application form is  available by emailing Mary Helen Smith or at the following website:  http://oregon.gov/ODF/FIRE/fire.shtml.

Date Received














ODF Use only





Awarded:


RFA:   $____________


VFA:   $____________


ReadyReserve$ ______


ODF Use only
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2008 Application Form

