The Eight Key Messages

Forests are:

· Essential to Oregon. Oregon’s forests are among the most productive in the world, and are among Oregon’s most valuable resources. They touch the lives of rural and urban Oregonians in many ways, and are essential to our state’s well-being.
· Renewable. With sound, balanced management, they can produce a sustainable array of environmental, economic and social benefits.
· About a mix of related benefits. Environmental, economic and social benefits are interdependent, not in conflict with one another. We need to sustain all of them to sustain any of them.
· Managed in many ways. Different landowners may emphasize different sets of values. This diversity of approaches across the landscape is essential in achieving a sustainable flow of varied benefits.
· Always changing – as is our understanding of them. Forests change constantly as a result of human and natural processes. Constant learning is essential to success in areas such as addressing problems arising from past practices, refining current practices, and understanding natural processes and their relationship with human activities.
· Changing slowly. Although some changes, such as those resulting from fire, are immediate and dramatic, many unfold over years or lifetimes.
· Managed in a planful way. We work toward healthy, sustainable forests through the overarching Forestry Program for Oregon, through programs serving rural and urban Oregonians, through balanced forest management, and through laws that provide for environmentally sound harvest. All these are based on broad public and stakeholder input, scientific research, collaboration, and the willing participation of landowners.
· Part of a bigger picture. Our forest resources are part of a global picture that includes international trade of products, global competition, and global environmental trends and conditions.
