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This is the Forest Practices Program report on the administration of the forest practice
reforestation rules on private non-industrial, industrial and local government owned acreage
where inspections were made on units held for compliance during 1999.

PLANTING ACCOMPLISHMENTS: In 1999, 115,436 acres required planting under statutory
and administrative rule requirements. There was a compliance rate of 99.6% based on acres
checked. Compliance information was available for 72.1% of the total acres in this category.

FREE-TO-GROW ACCOMPLISHMENTS: In 1999, 106,393 acres were required to meet the
free-to-grow standard under the reforestation rules. Compliance inspections indicate that 99.7% of
the acres were free-to-grow compliant on acres checked. Compliance checks were completed on
69.3% of acres required to be free-to-grow.

STAND ESTABLISHMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS: In 1999, only 1,154 acres of older legacy
units were held for compliance under the former stand establishment rules. Compliance checks were
completed on 67.7% of the acres requiring stand establishment in 1999. Compliance inspections
indicate that 100.0% of the acres under the older stand establishment rules were reforested, or
changes in land use were completed, according to the reforestation requirements. This is the last
reporting year for reporting stand establishment accomplishments under the former stand
establishment rules.

LAND USE CHANGES / VIOLATIONS: Of the total operational units requiring compliance in
1999, 183 units (2,259 acres) involved a land-use change activity and 38 units (577 acres) were
found to be in violation.

The Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) reached an unprecedented level in the number of total
acres requiring compliance (222,983 acres) in 1999, a 28% increase over the previous five year
average. This occurred through record level harvest activity in the early to mid 90's now coming due
for free-to-grow compliance in addition to the required planting compliance inspections. Over the
next three report years, this level is expected to drop down some for 2000, but is projected to
increase to around 260,000 acres for 2001 and 2002.

Compliance inspections continue on the remaining 1,601 operations (64,801 acres) that were
identified as undetermined or having an extended compliance date at the time of report data
collection. Inaccessible units and heavy forest practice forester workloads are delaying compliance
work. Most of these units are expected to meet the planting, establishment, and free-to-grow
requirement standards of the reforestation rules.

If you have questions regarding this report, please contact Jeft Peck, Forest Practices Operations
Analyst, at 503-945-7474 or Forest Practices staff at 503-945-7470. This report will also be made
available on the department's web site (http:\\www.odf.state.or.us) under the Forest Practices web

pages.



1999 REFORESTATION ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT

The purpose of this document is to provide the Board of Forestry and other
interested citizens information about reforestation accomplishments and
compliance on private and local government forestlands, through the
administration of the Oregon Forest Practices Act during 1999. This report
provides information on planting accomplishments achieved under statutory
and administrative rule requirements in 1999, and free-to-grow and stand
establishment accomplishments achieved under the forest practice rules.
Information on Oregon Department of Forestry's administrative procedures is
also provided.

Oregon’s Reforestation Requirements

Forest practice rules in effect prior to 1995 required reforestation of economically suitable forestland
whenever, as a result of an operation, the stocking was reduced below a specific minimum level.
"Economically suitable" forestlands were defined as Class I (timber class, including all forestland
primarily suitable for the production of timber) or Class II (timber and grazing class, including all
forestland primarily suitable for joint use for timber production and the grazing of livestock) lands in
eastern Oregon and lands capable of a mean annual production of at least 50 cubic feet per acre per
year at culmination in western Oregon. The number of harvesting units subject to the former stand
establishment rules have continued to significantly diminish over time as landowners continue to
meet their compliance obligations on these units.

New forest practice reforestation rules adopted by the Board of
Forestry in 1994 replace the former administrative rules and
supersede the 1991 statute requirements. Free-to-grow
compliance changed from the end of the fifth growing season
after planting to the end of the sixth full calendar year after the
completion of the operation. Reforestation of harvest units
completed after January 1, 1995, is regulated under these rules.

