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LOOKING FOR A BREAK

The 2016 fire season is quickly approaching. Some ODF
districts are already in fire season. Are you ready? Looking
back at the three previous devastating fire seasons, much
can still be done in the prevention of human-caused fires.
During this period, about 250,000 acres burned at a cost of
more than $250 million. As far as fires resulting from oper-
ations in 2015, 19 equipment use fires burned 164 acres
while 26 fires from slash escapes burned 62 acres. Seven
warming fires spread to nearby fuels and burned a little
over one acre.
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The Peavine Creek Fire took place in May, 2015 and serves
as a reminder of a spring fire that can quickly spread out of
control. This fire burned 148 acres and amounted to more
than 8185,000 in fire suppression costs.
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STAY CURRENT ON PUBLIC AND INDUSTRIAL FIRE
RESTRICTIONS. LOG ONTO WWW.OREGON.GOV/ODF
FOR THE LATEST FIRE SEASON CLOSURE INFORMATION.

EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

Many of you are attending operator meetings through-
out the state. These meetings are a great opportunity to
find out the latest news and updates in fire prevention
for industrial operations. During these sessions, ODF and
association fire wardens review equipment requirements
and fire restrictions that are mandatory when fire season
goes into effect. Here is a short review to stick in your
pocket or glove box. You can also visit our website at
www.oregon.gov/odf for a complete list.

1) Supply HAND TOOLS for each person working (see
chart on page 2).

2) FIRE EXTINGUISHERS are required on all equipment
and trucks.

3) TRUCKS need a shovel and an axe or pulaski.

4) Each POWER SAW needs a fire extinguisher (8 oz +)

and a shovel. The saw must also meet

SPARK ARRESTER GUIDE specifications (no modified

saws during fire season). Start saws at least 20 feet

from fueling site.

NON TURBO CHARGED ENGINES must have an ad-

equate exhaust and muffler system or spark arrester

that meets spark arrester guide specifications.

A WATER SUPPLY is required from day one if the op-

eration is planned for more than two days. 300 gal-

lon mobile or 500 gallon stationary (minimum re-
quirements).

Have 500 feet of HOSE. Additionally, 250 feet of hose

must be pre-connected and ready for use.

8) PUMPS must produce 20 gallons per minute
through 50 feet of hose and 1/4 inch nozzle.

9) Clear flammable debris in a 10-foot diameter around
any BLOCK. Provide a 5-gallon pump can and shovel
at each block. Avoid LINE RUB.

10) Keep all equipment free of FLAMMABLE DEBRIS.



http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Documents/Fire/FireEquipmentRequirements.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/programs/fire/spark_arrester_guides/
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=41424358763949deb16e3f513e748844

THE HOT SHEET pace?

FIRE SEASON RESTRICTIONS

Page one reviewed equipment requirements. Now let’s
explore restrictions that are imposed during fire season
as fire danger goes up and down. Preventing ignitions
and fire spread is the top priority. ODF and the protec-
tive associations also work hard to keep workers working
during periods of high fire danger by utilizing fire precau-
tion level systems. West of the Cascades, ODF and our
federal partners use the Industrial Fire Precaution Level
(IFPL) system and the waiver process to help landowners
and operators meet summer objectives. ODF does not
follow the IFPL system east of the Cascades, but still im-
pose additional fire season restrictions as needed. 2015
was a prime example of that need as fires burned a sig-
nificant footprint on the east side landscape.

The FIREWATCH must be a competent person (18
years of age or older) and have the facilities for
transportation and communication to summon
firefighting assistance. They must be on duty for
three hours (check local district requirements)
once the operation has shut down for the day and
be able to observe the entire area of the operation

IFPL (ALL FEDERAL AND WESTSIDE ODF) that was worked that day. They are required to
IEPL I: CLOSED FIRE SEASON proceed to control and extinguish any fire start in
FIRE SEASON REQUIREMENTS IN EFFECT (SEE PAGE 1) a manner that is consistent with fire suppression

safety standards.

Firewatch is also required. Check District requirements.
Smoking is also prohibited when working or traveling

through an operation area. Tractor/skidder, feller-buncher, forwarder or shovel log-
ging operations may also work before 1:00 p.m. and after

IFPL Il: PARTIALHOOTOWL 8:00 p.m. as long as either tractors, skidders or other

In addition to the above requirements. Cable yarding, equipment with a blade capable of constructing fire line

blasting, welding or cutting of metal and the use of pow- are immediately available to effectively reach and attack

er saws are prohibited between 1:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. a fire start.

Power saws may work at loading sites all day.
Gravity, or non-motorized carriages, may also work dur-

IFPL IlI: PARTIAL SHUTDOWN ing this time as long as all blocks and moving lines are
Cable yarding is now prohibited. Power saw use is also suspended 10 feet above the ground - except the line
prohibited, except at loading sites and tractor skidder between the carriage and the chokers.

operations before 1:00 p.m. and after 8:00 p.m.

IFPL IV: GENERAL SHUTDOWN

People Working 14| 5|6 |7 (8|9 |10]|11 |12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20
Tool Boxes Required 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Axes or Pulaskis 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3
Shovels 2 212|333 3 4 4 5 5 6 7 7 7 7 7
Hazel Hoes or Pulaskis 1 2 3 3 4 5 5 5 6 6 7 7 7 8 8 9 10




