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News INNote

The Forest Practices Program NEWS NOTE
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EXEMPTION FROM SOME TREE RETENTION
REQUIREMENTS TO ENCOURAGE AFFORESTATION

IF YOU HAVE SOME LONG-STANDING NONFOREST LAND THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLANT TO COMMERCIAL TIMBER, THERE IS
AN ADDITIONAL BENEFIT TO YOUR CONVERTING THE LAND TO A

PRODUCTIVE FOREST.

e

A 1895 Oregon law, ORS 526.490, encourages landownars to plant and grow
mearchaniable stands of timber on previously nonforested lands where the l[andowner
chooses commercial forest production as an objectivea,

The incentive s the State of Oregon's assurance that no state forest practices
regulation will prohibit harvesting most of the planted timber established and grown in
the fiest crop rotation, This is an eaxempticn from most ree retention requirements.
The only limitation is that trees must be left alongside certain sireams. Harvesting
remains restricted within 20 feet of large or madium steams of Type F, Typa D, or Type
M and small Type F or Type D streams. Additionally, all Forest Practice rules applying
other practices that don't reqguire tree retention must be followed as usuval. A parcel ar
portion thereof may qualify for the free retention exemplion only ane time.

Qualifying parcels with stands established since the September 9, 1985 aflective
date of this law may qualify for certification provided by this law immediately. The
parcel qualifies i: a) it has not been used to grow an adequaiely-stocked commercial
forest since July 1, 1972, b) it camries less than 25 square feei of basal area per acre
in foreat tree stocking; and c) there are at least five contiguous acres astablished in
timber.

To participate, a forest landowner must request cerification between two and five
years after establishing a new stand and supply the following information to the Oregon
Department of Forestry office responsible for the area.

1. Supply a State Forester's representative with an accurate plat map locating the
parcel or portion thareal that had timber irees established on it

2. Provide photographs of the area showing that in its pre-establishment condition it
was not used for commercial forast production.

3. Provide writtan permission for a State Forester's representative to enter the property
as necessary to inspect the new stand for certification.

A State Forester's representative will inspect the plantation. If the young lrees
are adequately stocked and free to grow (see sidebar), the forester will issue the
landowner a carificate. [t will cerify that the voung frees are free to grow and that the
plantation is accurately located on the map supplied by the landewner, The State
Forester may charge the landowner a fae for inspacting and cerifying these parcels.
The certificate must be presented to the State Forester whenever first rotation trees
are to be harvested to activate the tree retention exemption.



The Slate Forester encourages landowners fo record their certificates for parcels with the counly clerks in
their counties. This will ensure the certificate can be located for presantation fo the state when the fimber has

matured and harnvesting is desired.

50 if you have a quaiifying parcel to plant, YOU CAN BE ASSURED A CHANCE TO COLLECT A PROFITABLE
RETURN ON THE INVESTMENT! If you have planfed such & site since September 8, 1985, or pian fo plant a

site, just do the folloving.

1. HAVE SOME PICTURES OF THE SITE'S CONDITION BEFORE TREES ARE ESTABLISHED . ..

2 DOAGOODJOBOF SITE PREFARATION, PLANTING, AND VEGETATION CONTROL 50 THE PLANTATION
15 WELL-STOCKED AND FREE TO GROW, AND WITHIN TWO TO FIVE YEARS OF ESTABLISHING THE

NEW STAND, . .

3 BRING STATE FORESTRY AN ACCURATE MAP OF THE SITE LOCATION, AND . . .
AFTER INSPECTION AND APPROVAL , YOUR SITE CAN BE CEATIFIED FOR THE STATE'S AFFORESTATION

INCENTIVEH!

WHEN THE FIRST ROTATION TREES ARE READY TO HARVEST, SHOW STATE FORESTRY YOUR
CERTIFICATE DURING THE NOTIFICATION PROCESS AND COLLECT ON YOUR INVESTMENT!

If you have questions call the nearest Oregon Department of Foresiry office from the it provided in this note,
and ask for the Forest Practices Forester or Service Foresfer.
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For more information about the Oregon Forest Practices Act or the Forest Practice Rules, please contact your
local Oregen Department of Forestry aflice listed or the headquarters office af 2600 Siate Strest, Salem, Oregan

97310. (603) 945-7470.