The Oregon Legislature amended the Oregon Forest Practices Act in 1991 to include shortened
timeframes for planting and established additional compliance standards after planting. The 1991
statutes required that reforestation efforts start within 12 months after completion of harvest,
reforestation was required after harvest even if preharvest stocking was below standards, and
planting must be completed within two planting seasons, where required. These planted stands were
required to meet free-to-grow standards by the end of the fifth growing season after planting or
seeding. These statutes applied statewide with no regional or subregional differences. The 1997
report was the first year that free-to-grow compliance checks were reported for harvest unit
operations completed after September 1991.

Newer forest practice reforestation rules adopted by the Board of Forestry in 1994 replace the former
administrative rules and supersede the 1991 statute requirements. Free-to-grow compliance changed
from the end of the fifth growing season after planting to the end of the sixth full calendar year after
the completion of the operation. Reforestation of harvest units completed after January 1, 1995, is
regulated under these rules.

Oregon Department of Forestry
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Administrative Procedures

For all reforestation requirements, administrative procedures direct the department to:

1. Notify each landowner, at the time of notification, that reforestation will be required if

stocking is reduced below specific minimums as a result of the operation.

2. Inform each landowner, upon completion of an operation, of which portion of the operation
is subject to the reforestation requirements, the minimum number of trees per acre that must

be established and the deadline for establishment.

3. Make compliance examinations to determine whether the reforestation effort resulted in
established stocking within the required time period. Examinations are prioritized and done
as workloads allow. Forest practice foresters are not able to examine every reforestation

unit.
Table 1. Reforestation Accomplishments, 1993 — 1999
Year Total Acres' Acres on Which Acres Determined % of Acres
Requiring ODF Made to be in Checked that are in
Compliance Determinations Compliance Compliance
1993 98,078 96,495 (98.4%) 92,714 96%
1994 186,903 145,291 (77.7%) 141,376 97.3%
1995 194,607 153,808 (79.0%) 151,994 98.8%
1996 150,115 112,902 (75.2%) 111,695 98.9%
1997 158,386 130,748 (82.6%) 130,129 99.5%
1998 181,924 127,227 (69.9%) 125,240 98.4%
1999 222,983 158,182 (70.9%) 157,605 99.6%

'Data for 1993-1999 includes compliance acres for establishment and planting accomplishments.

Chart I. Reforestation Compliance Examinations, 1993-1999

250,000
200,000

150,000

Acres

100,000

50,000

1993 1994

1995 1996 1997

1998

1999

[ # Acres Requiring Compliance

W # Acres ODF Made Determinations

O# Acres Determined to be in Compliance

Oregon Department of Forestry
1999 Reforestation Accomplishment Report 2




Compliance Examination Results

Field examinations of the 1999 units indicate that planting
standards (trees/acre) continue to be significantly higher than the
minimum requirements of the Forest Practices Act.

Planting

Of the 3,145 units (115,436 acres) requiring "planting" under reforestation statutory and
administrative rule requirements in 1999, 2,400 units (82,923 acres) were determined to be in
compliance; 27 units (344 acres) were in violation; 2 units (12 acres) had timelines for compliance
extended for special circumstances; and 716 units (32,157 acres) had an undetermined status at the
time of report preparation. In addition, 151 of the units (1,487 acres) listed in the categories above
had a completed or initiated land use change activity. Field examinations of the 1999 units indicate
that planting standards (trees/acre) continue to be significantly higher than the minimum
requirements of the Forest Practices Act. Compliance information was available on 72.1% of the
total acres. There was a compliance rate of 99.6% based on these acres and 98.9% based on the
number of units checked. See Table III, page 6.

Clearcut harvest operations completed after September 1991 are required to have reforestation
activities, such as site preparation and planting, completed within two planting seasons. Planting
accomplishments were first reported in 1994.

