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ODF GUIDANCE FOR 2008 WESTERN STATES WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE GRANTS  

This funding is allocated to the 17 western states and Pacific Island territories and is distributed through a 
competitive process administered by the Western States Fire Managers(WSFM).  This grant’s source of 
funding is a federal appropriation to the USFS, State & Private Forestry Program.  The WSFM is a working 
group established by the Council of Western State Foresters, a regional subcommittee of the National 
Association of State Foresters (NASF).  Applications are only accepted by these state forestry agencies and 
territories.  A WSFM grant review committee meets in the fall to review and rank the applications.  The 
current members of the committee are from the states of Hawaii, Oregon, Nevada, Wyoming, and 
Washington. 
 
This committee will review each application to see that it meets the minimum criteria.  Applications are 
scored by the committee as described in the application instructions.  It is imperative that you pay close 
attention to the criteria and answer each question completely!  Last year, for 2007 funding, 190 applications 
for $28 million were received and the committee had an estimated $12 million to allocate.  Information 
recently received indicates approximately $17 million will be allocated for 2007 projects.  Each state is 
allowed only 15% of the available estimated dollars.  In the past two years Oregon has submitted 20% of the 
estimated available funds.  This provides a buffer in the event additional funds become available. 

 
OREGON’S WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE HAZARD MITIGATION STRATEGY 

 The Oregon Department of Forestry(ODF) Protection from Fire Program Review recommended full 
implementation of the Oregon Forestland Urban Interface Fire Protection Act  by 2011.  In order to meet this 
goal, ODF will continue to pursue federal grant funds for the implementation of this unfunded legislation, 
and as directed by the Legislature will place these applications as priority over others. This reflects the 
Department’s strategy to assist Oregon counties and landowners implement the interface classification and 
self-certification process mandated by law.  This strategy is in alignment with the National Fire Plan 
Implementation Plan - Goal #1 Improve Prevention in the Interface and Goal #2 Reduce Hazardous Fuels, 
which are both outcomes of the implementation of this legislation.      
 
Recognizing the benefits of reducing the probability of catastrophic fire and improvement of forest health 
through active forest management and fuels reduction, the use of forest residues to produce heat and 
electricity, or to produce energy on a sustainable basis and advance the use of such energy in Oregon is 
encouraged.   
 
The WSFM review committee modified the application form, so as to encourage states to incorporate the use 
of statewide risk assessments to aid in the allocation of the limited funds available.   The ODF statewide risk 
assessment indicates areas that are at risk of wildfire incidents.  To identify if your proposed project is in a 
high/moderate risk area, go to: http://oregon.gov/ODF/FIRE/interimhighriskcommunities.pdf    
 
An application MUST meet the following criteria for consideration: 

 Be identified as a high/moderate risk area on the statewide risk assessment; and 
 Be identified as a high priority fuels reduction project in a completed Community Wildfire Protection 

Plan(CWPP).   
 You will be required to submit the CWPP action plan and a project area map identifying the 

applicable project at the time of application submission. 
Additional emphasis areas for funding will be: 

 Pilot projects for fuel reduction treatment areas around/adjacent to a homesite.  
 Fuel reduction treatments in the expanded wildland urban interface, that clearly connect existing treatment 

areas and that will further protect a community at risk. 
 Applications that clearly identify utilization of small diameter wood products. 
 Prevention projects identified in a completed CWPP 



 
 

PRIORITIZATION PROCESS 
 

ODF Area and Salem Representatives will review and prioritize applications to be submitted to the statewide 
prioritization group that will align with Oregon’s Wildland Urban Interface Hazard Mitigation Strategy.   
 
 
The ODF statewide prioritization group consists of the following positions:  Fire Program Director, 
Prevention & Policy Manager-Salem Representative, Business Manager, Area Representatives (one each 
from the Northwest Oregon Area, Eastern Oregon Area, Southern Oregon Area, and the ODF NFP 
Coordinator.  The NFP Coordinator will participate in the final WSFM grant review committee selections.  
 
 
Each Area Representative and the Salem Representative will present their #1 priority application to the 
statewide prioritization group.  The group determines which is to be the number one priority grant 
application for the state.  The Representative that had their grant application chosen, will then present their 
next priority grant application, along with the others remaining.  The group then decides the next priority 
application from those four grant applications.  For the 2008 grant process, the Oregon statewide 
prioritization group will use 20% of the estimated funding to determine which projects will be submitted to 
the WSFM Grant Selection Committee for review.  This prioritization process continues until all the 
applications have been prioritized or the 20% or $3.4 million cap has been reached.  The applications in 
priority order are then submitted by the Federal Grants Coordinator to the WSFM grant review committee.   
 

 
GRANT SUBMISSION AND APPLICATION PROCESS 

 
Direction from the WSFM grant review committee has been for the states to develop their own solicitation 
process in a manner that will limit the number of grants submitted.  ODF will not accept applications from 
external (non-profit, proprietary, or governmental) applicants.  ODF’s total grant submission to the WSFM 
review committee is not expected to exceed $3.4 million. This amount or cap is 20% of the previous year’s 
total estimated funding.   
 
 
ALL APPLICATIONS AND ADDITIONAL REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION IS DUE IN THE  
ODF AREA/SALEM OFFICE BY:   August 31, 2007 
ODF Area and Salem office information: 
o Electronic versions of the completed application form and for fuels reduction projects, the action plan 

page from a CWPP identifying the applicable project must be submitted to:  
• Eastern Oregon Area  –   David King   541-276-3491 dking@odf.state.or.us  
• Southern Oregon Area  – Dave Lorenz   541-440-3412 dlorenz@odf.state.or.us   
• Northwest Oregon Area  – Andy White  503-359-7496 awhite@odf.state.or.us  
• Statewide – Ann Walker  503-945-7346  awalker@odf.state.or.us  

 
 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

If there are any questions, please contact either Mary Helen Smith at the number listed above,  or             
Ann Walker, National Fire Plan Coordinator at 503-945-7346. 