Free-to-grow

Of the 3,004 units (106,393 acres) requiring free-to-grow compliance in 1999, 2,101 units

(73,491 acres) were found in compliance; 11 units (233 acres) were in violation of the rules;

878 units (32,271 acres) remain in an undetermined status; and 14 units (398 acres) had timelines for
compliance extended for special circumstances. In addition, 32 units (772 acres) listed in the above
categories had a completed or initiated land use change activity. Based on data gathered by
department forest practices foresters, compliance information was available on 69.3% of the total
acres. There was a compliance rate of 99.7% based on these acres and 99.5% based on the number
of units checked. See Table IV, page 7.

This significant increase over the previous year’s 1,242 units and 48,142 acres shows the magnitude
of units coming due for compliance.

Stand Establishment

Of the 26 units (1,154 acres) requiring "stand establishment" under the older regional reforestation
rules in 1999, 19 units (781 acres) were found in compliance; no units were in violation of the rules;
and 7 units (373 acres) remain in an undetermined status. None of these units had a completed or
initiated land use change activity associated with them. Based on data gathered by department forest
practices foresters, compliance information was available on 67.7% of the total acres. There was a
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compliance rate of 100.0% based on these acres and 100.0% based on the number of units checked.
See Table V, page 8.

This is the last reporting year that stand establishment accomplishments held under the former
stand establishment rules will be reported.

Violations

Violations have a variety of causes. Recent reforestation
related violations have occurred almost exclusively on
non-industrial private lands and
primarily involve small acreage units.

Violations have a variety of causes. Recent reforestation related violations have occurred almost
exclusively on non-industrial private lands and primarily involve small acreage units.
Landowners who have operations which are discovered to be in violation of the reforestation
requirements either have been or will be cited and given repair orders. Landowners may face
additional enforcement actions if the repair orders are not complied with in a timely manner.

The department continues to implement a number of pro-active prevention activities designed to
reduce reforestation violations.

Table lla. Violation Activity, 1993-1999

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Violation Units 56 145 63 53 31 34 38
Violation Acres 2,077 3,164 1,814 813 619 1,987 577

Changes in Land Use

Reforestation is not required when the landowner converts the operation area to a land use that
precludes the continued growing and harvesting of forest tree species. Of the total operational
units requiring compliance in 1999, 183 units (2,259 acres) involved a land-use change activity.

Table Ilb. Land-Use Change Activity (LUC), 1993-1999

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
LUC Units 109 115 100 178 208 159 183
LUC Acres 2,030 2,207 954 1, 629 3,649 1,806 2,259
% of Acres Requiring 2.1% 1.2% 0.5% 1.1% 2.3% 1.0% 1.0%
Compliance
Oregon Department of Forestry
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Coordination

Service foresters can then make early contacts with the
affected landowners and offer assistance in managing these
young timber stands so they will reach free-to-grow status.

In addition to making rule compliance determinations, forest practices foresters continue to
coordinate with service foresters in the department's Forestry Assistance Program. They alert
service foresters when non-industrial plantations are identified which may meet the minimum
forest practices reforestation standards but which also may be in jeopardy from brush
competition, animal damage or other problems. Service foresters can then make early contacts
with the affected landowners and offer assistance in managing these young timber stands so they
will reach free-to-grow status.

Tables III, IV and V summarize the 1999 reforestation accomplishments by Oregon Department
of Forestry districts, the three geographic areas and the state overall.

This report was prepared by Forest Practices staff in cooperation with Oregon Department of
Forestry field units.

Initial copy distribution

Distribution FP

Regional Forest Practice Committee Members

Tim Wigley — President, Oregon Forest Industries Council (OFIC)

Stephen P. Gennett — Executive Director, Oregon Small Woodlands Association (OSWA)
Hal Salwasser — Dean of College of Forestry, Oregon State University (OSU)

Bill Blosser — Director, Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD)

A. Scott Reed — Program Leader, Oregon State Forestry Extension

Leslie Lehmann — Executive Director, Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI)

Joe Whitworth — Executive Director, Oregon Trout

Sara Vickerman — Executive Director, Defenders of Wildlife
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